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JAMES CONRAD

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

A MOST BLESSED ARRIVAL
As all of you have hopefully heard by now, our first child arrived
safely and healthily on Thursday, February 15th! At almost 21”
long and just a hair under 9 pounds, he’s been a big boy from
the start. Caitlin’s C-section went well, although the epidural
wouldn’t take, so she had to have general anesthesia; then she
had an allergic reaction to the pain killers, and had to face the
post-op pain on nothing but some Tylenol. But she’s a tough
lady, and has recovered well. And of course, the joy of having
Jimmy makes the pain all worth it, she says. So far Jimmy’s a
remarkably low-maintenance baby — he sleeps and eats well,
and rarely cries. That can change, of course, but we are thankful
for this relatively easy start to parenthood, especially after
Caitlin’s surgery.
Of course, a huge part of why things have gone fairly smoothly
for us in this is that we haven’t had to go it alone. Scott’s
parents travelled from the States to spend a whole month with
us, cooking, cleaning, helping us with the dog and the baby, and
cheering us on as we took our first steps into the new roles of
mother and father. Words can’t express how thankful we are
for their support. Many friends and co-workers from our
church plant and missions organization came alongside us as
well, lending a hand with other practical things and sharing our
joy. It really does take a village!
Thank you all for your prayers over the past many months of
pregnancy, and for rejoicing with us in this miraculous gift from
God! We look forward to introducing Jimmy to all of you soon!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise for wonderful co-workers in our various ministries,
who really stepped up to give us time to focus on Jimmy’s
arrival!
Pray for our residency permits (visas) to be approved. We
applied for them a few weeks ago, and there are still a few
more hoops to jump through. It will be much better if we
can get them approved now, rather than waiting until we
come back to CZ in 2019.
Pray for us as we enter the final weeks of transition out of
our ministries. We’ve been working carefully towards this
transition for the past many months, and we want to
“keep our eye on the ball” and finish this term well!
Pray for us as we finalize all the logistical aspects for our
departure. A lot has been done already but there are still
some things (like storage space for all our stuff) that need
to be worked out.

Normally this is where we share our Prague mailing address, but home assignment is getting close and
We’ll Be Moving
2a New Apartment
Upon Our Return, NE way

… so it’s probably best not to send us anything at the moment. We’ll keep you posted. [Get it? “Posted”?]
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KOFOLA TO THE STATES
SHEPHERD GOES AHEAD OF THE FLOCK
We’re planning to fly back to the States at the end of June, but
airlines generally refuse to transport dogs of Kofola’s size during the
summer — which meant we had to figure out some way of getting
her to America ahead of us. Thankfully, Scott’s parents graciously
agreed to take her back with them after their visit, and helped
Caitlin sort out the surprisingly complex logistics of making that
possible.
We were a little worried when we checked her in with the oversized luggage, but the Lufthansa airline staff took excellent care of
her, and she arrived safely in the US without any issues. She’s been
having a blast there so far: chasing squirrels in the back yard,
introducing herself to the neighbors, and having adventures with
Above left: saying goodbye to Kofola at the airport
Scott’s parents. She even got to travel out to Missouri to spend
Above right: Kofola setting out with Scott’s parents for more time visiting Scott’s sister and her family — and quickly made
adventures in the US
friends with our two little nephews there.

FAMILY SUPPORT

GRACIOUS HELP AND JOYFUL TIMES
Having the supporting presence of family has been such a blessing
during these exciting past few months. Shortly after Scott’s folks
headed back across the pond, Caitlin’s eldest brother Drew and his
wife Tiffany came to encourage and assist us in our adjustment to
parenthood.
Their visit perfectly coincided with both our return to more active
ministry (Network Praha’s first Good Friday and Easter services, for
example), and our continued navigation of the Czech and American
bureaucratic systems (as we get residency permits renewed and
procure Jimmy’s first visa). They even took charge of Jimmy entirely
for a whole evening so we could have a date night!

Above: Caitlin’s brother Drew and his wife Tiffany

We’re so thankful for the time they shared with us — lots of
laughter, connection, discussion, and adventures as we started to
take Jimmy out and about town. We look forward to spending
more time with them (and with their two sons, who previously
visited us here) during Home Assignment!

FOCAL VERSE
“Better is the end of a thing than its beginning,
and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in
spirit.”
[Ecclesiastes vii:8]

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-0219
www.oakbend.org

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
PO Box 969
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-653-5300
team.org

FEC International Ministries
1420 Kerrway Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
260-423-3649
fecministries.org

