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Czech-Up 1.1 January 2012

Grace and Peace to you from God the Father and Our Lord Jesus Christ!
We write you eager to update our faithful friends and partners in the Gospel [Philippians i: 4-6], and
what better time to start than with the dawning of a new year! [praying Isaiah lxi: 1-3]
Much has transpired through the past year of deputation [fundraising ministry] and preparation:
meetings with churches and Bible Studies; radio broadcasts throughout Northwest Ohio & Southeast
Michigan; participation in conferences for the Midwest Slavic Association at The Ohio State University,
the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches, and Ebenezer Mennonite Church; pastoring at True North
Scholarship Camp in Vandalia, Ohio. The Lord has glorified His own name [John xii: 28], and by His Grace
seen fit to give us a share in the work of increasing His Fame!
Many of you have been asking about our current support levels, ministry status, and departure.
Through your faithful prayers and support, Caitlin and I have been blessed with almost 30% of our onetime sending cost already, and about 35% of our monthly cash-flow requirement has been pledged. The
Lord’s blessing is made manifest in these numbers [Philippians iv: 18-20]; accordingly, TEAM has invited
us to attend their final training step, Phase Four, in February! We are excited to continue our preparation for
ministry through this important week [February 11th-18th]; what is more, we will be in training with
another CZ-bound family of missionaries! (Their last name is Titus; uncertain whether “Tituses” or
“Titus’s” is the proper plural in English, we will use the Czech construction: “Titusovi” .)
We feel so blessed by all that the Lord has done thus far, and joyfully await our departure [currently
slated for August 1st, 2012]. Humbled by the love you continually show, we earnestly covet your
additional prayers vis-à-vis these several requests:
PRAYER REQUEST #1: pray we would be faithful in keeping you, our supporters, up-to-date. While
correspondence is inherent to neither our second nor third natures, we are palpably aware of your
presence and partnership as we seek to engage and administer grace to the people of the Czech Republic
who have dismissed Jesus Christ as irrelevant to 21st-century life. Pray we would be gifted with both the
technological and logistical wherewithal to keep you abreast of all the Lord is doing in/through us.
PRAYER REQUEST #2: we are still very much in need of additional church partnerships in both prayer and
finances. Please pray that God would open the networks of his Church to maximize the effectiveness with which we
carry out his calling. We also feel the Lord wants to use our ministry to increase cooperation and
fellowship among the churches in the Greater Toledo area. Opportunities are opening; pray they continue
to multiply and bear fruit.
PRAYER REQUEST #3: Pray that we would soon be able to move into full-time deputation ministry, where
we will be able to devote our undivided attention to building partnerships and preparing for our departure. While
we enjoy our work at Cracker Barrel, we feel the time to leave this employment is drawing near; pray for
the Lord’s wisdom and grace in the timing and execution of this transition.
And PRAYER REQUEST #4: Pray for a way to connect with all the many wonderful believers associated
with Toledo Christian Schools. Scott attended TCS from second grade to high school graduation; so many
teachers, parents, and students have invested a great deal in his life, and we want to be faithful in letting
them know how God is working! [Romans i:10-12] We have already attempted connecting in several ways,
but the bottom line is, we really need the Lord to open up supernatural conduits of communication and praise.
Grateful for Grace,

Scott & Caitlin Andrews
Your encouragement and support as we prepare for ministry in the Czech Republic has been an amazing blessing; so that you may both rejoice
with us in the Lord’s faithfulness and pray with us for His will here on earth, we will be sending you regular Czech-Ups like this one!

February 2012

PHASE FOUR!!!

FINAL ROUND OF TRAINING
AT TEAM HEADQUARTERS
“… to prepare God’s people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up …”
Ephesians iv:12
What a fantastic verse to describe this week of training!
Phase Four was held February 11th-18th in Carol Stream,
Illinois, where TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission) has
its headquarters. This final round of equipping and preparation is often reserved for missionary appointees on the cusp
of departure; however, TEAM felt convinced that our fundraising goals will soon be met, and blessed us by extending
an early invitation! Throughout the week, we received invaluable instruction in such varied areas as spiritual warfare,
intercultural competency, missionary accountability, church
multiplication, well being, crisis preparedness, multicultural
teambuilding, narrative theology, growth planning, contextualization, ideological & linguistic biases, ethnography, faith
expressions, transition, leadership development, and communication with ministry partners (that’s YOU!).
Training was not the only focus of the week, however; as
the photo below indicates, this was also an amazing time of
prayer in preparation for ministry. In the company of missionaries bound for India, Jordan, Thailand, Italy, Nepal, and
Mexico (along with the wonderful staff of TEAM) many
prayers were offered up for healing, provision, preparation,
and dedication to the Lord’s service and Glory. AMEN!
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PRAYER REQUESTS
In addition to TEAM, another missions organization is
considering us for partnership. Please pray the process of
acceptance would move smoothly toward a favorable result!
Pray for Scott as he continues to make contact with local
churches. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also” - we pray God would utilize our ministry as a common ground through which to unify His Body in the
Greater Toledo area.
Continue to pray that we would find ways to share our
ministry with Toledo Christian Schools and the various
networks of brothers & sisters connected therewith.
Praise the Lord! It appears we are quickly approaching
FULL-TIME fundraising ministry! Over the next few
months, please pray for a smooth transition from our current employment at Cracker Barrel into this next important phase in our journey to CZ!

(Left) In addition to training and instruction,
Phase Four was a place of much prayer.

Your encouragement and support as we prepare for ministry in the Czech Republic has been an
amazing blessing; so that you may both rejoice with us in the Lord’s faithfulness and pray with us
for His will here on earth, we will be sending you regular Czech-Ups like this one!
—Scott & Caitlin Andrews—
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THE TITUSOVI

MEETING OUR “CZECH-MATES”
One of the joys of Phase Four was getting acquainted with
this wonderful family, with whom we will hopefully serve in
CZ! These are the first future “Czech-mates” (so to speak)
we’ve been able to meet in person. Matthew and Sara have
deep faith and commitment to their calling—thank you,
Lord, for these new friends and fellow workers!

New Friends (Left to Right): Matthew, Lucy,
Samuel, Sara, Evangeline, and Isabella

Czech culture fact: Here in the USA, each member of the
Titus family has the same last name—Titus. In CZ, however,
last names change with gender! Matthew and his son Samuel
would retain “Titus” as the default form of the family name,
while the four ladies would each add an “-ova” ending; so
Matthew Titus is married to Sara Titusova. There is also the
“-ovi” plural form used to refer to the whole family (or
even their place of residence): Titusovi. So Caitlin might say
to me, “Honey, don’t forget we’re having dinner with (or
even AT) the Titusovi tonight.”

MINISTRY WEB PAGE

OBC FINDS WIN-WIN SOLUTION

You can visit our new ministry web page by going to:
www.oakbend.org => Ministries => Czech Republic

We’ve been wanting a website for our ministry for some
time, but the prospect always seemed daunting: how to get
one? How to keep it up-to-date when neither of us know
much about Web design? If we can’t keep it up-to-date, is it
worth having? Well, OBC (Oak Bend Church, our sending
church) has found a resolution to our problem that is positively God-inspired: add a page for OUR ministry onto the
CHURCH’s site! Now materials, links, and information
about our ministry are available to the public at no extra
cost, and friends from the church can assist with site
maintenance. Caleb Andrews (Scott’s younger brother) is
even helping out, and we are so grateful!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
IInd Corinthians ii:14-16 “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and
through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the
knowledge of him. For we are to God the aroma of Christ
among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the one we are the smell of death; to the other,
the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task?”

Like the new layout? We couldn’t have done it alone—special thanks to Andrew T. Davidson for
his expertise, creativity, and continued friendship. The photo in the corner is of the world-famous
Orloj (Astronomical Clock) that adorns the wall of City Hall in Prague. Originally mounted in
1410, it is the oldest functional astronomical clock in existence and part of a larger, fascinating
display that includes a procession of the Twelve Apostles and calendric/astrological animations!

