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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

MISADVENTURES IN PARDUBICE
“... [I]f anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation...”
IInd Corinthians v:17-18
For us, the year 2015 started off with a bang — literally!
We were staying in a Pardubice hotel over New Year’s and
on the night of the 1st the power went out in the hotel
after all the employees had already gone home for the
night! It definitely felt like something from a horror film:
two Americans in a foreign country ... staying in a hotel
over a holiday … all the employees leave for the night …
the power goes out … AND THEN …
Luckily we had Kofola with us, which helped us feel much
more safe. But it was an interesting experience: searching
the hotel for the fuse box; scouring the room and lobby for
emergency phone numbers; leaving voicemails (in Czech) to
notify the hotel management of the power loss; and so on.
Another funny thing happened to us on the train ride back
to Prague: after speaking in Czech for 10-15 minutes with
the gentleman sharing our compartment, we realized that
he too was an American! We had all been speaking in a
second language when we could’ve been communicating in
English the whole time! And what’s more, he turned out to
also be a missionary in a town called Liberec, in northern
Bohemia! His name is Justin Holden, and we were delighted
to make his acquaintance. It turned out to be a Godappointment, actually, because he was planning to come to
Prague later in January for a prayer conference; we were
able to house him overnight that weekend, meet some contacts he has in another church denomination, and take him
along to a couple churches here in Prague where we were
leading worship — kingdom connections being made every
which way!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS








Praise God for the excellent education we’ve received at
Charles University! As we start studying elsewhere we are
coming to really appreciate the plan God had for our first
year of language study.
Our new school will take some getting used to; not only is
the setting and staff completely different, their approach
is a radical departure from what we’ve had thus far. Pray
for us as we adjust, that we would have patience with
ourselves and be quickly able to synch with our new class.
We are starting to enjoy some truly vibrant and deep relationships with our new friends here; praise God for
providing meaningful friendships, for “it is not good for
man to be alone”, and “as iron sharpens iron, so one man
sharpens another”.
We are now in what may be the final semester of our fulltime language studies, and important decisions for the
future are starting to loom large. Pray for us as we seek
God’s guidance regarding our upcoming year of internship — that the what, where, when, and with whom
would become clear.

As the new year begins, we are especially grateful to each
and every one of you who continually give of your time,
prayers, love, and resources to partner in the Lord’s ministry here in the Czech Republic. 2014 was a very demandingyet-fruitful year, and 2015 promises new challenges and
hopes of its own. Let’s watch together to see what the
Lord will do for His glory here in the heart of Europe!!!

Right: Justin Holden, American missionary in Liberec.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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CONFERENCE 2015
TEAM-CZ MINISTRY AREA

Hard to believe it’s that time of year again already, but it’s
true: January is when all the TEAM missionaries here in the
Czech Republic get together for a weekend-long
conference/retreat. We fellowship, worship, pray for one
another, update each other on what the Lord has been
doing in our respective ministries, and make decisions for
the upcoming year.

Above: TEAM Czech Republic, en masse. Our group has
changed some over the past year, as some missionaries have
retired, been called back to the States, or headed for new
missions fields. But we’ve also had several new arrivals as well!

This year we Andrewses took part in some new ways, leading worship for the adults & kids (two separate tasks), giving
a brief teaching on worship, presenting another para-church
ministry (Covenant Players), etc. And when time came to
elect leaders for our ministry area, Caitlin was elected
TEAM-CZ secretary — a position we’re all sure she’ll excel
in. Conference was, all in all, a great opportunity for us to
use our gifts, and a great chance to connect with our team.

GOODBYE, CHARLES

ONE PHASE ENDS, ANOTHER BEGINS
In January we took our final Czech language intensive at the
Philosophical Faculty of Charles University. It was with a
similar intensive at the same time last year that our Czech
studies first began, so it was a fitting end to our time at this
fine institution. We’ve made rapid progress, thanks to the
Lord’s help, excellent teachers, and the prayers of believers
around the world; now, it’s time to move on to what we
hope will be the final phase of our full-time language learning (though really we’ll never stop learning this language!).

Above: The State Language School (yellow doors), where
many other missionaries here have completed their studies,
and where we will attend starting in February.

In addition to our own personal studies and classes with a
private tutor, we are enrolling at the State Language School.
There we are taking a special course there which is
intended to prepare us for a State-regulated language
proficiency test we hope to take at the end of this Spring
2015 semester. If we pass that test, it will signify that we
have reached the level of language required by our organization, and can then transition into the internship phase of
our ministry, assisting with church planting, etc.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"For just as there are in the one human body many parts, and these parts
have not all the same function; so collectively we form one body in
Christ, while individually we are linked to one another as its members."
Romans xii:4-5
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