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CELEBRATION!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

REVIVING TRADITION IN ŘEPORYJE
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in harmony with one another.”
Romans xii:15-16a
The transition from winter to spring is a wonderful time in
the Czech Republic, and the traditional highlight is the week
leading up to the Lenten season. During this time, multiple
celebrations of Masopust (“meat fast”) take place in towns
and villages across the country, complete with singing,
dancing, masked processions through town, and a lot of
food (usually all derived from a freshly harvested pig). Sadly,
as with much of folk culture, the celebration of Masopust
has largely fallen by the wayside, and in some communities
hasn’t been observed in decades. One such community is
the Prague outskirt village of Řeporyje, where our friends
Čestmír and Arjana live and minister. This year, however,
the Lord prompted them to organize a Masopust celebration for their friends and neighbors, and we were invited to
come take part. It was a wonderful cultural experience, but
more importantly, it was amazing to see the joy on Czech
faces as a fond tradition was revived. Parents were beaming
as they watched their children experience Masopust for the
first time. The event even drew the attention of local newspapers, and everyone agrees we must celebrate it again
next year. We pray that the Lord might use this celebrating,
this valuing of cultural heritage, to open hearts to His love.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS





In February we celebrated 10 years since we started
dating; praise the Lord for bringing us together, and
sustaining us through our relationship thus far!
Our language study is progressing, but we still aren’t sure
when we’ll reach the necessary level of proficiency; pray
that we would be able to clearly ascertain our abilities at
present, and to navigate a projected timeline for our
transition into internship.
We’re increasingly having opportunities to comfort,
counsel, and connect on a deeper level with our friends
here — and increasingly so through the Czech language!
Praise the Lord for giving us the words to speak in these
important conversations, and pray that His words would
bear much fruit.

Below: Procession through the village, and good conversation with some of the participants.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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CHURCH PLANTS

LENDING HANDS AND VOICES
Although our full-time language studies have not yet ended,
the leadership of TEAM-CZ has approved us to help out
with some of the church plants a few times a month. It has
been a joy to assist in music ministry, as well as lending a
hand in set-up, tear-down, etc. And as our language skills
improve, we’re being able to participate even more fully:
sharing our testimonies, recounting different experiences
we’ve had as we’ve walked with the Lord, discussing Biblical
teachings, praying aloud (which is surprisingly difficult for us
to do in another language), etc.

Above: Scott sharing his testimony in Czech at the Skalka
church, bass still in hand from helping lead worship.

Pray for us as we continue in these ministry activities, that
we would be empowered through the Holy Spirit’s grace to
be effective and helpful. And pray for us as we seek to
maintain balance between these ministries (which we love!)
and our language studies.

WELCOME CJ!

SHORT-TERMER TO DRESDEN
The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are view. But
praise be to God, who calls laborers into the fields, in all
shapes, sizes, in different phases of life, and for different
periods of time.
This past month we had the privilege of housing a young
lady on her way to serve in Dresden, Germany. CJ Kennedy
will be working with young people, alongside some of our
co-workers in TEAM, Jeff & Anne Ingram. But before diving
into the hard stuff, CJ was able to take a few days in Prague
upon first arriving in Europe, so she could adjust to the new
time-zone, etc.

Above: With CJ at the Estates Theater, the oldest theater in
Prague, and debut venue for Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni
(but we were there to see The Magic Flute).

She was a tremendous blessing to us during her stay here,
and we are eager to hear what God does in/through/for her
during the next few months. Please join us in
praying for her adjustment, and that she would have
opportunity to boldly share/show the love of Christ to
those around her.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
Colossians iv:5-6
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