March 2012

DAYS OF
PRAYER & VISION

GETTING ALONE WITH GOD
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful.”
Colossians iv:2
Throughout the Gospels we see our Savior withdrawing for
extended periods of private prayer (Matthew xiv:23 is one
example). Time spent alone with the Father was essential to
life and ministry of Christ Himself: how much more so for
us! By the Grace of God, we were both able to set aside all
of Thursday, February 23rd for this purpose, and were each
blessed to find locations conducive to extended meditation,
reflection, worship, study, contemplation, and prayer.
Our heartfelt thanks to Grace United Methodist Church in
Perrysburg, Ohio, for lending Scott the use of their chapel;
since this was his early childhood church, the blessing was
made quite personal for him. We are also grateful to the
Toledo Museum of Art for maintaining a facility so suitable
for Caitlin in this regard; as a student of art history, both
the building and its contents helped cultivate the necessary
quietness within her.
In addition to praises and prayers for our immediate ministry, know that many of YOU were brought before the Lord
during this time, as we thank God continually for your love,
and friendship. Praise be to God!!!
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PRAYER REQUESTS
A good friend of Scott & Caitlin recently made a decision
for Christ! Please pray for Kristen, that her heart would be
fertile soil where this new Word would grow deep roots;
pray also against the Enemy, who would love to snatch
away the Word of Truth from that soil! Lastly, pray that
Kristen would find a good church where she can grow.
Pray for Scott as he continues to make contact with local
churches. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also” - we pray God would utilize our ministry as a common ground through which to unify His Body in the
Greater Toledo area.
Continue to pray that we would find ways to share our
ministry with Toledo Christian Schools and the various
networks of brothers & sisters connected therewith.
By God’s gracious provision it appears Scott will be able
to leave working at Cracker Barrel at the end of May! Pray
our efforts in raising prayer/finances would snowball as a
result, that we might be ready to depart by early August!

The Cloisters of the Toledo Art Museum, where
Caitlin spent much of her Day of Prayer & Vision

Your encouragement and support as we prepare for ministry in the Czech Republic has been an
amazing blessing; so that you may both rejoice with us in the Lord’s faithfulness and pray with us
for His will here on earth, we will be sending you regular Czech-Ups like this one!
—Scott & Caitlin Andrews—

March 2012
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OAK BEND PRAYS

MONTHLY PRAYER TEAMS FORM

A prayer gathering at Oak Bend Church—just
one of many ways our ministry is being lifted up
in prayer on a regular basis, by the Grace of God!

“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we
have not stopped praying for you” (Colossians i:9a) - among
others, our home church of Oak Bend has certainly been
living out this verse in private, group, and corporate prayer.
In addition, the Missions Committee at OBC has recently
implemented a monthly Prayer Team, wherein volunteers
commit to pray specifically for us and our ministry on a
daily basis over a set month; each new month brings sign-up
for a new team, with repeats welcome! We are finding that
this approach allows more people to participate, since they
can sign up for whatever month fits their schedule and
aren’t required to meet with the others in person. If you
would like to sign up for a month (regardless of whether
you attend Oak Bend or not), email our Missions Director
Barbie Andrews at undertheyellowwood@hotmail.com.

ANSWERS TO PRAYER
YAY GOD! KEEP ‘EM COMIN’!

Scott as quizmaster at the FEC Spring Bible Quiz-Off
at Archbold Evangelical Church (Saturday, March 10th)

“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective”
(James v:16b). God has been faithful in response to all these
prayers. Since our last update, we have had many opportunities to minster to the Body of Christ through children’s
ministries, music/worship, participation in the Spring Bible
Quiz-off, and more. Many logistical advances were made by
God’s Grace, both for our current situation and future ministry; we have also been blessed to continue practicing hospitality in accordance with Romans xii:13. To all these must
be added this additional praise: several beautiful relationships with other churches in the Midwest have begun! We
praise the Lord for working His Purpose in this, as these
congregations, Oak Bend, we, and YOU are mutually encouraged by each other’s faith (to use Paul’s words from
Romans i:12). And still more opportunities are opening up!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Ephesians i:16-19a “I have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”

Do you know a church that would be blessed by hearing about our ministry? We’d love your help
connecting with them! Our God is so much bigger than any of us can imagine; when we share
together what He is doing to increase His Fame both in the US and in CZ, we all walk away with
a bigger concept of Him! We would love the opportunity to become more unified with the
churches in your life; let us know how we can serve them & you, our fellow heirs in Christ!

April-May 2012
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THE FEC EDITION!!!

DENOMINATION PARTNERSHIP
&
LICENSING FINALIZED!
“But, ‘Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.’ For it
is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.”
IInd Corinthians x:17-18
The first weekend in November of 2011, we met for lunch
with Steve Edlin and Hal Lehman of the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches [FEC] to discuss possible partnership.
(FEC is the denomination to which our sending church
[Oak Bend] belongs; there is also an incredibly positive and
strong partner relationship between FEC and The Evangelical Alliance Mission [TEAM], our sending organization.)
That first meeting was saturated by the Spirit, and we all
left determined to pursue partnership.
Well, only six short months later, the partnership has come
to fruition! The Lord has been amazing as we have completed various rounds of paperwork, interviews, etc. and on
April 17th we headed out to Fort Wayne for a two-day
session to make our relationship with FEC official. After
meeting with president Rocky Rocholl, the board of International Ministries, and members of the Elder Board, we
received full approval and credentialing as FEC missionaries!
This additional partnership will be of benefit to our ministry
in more ways than we can detail here; rejoice with us as the
Lord continues to affirm His work and purpose in us!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAYER REQUESTS
Praise the Lord! We have been able to start healthy relationships with several churches in the area! Pray for us as
we continue to deepen these friendships, and as we make
contact with still other congregations; specifically, pray
that we would be a blessing to our bothers & sisters, and
that God would utilize our ministry as a common ground
through which to unify His Body in the Greater Toledo
area.
We are beginning the application process for acquiring
Czech visas; please pray for wisdom, and that God would
go before us as we seek these important documents.
Continue to pray that we would find ways to share our
ministry with Toledo Christian Schools and the various
networks of brothers & sisters connected therewith.
Scott will finish working at Cracker Barrel at the end of
May! (Caitlin will stay on a little longer.) Praise the Lord
for enabling him to spend more time on our ministry. At
this same time, we will be moving in with Scott’s folks; we
hope to stay with them until our departure (no date set as
of yet). Pray for a smooth transition into our new home,
and blessings upon the Andrews’ for their hospitality.
Praising the Lord for our new partnership
with the FEC International Ministries Board
(see www.fecministries.com for more info)

Many exciting changes are taking place in our lives and ministry! For example, we have a new mailing address:
Scott & Caitlin Andrews
815 Whitehall Drive
Perrysburg, OH 43551
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BLESSINGS CONTINUE
PREACHING, PASSPORTS, & MORE

In other news, the past month or so has been jam-packed
with new opportunities for growth, answers to prayer, and
steps along the way! On Palm Sunday, Scott had the pleasure of preaching the Word at Oak Bend (you can hear his
sermon at www.oakbend.org if so inclined), gaining valuable
experience in this important skill. The Lord also made a
straight path for us as we expedited the renewal of Scott’s
passport to aid in visa acquisition.
May 4th-6th Caitlin was blessed to attend a Women’s Retreat with a life-long friend and several ladies from our
church. The Lord used this refreshing weekend to refocus
Caitlin’s heart and mind, building her faith and encouraging
her during this crucial time of preparation in our ministry.

Caitlin at a Women’s Retreat
at Miracle Camp in Lawton, Michigan
(Friday, May 4th — Sunday, May 6th)

THE BEAUTIFUL BODY

SUPPORT UPDATE
NOW OVER 50% FUNDED!!!

