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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

OUR CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
-Luke ii:14Our first holidays in the Czech Republic — how exciting!
We launched into the Christmas spirit right from the start,
as we were able to attend several Christmas pageants and
recitals (often starring the children of our TEAM-mates),
and a special concert of J. J. Ryba’s Christmas Mass (the
Czech cultural equivalent to Handel’s Messiah, some would
say) at St. Vitus Cathedral — amazing to hear the good
news of Christ’s birth sung in the Czech tongue in such an
important and beautiful space!
We were blessed throughout the season by the hospitality
of others, as we spent Christmas Eve with the family of our
ministry area leader (Larry Davies), and Christmas day in
the company of Pat Foster and the Potma family; visits from
dear Czech friends Lukáš Hambálek and Pavel & Silvie
Špačkoví helped to make the season bright as well!
New Years Eve we trekked out the Davies once again for a
special adventure: a neighborhood gas station was being
permanently closed down and slated for demolition, so the
now-former employees had decided to set off fireworks
there! We were only about 30-40 feet from the launching
zone, which made it very interesting when several of the
fireworks failed to get airborne and exploded on the
ground! Yikes! But, the Lord kept us safe. As the clock
struck midnight, Scott and friend Josh Beaudoin improvised
a guitar-harmonica duet of “Auld Lang Syne” — Hello 2014!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS






Please pray that the remaining logistical aspects of our
move would fall smoothly into place: 1) that our crate of
belongings from the US (musical instruments, books,
kitchen supplies) would arrive safely and soon, 2) that we
would be able to get internet installed in our home, and
3) that we would be able to purchase (with God’s wisdom!) the remaining items needed to furnish our
apartment the rest of the way.
Praise the Lord for our wonderful Czech friends & our
fellow TEAM-mates! We have received much love and
encouragement in these first months, and out hearts feel
truly and deeply refreshed.
Please pray for us as we begin our Czech language learning at last! Pray Paul’s words from I Thessalonians: that
our works would be produced by faith,
our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspired
by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Below left: the Potma family, with whom we spent Christmas
Day. Below right: awaiting New Year’s fireworks at a gas station
with Josh Beaudoin, Kayla Tronvold, and the Davies family!

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká Republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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OUR FIRST VISITORS

JOSH BEAUDOIN & KAYLA TRONVOLD

Above: Kayla & Josh pose with a statue of a Golem, a
monster of Jewish folklore classically associated with Prague.

It is always an encouragement to have visitors from the
States, and this holiday season brought a true blessing in
this regard. Josh Beaudoin is a friend of ours from St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Stony Ridge, Ohio, where his father is
the pastor; Josh and Kayla are part of a team from Cru
(formerly Campus Crusade for Christ) that is travelling
around Eastern Europe for a year to establish discipleship
programs at various universities! By the time they came to
Prague, they had already spent time laboring in Belarus,
Poland, and the Ukraine, as well as training in Budapest,
Hungary. We were privileged to be their hosts for a little
over a week (December 24th-January 3rd), and accompanied us on many adventures as we continue to explore our
new home town of Prague. They were most gracious as our
apartment is still a work in progress, and our prayers go
with them as they voyage on into Croatia, Romania, and
beyond! May you bear fruit in every good work, and continue to grow in the knowledge of God! [See Colossians i:10]

THE LEARNING BEGINS

10-DAY CZECH LANGUAGE INTENSIVE

The Charles University Faculty of Arts building, where
we will be taking our first stint of language courses.

We’ve been given the gift of time, as this first month has
allowed us to furnish our new home, start building new
relationships, explore the city, and rest; now the true work
begins, work we’ve been eagerly anticipating for several
years — language study! We will begin with a 10-day Czech
language intensive (essentially a semester’s-worth of
Czech ) which will run from the 13th to the 24th of
January. We are excited to start classes, as we have already
been experiencing how our lack of Czech language limits
our effectiveness! Please pray for us during this crucial time,
as we are laying the foundation for the next 2 years of
study: pray for discipline, and enthusiasm; for joy, and perseverance; that we would not grow weary, or discouraged,
but would labor as unto the Lord! “Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” [See Ist Cor. xv:58]

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck, write them on
the tablet of your heart. Then you will win
favor and a good name in the sight of God and
man.”
Proverbs iii:3-4
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