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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

THANKSGIVING & CHRISTMAS
“Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full
restoration, encourage one another, be of one
mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace
will be with you.”
IInd Corinthians xiii:11
Veselé Vánoce a šťastný nový rok! [Merry Christmas and
happy New Year, that is.] It’s amazing, rewarding, and
humbling to realize that we’ve been here in the Czech Republic for over a year now! A lot has transpired in that
time, and now at year’s end it is good to look back and give
glory to God for all He’s done in, through, and for us.
We’ve enjoyed being able to get into the spirit of the holiday season, though with a few slight modifications. Some of
our traditional American foods aren’t readily available here,
for example. Also, the Czech Christmas schedule is a bit
different. For instance, we were invited to help with music
at our church’s “Christmas Service” on the 25th. Being
Americans, we naturally assumed it would take place in the
evening—but since Czech Christmas is celebrated on the
evening of the 24th, the Christmas Service was actually
scheduled for 10am on the 25th, and we musicians were
expected to be at rehearsal by 8:30am! Definitely some
cultural differences, but it’s still been a truly blessed season!
We pray yours has been as well. Thank you for your love
and support through this first year. To God be the glory!!!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS






Praise God for enabling us to complete another semester
of language studies! We seem to be making rapid
progress, and are enjoying the increasingly-spiritual
conversations that come our way as we go about the dayto-day.
After our January intensive we will be leaving the Charles
University program and starting at a new language school
… but we haven’t picked the new one out yet! Pray for us
as we decide where to study next semester, that we may
go where God wants to use us for His glory!
Although Scott had some pretty serious health challenges
this past semester, God got us through; praise the Lord
for His healing, and for providing us with caring friends
in the medical community who could help us find care
and medicine in this new context.

Left: as pumpkin can sometimes be tricky to find, Caitlin turned to butternut squash
for this pie … YUM!
Center: this holiday season we’re getting to spend some quality time with friends,
like ice skating with Silva & Pavel (some of you have met them in the States)
Right: our first Czech Christmas tree, with stockings hung in an improvised fashion.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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SEMESTER’S END

TWO DOWN … TWO TO GO (WE HOPE)
Whew! We made it through another semester! This one
was particularly difficult, as we learned to juggle our separate classes AND life with a new puppy. Our classwork was
much more difficult as well, as we not only had courses in
writing, reading, syntax, morphology, etc. but also lectures
on Czech history, literature, and so on … lectures given in
Czech, not English!
Scott unfortunately had to miss a fair amount of class due
to illness, most notably the whole last two weeks of the
semester when he caught pneumonia! But with God’s help
and gracious teachers, we were both able to complete the
semester.

Above: with Scott’s class at Lány (like Camp David for CZ)

By our estimations we’re about halfway through language
learning! Thank you Lord for Your steadfast faithfulness!

SEASON’S TRADITIONS
EXPERIENCING THE CZECH WAY

Above left: mushrooming in autumn with good friends.
Above right: traditional carp soup on Christmas Eve.

The past few months we’ve been blessed to take part in
several activities that are traditional for Czechs this time of
year, and that aren’t necessarily very typical in the United
States. For example, a huge percentage of Czechs go out to
the woods in late summer and early autumn to pick wild
mushrooms! Knowledge of safe and dangerous varieties is
passed down from generation to generation (the whole
family likes to get involved), and there are “atlases” of
mushroom varieties (and how to identify them) available for
reference both online and in print form. We went with
some good friends from Pardubice and were amazed at the
variety of shapes, sizes, and flavors we found. The flavors
are so diverse, in fact, that some Czechs keep jars of various dried mushrooms for flavoring food, instead of using
herbs and spices!
And as we moved into the Christmas season, we were able
to have our first true Czech Christmas dinner: fish soup,
fried carp, and potato salad. It was surprisingly delicious!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given
me through the working of his power.”
Ephesians iii:7
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