Since our last update, we have had the pleasure of visiting,
worshipping with, and/or ministering to several wonderful
churches in Northwest Ohio / Southeast Michigan:

As you may recall, our current phase of ministry involves
raising two different kinds of funds: 1) one-time sending
cost, which includes monies for travel to CZ, shipping our
possessions there, setting up house, and language study
fees; and 2) monthly support, providing steady cash-flow for
food, clothing, rent, utilities, and so on.

Grace Temple Church Of God In Christ in Toledo,
Ohio
ADAT ADONAI Messianic Congregation in Ottawa
Lake, Michigan
United Vision Baptist Church in Toledo, Ohio.
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Stony Ridge,
Ohio, where we gave a presentation “the Czech Condition” and sang a Czech worship song IN CZECH!
What a joy it has been to meet new brothers and sisters in
Christ!; we belong to a beautiful Body! And there is an added blessing: we first came into contact with each of these
churches through our work at Cracker Barrel! God works!

Now, it’s time to raise an Ebenezer—”thus far has the Lord
helped us”— and boast in Him, for by His lavish grace our
one-time sending cost has now accumulated to 50%, while
our monthly support level is now at 59%! There is still
much to be done, and the Lord is the One Who must provide the increase; therefore join us in raising up this daily
bread He has provided and giving thanks to the Giver of all
Good things! Lord, multiply our offerings for Your Glory!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Romans xiv:17-19 “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of
eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is
pleasing to God and approved by men. Let us therefore make
every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.”

Your encouragement and support as we prepare for ministry in the Czech Republic has been an
amazing blessing; so that you may both rejoice with us in the Lord’s faithfulness and pray with us
for His Will here on earth, we will be sending you regular Czech-Ups like this one!
—Scott & Caitlin Andrews—

June 2012
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PRAISE IN THE PEOPLE’S PRESENCE
“As they make music they will sing,
‘All my fountains are in you.’”
Psalm lxxxvii:7
One beautiful aspect of our current phase in ministry is that
we are often forced out of our comfort zone: preaching,
presenting, etc. are new to us, and we need to grow in
these areas. But every now and then, God lets us enjoy a
brief return to the area of ministry with which we are most
familiar—WORSHIP! We have recently been blessed with
opportunities to lead worship at two different churches,
first at Threshold Church in Toledo, Ohio (May 27th), then
at Calvary Evangelical Mennonite Church in Washington,
Illinois (June 3rd); how humbling to be entrusted by these
churches to lead their congregations in praise to our God!
A special thanks to the many brothers and sisters who assisted us in these efforts, whether by helping us set up, contributing musically, or running sound & PowerPoint—
congregational worship is always ever a team effort, and we
couldn’t do it without you!
Scott also got to play a few ‘gigs’ with a local music group
called All About HIM! (See www.allabouthimministry.com
for more information.) This group has a fantastic ministry,
but is short a guitarist at present, so Scott filled in. In addition to playing at First St. John Lutheran Church’s All
Daughters Banquet in Toledo, Ohio (May 16th), Scott also
played with the group during a live television broadcast for
WOCB TV39 in Marion, Ohio (May 19th). These ladies are
absolutely wonderful, and working with them was a delight!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to pray that we would find ways to share our
ministry with Toledo Christian Schools and the various
networks of brothers & sisters connected therewith.
Pray for us as we continue to deepen our friendships with
several churches, and pray we would find opportunities to
serve these congregations during the upcoming weeks.
Specifically, pray for the Lord’s blessing and will for:
ADAT ADONAI in Ottawa Lake, Michigan
CALVARY EVANGELICAL in Washington, Illinois
EBENEZER MENNONITE in Bluffton, Ohio
GRACE TEMPLE in Toledo, Ohio
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN in Stony Ridge, Ohio
THRESHOLD in Toledo, Ohio
UNITED VISION in Toledo, Ohio

We have begun the application process for acquiring
Czech visas, and, in answer to your prayers, we have already received Caitlin’s Apostille! Please continue to pray
for wisdom, and that God would go before us as we seek
Scott’s Apostille and complete other steps for our visas.
Scott playing with All About HIM
on WOCB TV39 in Marion, Ohio
(see www.coacb.org for more information)

Many exciting changes are taking place in our lives and ministry! For example, we have a new mailing address:
Scott & Caitlin Andrews
815 Whitehall Drive
Perrysburg, OH 43551

June 2012
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ANSWER TO PRAYERS
GOD MEETS MULTIPLE NEEDS

Divine appointments: Caitlin with new friends
Holly and Nathan Stewart (May 18th)

With our departure to CZ drawing ever nearer, many decisions must be made regarding our earthly possessions: what
to take with us, what to put into storage, and what to get
rid of altogether. In order to reduce our shipping costs, we
determined to take only a few essentials with us overseas,
so the question began to loom large: how to glorify the
Lord with our remaining furniture, appliances, etc.? Hating
to throw away what might bless others, we prayed for the
Lord’s solution. Sure enough, during a recent visit to a local
church, we learned of a family (the Stewarts) whose home
and belongings had been destroyed in a tragic fire. We
made contact and quickly realized how the Lord was meeting their need AND answering our prayers at the same
time! We grieve the loss this couple and their children have
endured, but we boast in the Goodness of our God, who
works in us to will and to act according to His purpose!
“For He will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted
who have no one to help” (Psalm lxxii:12). Amen!

TIME w/ TITUSOVI

THE BLESSINGS OF FRIENDSHIP

Caitlin reads to three of the Titus children
(and Scott!) during our recent visit (June 3rd-4th)

After our visit to Calvary Evangelical Mennonite Church in
Washington, Illinois, we were blessed with the opportunity
to visit with the Titusovi, who also live in that state. As you
may recall, Matthew & Sara Titus are fellow missionary appointees to the Czech Republic through TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission, our sending organization); we met
them and their four children in February while at Phase
Four training, and they have quickly become dear friends.
During our visit we had the privilege of spending the night
at their home, as well as much of the following day; we
praise the Lord for their generous hospitality and the joy of
fellowshipping with these future “Czech-mates.” Please pray
with us for this family, who, like us, is preparing for departure to the mission field to serve the Lord and His Church!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Romans xii:9-13 “Love must be sincere. Hate what
is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with
God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”

Your encouragement and support as we prepare for ministry in the Czech Republic is an amazing
blessing; so that you may both rejoice with us in the Lord’s faithfulness and pray with us
for His Will here on earth, we will be sending you regular Czech-Ups like this one!
—Scott & Caitlin Andrews—

July 2012
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MORE WONDERFUL CHURCHES!

“Dear friend, you are faithful in what you
are doing for the brothers, even though
they are strangers to you. They have told
the church about your love. You will do
well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.”
IIIrd John i:5-6
As you may recall, we were recently approved and licensed
by the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches, the denomination to which our home church belongs; as a result, we are
enjoying even greater connection to other churches in the
FEC! Last month we ventured forth to Washington, Illinois
to worship with Calvary Evangelical Mennonite, and on July
8th we had the pleasure of visiting Groveland Evangelical
Mennonite, another FEC church in the Greater Peoria area.
We also spent two days (June 19th-20th) at FEC headquarters in Fort Wayne, Indiana, getting better acquainted with
our new partnering organization.
It seems that everywhere we go, God’s people (many of
whom we have never met before) show us incredible grace
and hospitality; we ask you to join us in praising the Lord
for these faithful and selfless brothers and sisters!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to pray that we would find ways to share our
ministry with Toledo Christian Schools and the various
networks of brothers & sisters connected therewith.
We have many exciting ministry opportunities coming up
in the next month including FEC’s annual convention,
another VBS, and several church visits. Pray for the
Lord’s supernatural energy and love, and that we would
be “the aroma of Christ” (IInd Corinthians ii:14-16) to
everyone we encounter.
Please continue to pray that God would go before us as
we seek Scott’s Apostille and complete other steps for our
visas. Pray also for wisdom and discernment, as there are
many ways (with varying price tags) to go about all this.
Some friends at Threshold Church in Toledo, Ohio are
working hard in preparation for a fundraising event on
our behalf! Praise God with us for their serving hearts and
pray for the Lord’s blessing on these efforts!
Praise the Lord, our one-time sending cost is rapidly accruing! We are at about 70% of our required amount—
amazing! Pray with us that the Lord would raise up additional monthly supporters, so that when we reach 100%
sending cost we will be able to promptly depart for the
field to which Our Lord has called us (see Matthew ix:38).

