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VESELÉ VÁNOCE!!!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

A SEASON OF REST & CELEBRATION
We hope everyone had a merry and blessed Christmas
season. While the holidays are often a very busy time for
Americans, here in the Czech Republic things actually seem
to slow down considerably. Many of the Czechs who live in
Prague have family roots elsewhere in the country, and so
for the most part they leave the city to the tourists at
Christmas time. Ministry also slows, as many within the
churches shift their focus to spending time with their
families as well.
While it’s still a bit of an adjustment for us, we are learning
to appreciate and adapt to this cultural difference. We’ve
been wanting to start exercising more regularly, and the
holiday season actually cleared room in our schedule to
start making this healthier lifestyle a habit. We were also
able to “linger” more with friends who stayed in Prague,
and have time for just the two of us (three with our dog
Kofola) to get into the Christmas spirit.
The ministry events that took place were joyful in accordance with the season. The December Film Club screening
went well, and we could really feel the sense of community
there starting to both deepen and sweeten. And speaking of
sweets, Caitlin came up with a brilliant ministry brainstorm
and organized a gingerbread-house-making event (although
we actually used something like graham crackers because
we weren’t sure how many people were coming). Friends
and acquaintances from several nations (Greece, Slovenia,
Bulgaria, many from the film club) attended, and we all had a
lot of fun being creative and swapping Christmas traditions.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS





Praise God, we were both able to successfully complete
our online course in language coaching through
Wheaton.
This weekend (January 13th-15th) we will be at the TEAM
-CZ annual conference. Please pray for us and the other
missionaries, that the manifold wisdom and peace of
Christ would be manifested through our fellowship, decision-making, and mutual encouragement. Pray that we
would take advantage of these opportunities to honor and
submit to one another in Christ.
Our opportunities to coach and disciple others are multiplying! Pray for us that we would be effective in these
ministries, and that we would constantly be looking to the
Lord for guidance, especially as regards not overloading
our schedule.

Below left: getting in the Christmas spirit at a Prague toy store.
Below right: a beautiful gingerbread house made by our
Bulgarian sister in Christ, Iveta.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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URBAN GOSPEL
MUSIC THAT REACHES PEOPLE

Top: Scott’s first gig with Lucie Motošická’s band
Bottom: The Gospel Workshop gives a Christmas Eve concert

As Scott continues to search out opportunities to bless and serve
others through music, one of the main styles that he finds himself
working with is urban gospel (what some might call “black gospel”,
as opposed to the Gaither-style southern gospel). It started with a
few gigs playing piano for the Gospel Workshop, a ministry
organized by a friend wherein believers and unbelievers (including
children) come together to form a gospel choir for a day-long
workshop, learning and rehearsing a whole concert’s worth of
songs. Friends and family are invited to the resulting concert, and a
wonderful time is had by all. Most recently, the Gospel Workshop
sang at a local Christmas Eve Service, with Scott playing bass in the
band. He’s also started by bass for a local gospel group lead by
believer and vocalist Lucie Motošická, who writes most of the songs
they perform. The December concert they played together went
well, and more gigs are scheduled on the horizon. The group is also
looking to record some music, and Scott has agreed to help write
arrangements for any additional instrumental elements (brass
section, strings, organ parts, whatever the songs may call for).
People really connect with this style of music here in the Czech
Republic, and we pray God’s voice is clearly heard and heeded.

STATE OF THE ANDREWSES ADDRESS
It’s incredible to us that three years has already passed since we
first arrived on the missions field here in Prague. We are
amazed and encouraged by all that we’ve learned thus far, and
are humbled and grateful for all we have seen the Lord do in,
through, and for us in our various ministries, relationships, and
personal lives.

It’s been a while since we’ve discussed finances here in a Czech
-Up, but since our original fundraising goals and budget were
intended for a 3-year first term, we thought it would be good to
report now at the end of that timeline.

We are happy to say that our original assignment has been extended to a 4.5-year first term, with our first home assignment
We are also truly blessed by you, our friends and supporters. scheduled for 2018. This extension is possible in large part due
Through emails, letters, online messaging, personal visits, and to the faithful and generous giving of our supporters. (We’ve
more, you continue to walk beside us on this adventure. We feel also continually striven to use our ministry funds and personal
your love and presence with us.
monies well, and God has made straight paths for our feet in
this regard.)
All of this together means that we can actually complete a
normal-length first term (which otherwise would not have been
feasible); this will help position us for more effective ministry in
future terms, and will also help our ministries become more
firmly established before we depart for furlough.
Thank you for your partnership in all these things! This upcoming year promises many new opportunities to grow, serve,
teach, comfort, encourage, disciple, and learn. We will continue
to communicate the victories we witness in Christ, and the valleys we walk through for His name’s sake. God bless you all!
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