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TIME IN THE US

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

FIRST VISIT SINCE OUR DEPARTURE
As many of you have heard (or seen!) by now, we came
back to the US for a while over the holidays! Although we
had planned to come to the States closer to Christmas, our
plans were changed by the unexpected passing of our niece,
Abigail, on November 30th — but by God’s grace and the
help of His people we were miraculously able to get everything wrapped up and be on our way to join her family
within 12 hours of hearing this tragic news. We want to
sincerely thank everyone who has been praying for us during this difficult time: the hand of God has been visible even
here.
Although this loss colored our whole stay, we were also
able to partake in many joyful moments. Scott officiated a
wedding for the first time, joining dear friends Timothy
Kolker and Rachael Kneice in marriage on December 19th.
We were able to drive out to Bollivar, Missouri to visit
Scott’s sister and brother-in-law (and meet our new
nephew Harry for the first time!), and also got to spend a
lot of truly precious time with Caitlin’s family (including a
new nephew, Lincoln, on that side as well!). Scott’s grandmother and uncle even made a trip up from Virginia to
spend several days with us!
Lastly, we were able to reconnect with many (but not all) of
our dear friends, and to visit of few of the many churches
that we love so much. All in all, while our time in the States
was busy and sad, there was a lot to be thankful for, We
are truly blessed by the people in our lives.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS




We are receiving good reports that much of our labor
from the autumn has been fruitful, and we are seeing
signs of great promise for the year that lies ahead. Join us
in praising God that He in His grace and goodness is
using us, even in small ways, for His glory.
This past year was very difficult for us, and ended in a
true tragedy. We are still feeling the emotional toll of all
this, and although hope and joy are starting to increase in
our hearts and minds again, some days are still very hard.
Please pray that we would continue to work through our
grief, and find the right balance of work, rest, quiet, and
play so that we can thrive and be effective for the sake of
the gospel.

Below left: Scott officiating at the Kolker/Kneice wedding
Below right: Caitlin with her nephews Riley and Andrew.
We were blessed to have many opportunities to spend with
them, as well as their parents, Drew and Tiffany.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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BACK HOME IN CZ
BLESSED BY FRIENDSHIPS

Above: Leendert & Nelleke Wolters, two of our closest friends

Coming back to the Czech Republic was both difficult and
happy. We truly feel at home here, and part of this is
because of the wonderful friendships God has given and
continues to give us. Two of our closest friends here are
Leendert and Nelleke Wolters, who are missionaries
here from the Netherlands. They and their two children
are a source of constant encouragement and welcome to
us, and at many points when we’ve felt lonely or discouraged, they’ve been there to laugh, cry, and counsel with
us. Shortly after our return this January, we had the
pleasure of participating in a special Dutch celebration of
St. Nicholas’ Day (delayed due to our time in the States),
complete with gift giving, gift MAKING, poetry writing,
amazing food, and lots of silliness. Friendship really is a
gift from God, and we are so thankful to have received
friends like these.

HELP WANTED:

ENGLISH-SPEAKERS FOR CAMP
Scott’s old church in Pardubice (where he attended while
living in CZ twelve years ago) is organizing an English camp
for families this summer, in a small town in the country—
but sadly the team of Americans who were going to come
help had to cancel! So the church has asked us for help, to
see if we can find volunteers (students, families with
children, singles) to come help with the camp. The time
commitment would be about two weeks, probably in the
first part of July, and the Americans would have to pay for
their own airfare to and from the Czech Republic. If you or
your church is interested in participating, please contact us
at explore.the.vertical@gmail.com, or message Scott via
Facebook (he can be found under the name Scott Hamilton
Andrews). We plan to help with the camp as well, and
there’s talk of having a day or two of sight-seeing in Prague
after the camp is done! Let us know, we’d love your help!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude
of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves,
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things
God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”
[from Ist Peter iv]
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