Scott with long-time friend
Bruce Rocke, pastor of
Groveland Evangelical
Mennonite (July 8th)

What IS an Apostille? Many of you have asked, and we are glad; we had never heard of them either until
recently. One of the challenges of international travel is that each nation is sovereign; documents issued by one
government aren’t necessarily binding for another government. So how does a US birth certificate (for example)
become authoritative in the Czech Republic? With an Apostille; think of it like an international notary. Once a
document has an Apostille, all countries undersigning the Apostille Treaty will honor that document as official.
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SONRISE NAT’L PARK
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Sharing about missions and the Czech Republic
at Oak Bend Church’s VBS (June 27th)

At our home church of Oak Bend, Vacation Bible School is
perhaps their favorite week of ministry in the whole year;
June 23rd-27th, the church was transformed into SonRise
National Park, and with the help of the church’s youth
group we were blessed with the opportunity to lead the
kids in song and dance (many of the songs supporting the
curriculum were electronic and had extensive choreography
to help underscore the scriptural content). We were able
to talk with many people about the Lord’s work in CZ, and
at each evening’s session we taught the children a bit about
missions in general, emphasizing some things all missionaries
need to have: going feet, kneeling knees, loving hearts, and
speaking tongues eager to testify to the saving power of
Christ (see Ist Peter iii:15). It was a wonderful week of
learning about the true peace, true power, true love, and
true hope promised us in Christ! (See Colossians ii:9-10)

… AND MORE VBS!
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN

Lyle and Sandra Diefenthaler, friends from St. John’s
who dropped in on Oak Bend’s VBS, too!

SonRise National Park hasn’t been our only VBS experience
this summer; our brothers and sisters at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Stony Ridge, Ohio invited us to participate in their Vacation Bible School (June 18th-22nd) as
well! Visiting a VBS is a wonderful way to get to know a
congregation, and to see their heart; we feel honored to
have been so welcomed by these dear people. Special
thanks to Anessa, who let Scott help out with the games,
and Pastor Daniel Beaudoin, who is always so supportive of
our ministry. We also want to send out a big thank you to
Lyle & Sandra Diefenthaler, who not only invited us to their
VBS, but also stopped by Oak Bend to experience ours as
well! “ … [S]o in Christ we who are many form one body,
and each member belongs to all the others” (Romans xii:5);
how cool is it to work together in spurring children on to
faith in Him, for our Father in heaven is not willing that any
of these little ones should be lost! (Matthew xviii:14)

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Psalm cxxxix: 4-6 “Before a word is on my
tongue You know it completely, O Lord. You
hem me in — behind and before; You have laid
Your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too
wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.”
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VBS CONTINUES!!!

MORE OPPORUNITIES TO SERVE
“See that you do not look down on one
of these little ones. For I tell you that
their angels in heaven always see the face
of my Father in heaven.”
Matthew xviii:10
This summer has been jam-packed with awesome VBS experiences! As you may recall, we took part in two Vacation
Bible Schools during the month of June, first at St. John’s
Lutheran in Stony Ridge, Ohio, and then at our home
church of Oak Bend in Perrysburg, Ohio.
We thought we were finished with VBS for the summer,
but—Praise the Lord!—we were mistaken! Another local
church, The Vineyard in Perrysburg, invited us to participate in their VBS July August 6th-10th: Scott led a group of
preschoolers, while Caitlin lent a hand with some older
kids. It was a lot of hard work, but also a lot of fun! [Thank
you, Vineyard, for entrusting us with these precious little
ones.]
The following week (August 13th-17th), Scott was given the
opportunity to help True North Church (FEC) in Cannon
Falls, Minnesota with their “Journey of a Lifetime” VBS as
well, this time leading music. What a joy to get better
acquainted with this gracious congregation of believers!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.
For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord! The Titusovi, our friends and fellow
Czech-mates, have completed their fundraising and safely
arrived in the Czech Republic! Please pray for them as
they all adjust to their new life and language!
We were blessed to meet representatives from many wonderful FEC churches at the 2012 Convention; pray we
would be able to visit with them in the coming months,
that we would be mutually encouraged in accordance
with Romans i:12, and that partnerships in prayer and
finances might even result.
Praise the Lord! A way has been opened for increased
communication with the Toledo Christian Schools network of believers, in answer to your faithful prayers! Petition the Lord with us, that He would glorify His Name
through this opportunity.
Continue to pray for the Lord’s joy and peace to rest upon
us as we strive toward the goals to which we have been
called. Let Galations vi:9-10 guide all our prayers: “Let us
not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”

More wonderful Vacation Bible School ministry:
The Vineyard Church in Perrysburg, OH (above),
and True North Church in Cannon Falls, MN (right)

We’ve been blessed with an encouragingly busy summer! As the photo to the left testifies, we’ve
been on the road a great deal: well over 3,000 miles this summer for out-of-town ministry
purposes! We’ve also ridden bikes, flown in airplanes, etc. and all without event or accident—
PRAISE THE LORD FOR GRANTING US SAFETY THROUGHOUT OUR TRAVELS!!!
Pray also that His Favor would continue, as we have still more trips ahead! Thank You, Lord!
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OUR FELLOW WORKERS
PRAYING & STRIVING TOGETHER

During our current phase of ministry, we are blessed with
many opportunities to meet, learn from, and pray with other missionaries and ministers. This past month Wendy
Wood, a friend of ours from United Vision Baptist Church,
went on a short-term missions trip to Nairobi, Kenya; the
Lord graciously worked circumstances so that we could
meet with her to pray the day before she left.

Meeting to pray and fellowship with our sister
Wendy Wood prior to her departure for Nairobi

The Holy Spirit is cultivating a sense of mission at UVBC,
utilizing Wendy, Pastor Stanley E. Clark, Sr., and others; we
have been blessed to witness this growth, and pray for its
continuation! The Lord has brought us into contact with
many churches in similar circumstances—increasingly convinced of the importance of international ministry and eager
to find their role in missions. The Kingdom is advancing on
many fronts; many are putting their hands to the plow!

2012 FEC CONVENTION

STRENGTHENING RELATIONSHIPS

One of our sending organizations—the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches—held its annual convention this past
month at Northwoods Church in Peoria, Illinois, and we
were honored to attend. This three-day long event (August
2nd-4th) offered opportunities to connect with many
churches and individuals across the country, building relationships that are already starting to bear fruit!

Caitlin getting better acquainted with some fellow
FEC missionaries: Ashley Freytag, Anna Mortenson,
Jennifer Sprunger, and Gerri Masters

Another highlight of the conference was the chance to
spend quality time praying, worshipping, and breaking bread
with other FEC missionaries, hailing from fields as diverse as
Mali, East Asia, Algeria, Zimbabwe, Spain, and the Middle
East. Some of these brothers and sisters are veterans in
overseas ministry; others are (like us) just beginning. We
pray for these, and all the saints, that whenever they open
their mouths, words may be given them so that they might
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, as should
we (Ephesians vi:18-20).

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Ist Thessalonians v:23-24 “May God Himself, the
God of peace, sanctify you through and through.
May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The One who calls you is faithful and He will do it.”

