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Czech-Up 2.3

9MARKS WEEKENDER

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

BEING STRETCHED & CHALLENGED
“May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself
and God our Father, who loved
us and by His grace gave us eternal
encouragement and good hope,
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and
word.”
IInd Thessalonians ii:16-17
At the gracious invitation of our brother-in-law (Dr. Coyle
Neal), we spent March 13th-18th in Washington, D.C., and
during our time there Scott was blessed to attend five days
of training with an organization called 9Marks
(www.9marks.org). This organization is dedicated both to
building healthy churches and to strengthening existing
ones. While we are not associated with 9Marks in any formal sense, we are grateful for the teaching they were willing
to provide, as Scott received valuable instruction on a wide
range of topics: church discipline; business practices & the
Church; church membership; discipling & counseling; sermon preparation & preaching; and congregationalism. The
hosting church also let Scott observe two elder meetings
and a service review—seeing the process at work!
Scott has had little experience with most of these aspects of
ministry, so there was (and still remains!) much for him to
learn; how good of our God to provide an opportunity for
us to start being stretched and challenged in these areas
before we depart for the mission field! His plans are best!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS








Praise the Lord for His faithful protection as both we and
our car survived March’s two-week-long road trip (from
Ohio to Washington, D.C. to New York City to Maine to
Pennsylvania and back home)!
Please join us in praying for the many church plants we
are visiting—pray that the strength, joy, and peace of the
Lord would be theirs, and that we would be a blessing
and encouragement to them!
Continue to pray for the Lord’s guidance as we seek to
build strong relationships with the FEC churches to the
west, some of which have already been praying for our
ministry!
The Lord has not only shown His continued faithfulness
to us, but had also been raising up support for missionary
friends of ours; praise Him for providing full or near-full
support for the Curries (Wycliffe Bible Translators) & the
Sprungers (FEC missionaries to West Africa)! The Lord
of the Harvest is sending workers into His ripe fields!

Scott at the 9Marks Weekender with Jesse Kahler, Ned
Wyse, Andrew Brodbeck (all from Archbold Evangelical
Church [FEC]), and Kevin Keller (who has previously
served not only with TEAM, but specifically in our
Czech ministry area, planting churches alongside many
of the same missionaries with whom we will soon work).

We want to thank all those who have been praying for a May 1st departure; however, it seems the Lord has
something better in store, and has kept the necessary doors closed for the time being. In the meantime, God
has been faithfully increasing our support level—our one-time sending cost has long since been met, and
with the defrayed surplus supplementing our current monthly pledges, we are about 70% funded! Thus far
has the Lord helped us—all wisdom and power are His, and we await His timing with joy and perseverance!!!

Czech-Up 2.3

March 2013

THE MAINE EVENTS
NEW FRIENDS IN NEW ENGLAND

Scott & Caitlin with Tim & Pam Knowles, who graciously hosted us for two evenings. Tim is the pastor of
Mossbrook Community Church in South Paris, Maine.

We have been praying for some time now that we would
have opportunity to visit with some of the further-flung
congregations in the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches,
and last month saw an answer to those prayers! After our
time in Washington, D.C., we were able to head north to
spend some time with two FEC church plants in the state of
Maine. Pastor Steve Knowles invited us to lead worship and
share about our ministry at Life Community Church (in
Gardiner), and Pastor Tim Knowles organized a small-group
meeting with the good folks from Mossbrook Community
Church (in South Paris). From Friday, March 22nd to Monday, March 25th, we were blessed to get acquainted with
the pastors’ wives and families, which was a true joy; we
want to be sure to thank Ann(e), Pam, Talia, and Justin for
their kindness and hospitality! The Lord is doing some incredible things in these churches, setting sinners free and
bringing wandering sheep back into His fold. Praise Him!

SPRING QUIZ-OFF 2013

TEAMWORK IN MORTON, ILLINOIS
On March 9th we headed off to Grace Church in Morton,
Illinois to help out with the FEC Spring Bible Quiz-Off—this
time with both of us behind the quizmaster’s table (Caitlin
made her debut as timer)! We had the pleasure of connecting with many wonderful quizzers, coaches, and families
during the day, many from churches that graciously support
us through prayer and/or giving.

Scott & Caitlin “breaking hearts, dashing hopes, and
crushing dreams” at the Spring Quiz-Off in Morton, IL.

After an action-packed day of quizzing, we were blessed to
travel to Hopedale, Illinois to worship at Boynton Mennonite Church, one of the newest additions to the Fellowship
of Evangelical churches. Under the leadership of their faithful pastor Kurt Litwiller, this congregation has had to make
some difficult decisions for the sake of the Gospel, and we
are proud of the integrity with which they have kept the
faith. We pray the Lord continues to encourage these joyful
brothers & sisters, that they may bear much fruit in Christ!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Lamentations iii:22-24 “Because of the Lord’s great love we
are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him.’”
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