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-0219
www.oakbend.org

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
PO Box 969
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-653-5300
www.teamworld.org

FEC International Ministries
1420 Kerrway Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
260-423-3649
www.fecministries.org

September 2012

Czech-Up 1.8

PASTA PERFECT

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER
“Now, our God, we give You thanks, and
praise Your glorious Name. But who am I,
and who are my people, that we should be
able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from You, and we have given
You only what comes from Your hand.”
- Ist Chronicles xxix:13-14 A few months ago we were invited to lead worship at a
missional church in Toledo, Ohio called Threshold. As we
were packing up after the service, a young lady named Mandi Biller (who had helped us lead worship that morning)
approached us with an amazing word: she felt the Lord
leading her to organize a fundraising event to benefit our
ministry!
Together with numerous individuals from both Threshold
and our home church (Oak Bend), Mandi spent several
months in hard work, planning, and preparation, resulting in
a wonderful Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser (August 31st). In
addition to superb food, there were many other goings-on,
including a silent auction, dollar-a-minute chair massages,
and more! Our most profound gratitude to Mandi & her
aunt Marcia, Norm & Tami Mielke, Tree Brown, Eric LaVoie, Scott Biddle, Kathy Matzinger, Sally Mielke, Pastor
Tom Schaeffer, and countless others who attended, donated items, prayed, and showed support in so many ways!
The event was a huge success, and we thank God for you!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.
For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Thus far we have been praying for the Lord’s perfect timing regarding our departure to the Czech Republic, without any concrete date in mind to bring before the Throne;
however, we believe God allows for specific prayer, and
we now have a window to lift up to Him. One of our dearest Czech friends, named Silvia, is getting married in May
of 2013, and we have been invited to the wedding! Pray we
would arrive in the Czech Republic no later than May 1st
[though earlier is fine! :-)], so we don’t miss this joyous
event!
We have several ministry opportunities presently in the
works, including some long stints out of state! Pray for all
the necessary logistics to come together, and that we
would indeed be a blessing to all these with whom we
meet!
As part of Scott’s training & preparation, he is learning to
perform various duties germane to ministry; accordingly,
on October 24th he will (Lord willing) administer communion at Oak Bend! Pray for Scott, both as he prepares
and as he performs this important duty!
As a modest gesture of our gratitude to all those who
attended our Spaghetti Dinner, we put on a bit of a
concert, with Caitlin debuting on the mandolin!

Have you noticed that many of the photographs we include in our Czech-Ups show us on-stage, playing music?
There is a simple reason for this phenomenon: few other pictures get taken! Some of our ministry is so intimate
and personal it would be inappropriate to take photos; other ministry lacks visual interest, and still other times
we get so caught up in the Lord’s work we forget to bust out the camera! We appreciate your patience in this
last instance, and promise we will try to be more faithful in capturing the moments we long to share with you!
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MASS MEDIA MESSAGES
RADIO & TELEVISION MINISTRY

Last year Scott appeared as a guest on our local Christian
radio station, YES FM; every morning for a week, he shared
a brief devotional thought to help send listeners about their
day. This past month Scott returned to this “Morning
Munch” show, as it is called; from August 20th-24th, he
shared insights and encouragements from the Book of Proverbs and spoke of God’s continuing work in our ministry.

Scott sharing about the Czech condition during
the WOCB TV39 “Saturday Night Gospel Sing”

CHURCH VISITS

EXPERIENCING & EXPLORING

This past month saw yet another return to mass media, as
Scott again accompanied All About HIM in a television
broadcast on September 15th in Marion, Ohio. In a
“serendipitous” turn of events, the program came up short
a few minutes of material, and the Lord engineered an
opening for Scott to share the spiritual state of affairs in the
Czech Republic on the air before a live television audience!

CONDITIONING
ADJUSTING IN ADVANCE

Before Scott took off for Minnesota last month, we made
our way to Gridley, Illinois to worship at Salem Church
(August 12th). We had very much been looking forward to
visiting this congregation, as Scott has many friends and
acquaintances connected with Salem. We lead the congregation in a few worship songs, and were greatly encouraged by Pastor Stuart Rex’ words from the pulpit; after the
service, we enjoyed a lunch meeting with the missions committee and got better acquainted.

When we arrive in the Czech Republic, there will be many
adjustments to make; almost every aspect of life will undergo some degree of change, ranging from subtle shifts to
potential upheavals! In order to maximize our effectiveness
and smooth our transition, we have accordingly begun to
gradually modify our lifestyle. For example, we are trying to
walk or bicycle to as many of our local destinations as possible (Czechs generally don’t drive unless going out of town,
and even then trains are used heavily).

On September 2nd we visited Pathway Church in Strongsville, Ohio. Following a wonderful evening of fellowship with
Pastor Kip Kratche & his family, we were blessed to work
hand-in-hand with the worship team there, leading the congregation before the Lord in praise. We even got to take
part in the sermon, fielding questions from Kip in support of
his message on Kingdom building, dialoguing about missions!

We are also trying to make wise purchases in preparation
for our mission. At present, clothing prices are so high in
the Czech Republic that many Czechs are crossing the
boarder into Germany to shop, so in order to stretch our
funds as far as possible, we are buying certain key articles
(winter coats, for example; Czech gets very cold!) here in
the States—all in colors appropriate to Central/Eastern
Europe: greys, brown, forest green, etc. Soon we hope to
start adopting Czech approaches to meal planning & diet!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Deuteronomy i:31 “And you saw in the wilderness how
the Lord your God carried you as a man carries his son all
along the way you traveled until you reached this place.”
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IMMERSION 2012

THE MISSIONAL CHURCH MODEL
“So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip His people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.”
Ephesians iv:11-13
Our ministry in the Czech Republic will be predominantly
that of church planting; accordingly, we want to learn all we
can about the Body of Christ in its myriad forms, and how
these might be best established. This past month the Lord
provided Scott a wonderful opportunity to study the
“Missional” church model through a weekend-long seminar
at Threshold Church in Toledo, Ohio (October 6th-7th).
This church model is most immediately based out of Sheffield, England, and is being used by the Lord in many exciting ways around the world; over the course of two days,
Scott was blessed to attend lectures on a variety of themes
which may come into play in our future ministry: Huddle
(Discipleship of Leadership); Moralistic Therapeutic Deism;
Holistic Reproducible Discipleship; The Rhythm of God;
The Values of Generations Y and Z; Missional Vocabulary;
Relational Worship; Unlearning Church; Spiritual Warfare;
Challenges in Launching a Missional Movement; and lastly,
LifeShapes (geometric shapes communicating Biblical truth).
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord! Scott’s administration of communion
last month went well, in answer to your prayers!
Through the generosity of regular supporters and special
contributions, we have accrued over 95% of our one-time
sending cost! This fund pays for airfare, shipping, setting
up house, language school, and more! Thank You, Lord!
We are so grateful for the constant encouragements and
blessings we receive in this ministry, because we often
feel fairly overwhelmed by all that still remains to be done
(IInd Corinthians iv:7-9 sums up our present experience
rather well, at times). Our monthly support is about 50%
raised; please pray for protection against the Enemy’s
taunts & deceit, and that the Lord would safeguard our
morale as we press forward to complete our fundraising.
Pray the ease of Christ’s yoke and the lightness of His
burden would be ours in increasing measure as we strive
to serve His Gospel “by the gift of God’s grace given [us]
through the working of His power” (Ephesians iii:7).
Pray we might diligently watch, pray, and wait upon the
Lord in all these things! “Do the skies themselves send
down showers? No, it is You, Lord our God. Therefore
our hope is in You, for You are the one who does all this.”
Pray that—Lord willing—we would safely arrive in the
Czech Republic by May 1st of 2013. We have been invited
to a Czech friend’s wedding during that month, and very
much want to honor that invitation if at all possible.

Scott participating in a “Leadership Huddle” as a followup to the invaluable training he received at Immersion.

In an effort to increase ministry effectiveness & communication, one of our sending organizations (TEAM The Evangelical Alliance Mission) has rolled out new visual standards and a new website! While these changes
should in no way affect any contributions directed through TEAM, we do want to relay the new URL for this
important partner (www.team.org) so you all can check it out! And our TEAM-mates in the Czech Republic
also have a new web page, which details more of the ministry already going on there (http://czech.team.org).
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MOBILEPACK EVENT
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

Sporting our stylish hairnets at Northpoint
Church’s MobilePack Event (October 26th)

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless
is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” We
ask that this passage from James might become a vital cornerstone in our future church-planting. As a result, we are
eager to participate in and learn from ministries actively
living this verse! On October 26th, we were invited to participate at Northpoint Church in Toledo, Ohio as they
worked to prepare some 100,000 meals for Feed My Starving Children (www.fmsc.org). This organization has developed a soy & rice mixture that provides all the essential
nutrition needed by starving children around the world, and
can provide these meals for only 22¢ each! With 18,000
children dying from malnourishment daily, this is a need our
religion can meet! Thank-you to David Munn for inviting us!

MARRIAGE RETREAT

MIRACLE CAMP & RETREAT CENTER

Out for a wagon ride around Miracle Camp
with new friends Brian & Tamara Parker

Mark x:9 is adamant: “Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” Many missionaries have impressed upon us the importance of keeping our marriage a
top priority as we move forward to overseas ministry; our
Enemy knows that destroyed homes can undermine our
witness, as many tragic examples from the history of modern missions bear out. We want to be intentional in our
marriage, working hard to continually grow in love & unity.
With this goal in mind, we attended our first-ever Marriage
Retreat at Miracle Camp & Retreat Center in Lawton, Michigan. The weekend of November 2nd-4th was spent in the
company of many other Christian couples, striving hand-inhand to learn more of God’s plan for the mysterious and
beautiful union of man & wife. We learned a great deal,
deepened our channels of communication, met new friends,
and even made strides toward conquering old fears as we
attempted the High Ropes course (Scott has long suffered a
debilitating fear of heights; he only completed one level, but
even that took a great deal of commitment & initiative)!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Acts xvii:24-25 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live
in temples built by human hands. And He is not served by
human hands, as if He needed anything. Rather, He Himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.”
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AT YEAR’S END

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

THE 2012th YEAR OF OUR LORD
“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his
greatness no one can fathom. One generation will
commend your works to another; they will tell of
your mighty acts. They will speak of the glorious
splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on your
wonderful works. They will tell of the power of your
awesome works, and I will proclaim your great
deeds. They will celebrate your abundant goodness
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.”
Psalm cxlv:3-7
Wow! It has been an incredible year, filled with ministry,
learning, friendships new & old … too many blessings to
count, in all honesty. The Lord has proven Himself time and
again, and we give all glory to Him! We want to take this
final Czech-Up of 2012 to provide a more detailed update
of our current situation, and to convey what we see on the
2013 horizon.
As many of you know, our current phase of ministry is
largely concerned with the raising of necessary finances.
You may also recall that there are two different “kinds” of
money we must raise before we can move on to the Czech
missions field: one-time sending cost (what’s needed to
GET us there) and monthly support (what’s needed to
KEEP us there. This support can actually be pledged biannually or even yearly and then divided across a twelvemonth spread; the key factor is continued cash flow).
Well, we are pleased to announce that through your generous gifts and faithful contributions, the Lord has overflowed
our cup: over 120% of our one-time sending cost has
accrued to date, which means we have all the LIQUID asset
we will need to depart! [You might be wondering: “What’s
going to happen to the extra 20%?” Not to worry: all monies we receive in excess of the one-time sending cost can
be defrayed across our first term (projected to be 3 years),
effectively functioning as monthly support for our ministry!
And until we depart for the field, that surplus will continue
to grow as more gifts and regular contributions come in!]
Now, we want to be very clear about this: we are NOT yet
ready to depart. While our one-time sending cost has been
more than amply supplied, we will not be approved to leave
until we have been pledged our monthly requirement in full.
So in 2013 our focus (in terms of fundraising) will be largely
turned toward raising our monthly support. At present, we
calculate our current pledges to comprise almost 60% of

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Now that the Holidays are coming to an end, we are looking forward to a blessedly busy January! We hope to be
travelling to several different churches, both locally and
out of state: pray the Lord would empower us to make the
most of each precious opportunity, for His glory and not
our own agenda! Pray also that the Body of Christ would
be strengthened and blessed by our ministry, and that we
might build lasting partnerships the work of the kingdom!
Several churches are considering financial partnership
with the ministry God has given us; please pray for the
Spirit to guide His Church in every step of these decisionmaking processes, and that the Lord’s favor might grant
us aid through these means!
Pray that as the Lord enables us to faithfully minister in
His Kingdom, we might be entrusted with everincreasing opportunities to share about this ministry [see
Matthew xxv:14-30], and that He will guide us to those
He has appointed to send us!
the total requirement (this figure includes the defrayed surplus
from our one-time sending); Please join us in praising and thanking God for blessing us with this support, and pray for His continued provision—whether through monthly partnerships with
churches & individuals, or through the defrayment of additional
surpluses & one-time gifts! He truly is Jehovah Jireh [see Genesis
xxii:14; also Philippians iv:19]!

Veselé Vánoce,
a šťastný nový rok!
[Merry Christmas,
and Happy New Year!]
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FULLY FULL-TIME!!!

CAITLIN LEAVES CRACKER BARREL
FOR FUNDRAISING MINISTRY
“ … It would not be right for us to
neglect the ministry of the word of
God in order to wait on tables.”
Acts vi:2
Shortly after we got married, Scott left his job at Pilot Travel Centers to work for Cracker Barrel Old Country Store;
about six months later Caitlin followed suit, and for three
years the Lord supplied our material needs as we worked
there together. Then, in May of last year, Scott left Cracker
Barrel to move into full-time fundraising ministry, while
Caitlin remained to provide us a continued line of personal
income.
But now, the time has come for her to leave as well! Our
support has risen to a level sufficient for us to draw a small
living allowance monthly, in order to facilitate her departure
from Cracker Barrel’s employ. Now we are BOTH ministering full-time, and we praise God for making this possible!
We are always happiest working side by side, and certainly
that is our most effective way of ministering as well.
Not only will our new situation allow for increased freedom
in travel, it will also give us a chance to adjust to many aspects of the lifestyle ahead BEFORE we arrive on the field;
from day-to-day scheduling to careful budgeting (we receive
our living allowance only once per month, as opposed to
weekly pay checks), there are many disciplines we can work
on here and now to increase our effectiveness on the field!
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Our support is steadily growing, with several new supporters committing to partner with us! Praise the Lord for
His faithfulness in calling them to send, and their faithfulness through Him to obey! Pray also that our support
would continue to grow; we still have a ways to go before
we are ready to depart for the field! God’s grace be ours!
Several churches are considering financial partnership
with the ministry God has given us; please pray for the
Spirit to guide His Church in every step of these decisionmaking processes, and that the Lord’s favor might grant
us aid through these means!
It looks as though we will be travelling far and wide in the
upcoming months! Please pray for safe travels, and good
health so that we can faithfully keep all our commitments!
We are eager to visit some FEC churches which happen
to lie a little further than we’ve travelled to date: Kansas,
Missouri, and even Idaho, for example. Pray the way
would be opened for us to visit with these churches soon!

(Left) Caitlin on her last day of Cracker Barrel
employment (January 10th), saying goodbye to
manager JoAnna Madlinski. JoAnna hired us
both, and has been one of the many true friends
we have found there. We’ll miss you all so much!

Our God has worked circumstances to allow this ministry to become our full-time focus; what is more, He is
assuring that the time is well-spent, as the New Year has kicked off at lightening speed! In His faithfulness,
the Lord has provided church visits for us every Sunday in January, with many additional meetings and
ministry opportunities in between. Also, our calendars for February and March are starting to fill up quickly
with travel plans, appointments, and continued training! Praise Him with us, and pray His power will fill us!
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
WORSHIPING AND TEACHING

Our first ministry opportunity of the year was a chance to
visit and further connections with our brothers and sisters
at St. John’s Lutheran in Stony Ridge, Ohio (January 6th).
We were blessed to sing a special music selection (with
friends Lyle & Sandra Diefenthaler) during both of the services offered at the church, and were even permitted to join
one service’s praise team in leading the Saints before the
Lord in worship (see Psalm c:1-5)!
The gracious leadership at St. John’s also invited us to hold
an educational forum (somewhat similar to an adult Sunday
School class) between their two services that morning. This
forum included a presentation of our respective callings as
missionaries, key information about our sending agency
(TEAM), a brief description of our future ministry planting
churches in the Czech Republic, and some time for Q & A.
What a joy to start off 2013 in the presence of these friends!

EUREKA BIBLE CHURCH
TIME WITH FRIENDS OLD & NEW

We have been eagerly seeking opportunities to become
better acquainted with the many excellent churches that
make up our denomination, the Fellowship of Evangelical
Churches. The weekend of January 12th-13th brought one
such opportunity, as we travelled to Eureka, Illinois (not far
from Peoria) to spend time at Eureka Bible Church.
We taught an adult Sunday School class on the Czech condition, performed a Czech worship song for the congregation, and were even granted the privilege of speaking briefly
during the service. This church has been a profound blessing
to us through the years, not least through their exemplary
staff: Pastor Tom Swanson was part of the missions board
at FEC which approved us as missionaries, and Aaron Zehr
(Associate Pastor of Youth and Outreach) has been Scott’s
friend since junior high school! Many others from this
church have become a joy and encouragement to us, and
we are so glad to be able to come and worship together!

QUIZ ADVENTURES

PREPARING FOR SPRING QUIZ-OFF

Ken Sistrunk, pastor of Calvary Mennonite Church,
awaits Scott’s ruling during a friendly “Quiz Challenge”

As several past Czech-Ups evince, we thoroughly enjoy
participating in and assisting with our denomination’s Bible
Quizzing program, and our recent trip to Illinois provided
great opportunities in this regard as well. After ministering
in the morning at Eureka Bible Church, we were graciously
invited to observe their top-notch quiz team as they prepare for the Spring Quiz-off. Immediately following their
practice, we headed over to Washington, Illinois to participate in Calvary Mennonite Church’s “Quiz Challenge”—
where their quiz team takes on the pastoral staff, quiz
coaches, and other adults. Both events offered a wonderful
chance to encourage these youth in their study of God’s
word; we look forward to seeing their teams and others at
the Spring Quiz-Off in Morton, Illinois, where we both
hope to help out: Caitlin as timer, Scott as quizmaster.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Psalm lxviii:24-26 “Your procession has come into view, O
God, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary.
In front are the singers, after them the musicians; with them
are the maidens playing tambourines. Praise God in the great
congregation; praise the Lord in the assembly of Israel.”
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WINTER RETREAT 2013
MINISTERING AT MIRACLE CAMP
“God’s voice thunders in marvelous
ways; He does great things beyond
our understanding. He says to the
snow, ‘Fall on the earth,’ and to the
rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.’ So that all men He has made
may know His work, He stops every
man from his labor.”
Job xxxvii:5-7
Our home church has been blessed by the Lord with a truly
wonderful youth group, led by associate pastor Chad
Olszewski and his lovely wife Heidi; with a baby due to arrive this past month, Chad & Heidi asked us to fill in for
them in taking the youth up to Miracle Camp & Retreat
Center in Lawton, Michigan for a winter retreat. We were
thrilled to spend February 15th-17th with these teens (five
guys and seven gals), leading them through Ice Camp 2013
alongside fellow youth worker Teresa McCormick.
Late-night talks; praise & worship; good food; tobogganing
& tubing; excellent teaching by Pastor Mark Pospisil of
Brookside Church (an FEC church in Fort Wayne, Indiana);
crazy games like dodge ball and gold rush; … it was a great
weekend of watching God touch their young lives! We pray
for His continued work in their hearts (Ephesians iii:16-19).
Also attending Ice Camp that weekend was the youth group
from Pathway, a church from the Cleveland area that supports us regularly through prayer and finances. Their spiritfilled participation in games, worship, etc. was an added joy!
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord for keeping us safe & healthy during all
our travels and ministry in the year thus far! This is no
small blessing, and we are thankful for His mercy!
We are being given many opportunities to learn about
church planting, church leadership, evangelism, etc.
Please pray the Lord would help us be teachable, and
guide our understanding to grasp His truth, not just ours.
After much prayer by everyone involved, we excited to
announce that March should see us travelling out to the
state of Maine! We plan to spend time with two FEC
church plants there; pray we would be an encouragement
to these church plants, and that we might find ways to
genuinely serve them in the Lord.
We are eager to visit some other FEC churches to the
west: there are several in Kansas & Missouri, and even
one in Idaho! Pray the way would be opened for us to visit
with these churches soon, whether through Skype or in
person, as the Lord sees fit!

[Left] Scott during a spirited game of “Gold Rush”
with youth from several churches (& our team won!)
[Right] Caitlin learning to cross-country ski (a very
popular winter sport in CZ) with girls from Oak Bend

What an incredible year we’ve had thus far! Each passing week has brought new opportunities to minister to
the Body of Christ, learn more about how the Holy Spirit is working in the Kingdom, and build relationships
with God’s people. The Lord continues to demonstrate His faithfulness, raising up new financial partners
and contributions every week, bringing our level of monthly support pledged to 60% and our accumulated
one-time sending cost to over 120%! All praise to the Lord, in whom we live and move and have our being!
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HIGHLAND BETHEL

VINEYARD CHURCH

A LONG—OVERDUE VISIT

A BEAUTIFUL FRIENDSHIP, CONT’D

Sometimes after we build a relationship with a church, the
Lord lays a burden upon that church to partner with us in
ministry; sometimes, however, the Holy Spirit goes far ahead
of us! Highland Bethel Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana began
supporting our ministry last year in response to the Lord’s
leading—and we hadn’t yet visited them at the time! Well,
we took January 19th-20th to go get better acquainted with
this faithful congregation, and what a blessing that time was:
we joined their worship team in singing our God’s praises,
spoke in their Sunday School time, shared briefly during the
service, and attended quiz practice later in the afternoon.
The Lord has His almighty hand on this church, and we
praise Him for His continual faithfulness to/through them.
We were also blessed that weekend to spend the night at
the home of Kent & Angie Morton, some dear friends who
are missionaries to Albania preparing to return to the field.
An evening of laughter and joy—thank you, Lord, for friends!

Our relationship with the local Vineyard Church here in
Perrysburg, Ohio has been growing beautifully deeper over
the last year, through time spent at Vacation Bible School,
friendships with multiple families from the congregation, and
meetings with the staff. This church has blessed us in many
ways, not least in letting us participate in their worship service on January 27th; Pastor William Herzog interviewed us
onstage, and we met many new friends during a picnic lunch
immediately following.
This church has many dynamic ministries going on, and we
were overjoyed to help out with childcare during their
“Living the Kingdom” conference hosted by Robby Dawkins
(February 8th & 9th); we pray much fruit is bourn from the
Spirit’s work there. We also got a chance to sit in on a
special youth-group-based session of the seminar that
weekend, with Scott’s younger brother Caleb in attendance.

GOD-APPOINTMENTS

A “CHANCE” TEAM-MATE MEETING

Mike & Jayne Kauffman, fellow TEAM missionaries to
the Czech Republic in partnership with Push The Rock
sports ministries (for more info visit pushtherock.org)

On February 12th we headed out to TEAM Headquarters
in Carol Stream, Illinois for a refresher over one of our
training courses from last year’s Phase Four. While there,
however, we caught wind that there were other TEAM
missionaries to the Czech Republic attending; next thing we
knew, we were enjoying a God-appointment (as we call
them) with Mike & Jayne Kauffman, with whom we will
hopefully work when we all get to Prague. We praise God
as we reflect on His timing: last year in Carol Stream we
met the Titusovi for the first time, and now we know the
Kauffmanovi as well! We didn’t get to spend nearly as much
time with Mike & Jayne as we’d have liked, but we’re hoping
to connect with them next month on our way back from
our ministry trip to Maine. Please pray that we would be a
blessing and encouragement to these fellow workers, and
that the Lord would grant them favor as they raise their
remaining support and prepare for their departure for CZ!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
John xii:24 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-0219
www.oakbend.org

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
PO Box 969
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-653-5300
www.team.org

FEC International Ministries
1420 Kerrway Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
260-423-3649
www.fecministries.org

March 2013

9MARKS WEEKENDER

BEING STRETCHED & CHALLENGED
“May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself
and God our Father, who loved
us and by His grace gave us eternal
encouragement and good hope,
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and
word.”
IInd Thessalonians ii:16-17
At the gracious invitation of our brother-in-law (Dr. Coyle
Neal), we spent March 13th-18th in Washington, D.C., and
during our time there Scott was blessed to attend five days
of training with an organization called 9Marks
(www.9marks.org). This organization is dedicated both to
building healthy churches and to strengthening existing
ones. While we are not associated with 9Marks in any formal sense, we are grateful for the teaching they were willing
to provide, as Scott received valuable instruction on a wide
range of topics: church discipline; business practices & the
Church; church membership; discipling & counseling; sermon preparation & preaching; and congregationalism. The
hosting church also let Scott observe two elder meetings
and a service review—seeing the process at work!
Scott has had little experience with most of these aspects of
ministry, so there was (and still remains!) much for him to
learn; how good of our God to provide an opportunity for
us to start being stretched and challenged in these areas
before we depart for the mission field! His plans are best!
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord for His faithful protection as both we and
our car survived March’s two-week-long road trip (from
Ohio to Washington, D.C. to New York City to Maine to
Pennsylvania and back home)!
Please join us in praying for the many church plants we
are visiting—pray that the strength, joy, and peace of the
Lord would be theirs, and that we would be a blessing
and encouragement to them!
Continue to pray for the Lord’s guidance as we seek to
build strong relationships with the FEC churches to the
west, some of which have already been praying for our
ministry!
The Lord has not only shown His continued faithfulness
to us, but had also been raising up support for missionary
friends of ours; praise Him for providing full or near-full
support for the Curries (Wycliffe Bible Translators) & the
Sprungers (FEC missionaries to West Africa)! The Lord
of the Harvest is sending workers into His ripe fields!
Scott at the 9Marks Weekender with Jesse Kahler, Ned
Wyse, Andrew Brodbeck (all from Archbold Evangelical
Church [FEC]), and Kevin Keller (who has previously
served not only with TEAM, but specifically in our
Czech ministry area, planting churches alongside many
of the same missionaries with whom we will soon work).

We want to thank all those who have been praying for a May 1st departure; however, it seems the Lord has
something better in store, and has kept the necessary doors closed for the time being. In the meantime, God
has been faithfully increasing our support level—our one-time sending cost has long since been met, and
with the defrayed surplus supplementing our current monthly pledges, we are about 70% funded! Thus far
has the Lord helped us—all wisdom and power are His, and we await His timing with joy and perseverance!!!
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THE MAINE EVENTS
NEW FRIENDS IN NEW ENGLAND

Scott & Caitlin with Tim & Pam Knowles, who graciously hosted us for two evenings. Tim is the pastor of
Mossbrook Community Church in South Paris, Maine.

We have been praying for some time now that we would
have opportunity to visit with some of the further-flung
congregations in the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches,
and last month saw an answer to those prayers! After our
time in Washington, D.C., we were able to head north to
spend some time with two FEC church plants in the state of
Maine. Pastor Steve Knowles invited us to lead worship and
share about our ministry at Life Community Church (in
Gardiner), and Pastor Tim Knowles organized a small-group
meeting with the good folks from Mossbrook Community
Church (in South Paris). From Friday, March 22nd to Monday, March 25th, we were blessed to get acquainted with
the pastors’ wives and families, which was a true joy; we
want to be sure to thank Ann(e), Pam, Talia, and Justin for
their kindness and hospitality! The Lord is doing some incredible things in these churches, setting sinners free and
bringing wandering sheep back into His fold. Praise Him!

SPRING QUIZ-OFF 2013

TEAMWORK IN MORTON, ILLINOIS
On March 9th we headed off to Grace Church in Morton,
Illinois to help out with the FEC Spring Bible Quiz-Off—this
time with both of us behind the quizmaster’s table (Caitlin
made her debut as timer)! We had the pleasure of connecting with many wonderful quizzers, coaches, and families
during the day, many from churches that graciously support
us through prayer and/or giving.

Scott & Caitlin “breaking hearts, dashing hopes, and
crushing dreams” at the Spring Quiz-Off in Morton, IL.

After an action-packed day of quizzing, we were blessed to
travel to Hopedale, Illinois to worship at Boynton Mennonite Church, one of the newest additions to the Fellowship
of Evangelical churches. Under the leadership of their faithful pastor Kurt Litwiller, this congregation has had to make
some difficult decisions for the sake of the Gospel, and we
are proud of the integrity with which they have kept the
faith. We pray the Lord continues to encourage these joyful
brothers & sisters, that they may bear much fruit in Christ!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Lamentations iii:22-24 “Because of the Lord’s great love we
are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him.’”
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RETREAT! RETREAT!

SPIRITUAL RETREATS IN MICHIGAN
“But Jesus often went away
to be by himself and pray. ”
Luke v:16
Early in the month of April, God provided us with two opportunities to briefly step back from our immediate ministry
context, getting some healthy perspective and time alone
with the Lord and each other. First we travelled to South
Haven, Michigan, where former TEAM-Czech churchplanter Mike Bowden hosted a directed spiritual retreat for
just the two of us! The various exercises and activities Mike
lined up really allowed us to prayerfully examine ourselves
and our ministry (both present and future) in a safe and
grace-filled environment. We were also amazed at how the
Lord used this retreat to prepare us for what lay ahead –
almost immediately upon returning to the daily grind, we
began to see why God had sent us on this retreat.
Upon leaving South Haven, Scott spent several days back at
Miracle Camp & Retreat Center, attending one of their
annual Man Camps with men from all around the country,
including a dozen or so from our sending church (Oak Bend
in Perrysburg, OH). Doug Swink of the organization
Winning At Home (winningathome.com) taught on many
key issues of Biblical manhood, and Scott was blessed to
work and fellowship alongside men of all ages and walks of
life/faith. We are very grateful for these recent retreat
opportunities, and are blessed by the fruit the Lord is
producing through them.

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord for His healing! Many of you have been
praying for Caitlin’s recovery after her extractions
(impacted wisdom tooth and rear molar) — well, the
doctors are amazed at how quickly she’s healed! God is
good, and prayer is mighty!
Please join us in praying for the many Vacation Bible
School programs churches around the world will be
putting on during the next few months! Pray these
precious little ones would hear and believe!
Praise the Lord, for He has heard our prayer and opened
the doors necessary to visit many of the churches we have
been prayerfully seeking to visit! Pray our visits would be
a blessing and encouragement to them!
Pray for wisdom in how we spend our remaining time in
the US, however long God has ordained that to be.
Praise the Lord also for the favor He has granted us in the
sight of the several churches and individuals who have
newly joined our support team! Every gift is from Him!
Left and below: While on our spiritual retreat near
South Haven, MI, we navigated several river crossings,
an exercise in teamwork and courage especially significant given Scott’s long-standing fear of heights.

We appreciate your patience — it has been almost two months since our last Czech-Up! As you may know,
our laptop got hit by a pretty nasty virus, and we’re still in the process of getting everything back up and
running. In the meantime, though, God has continued to bless us, as we have now been pledged over 78% of
our monthly support requirement (this percentage includes defrayed surplus of our one-time sending cost,
which reached 100% several months ago, praise the Lord!). Keep praying! The Lord is our hope and strength!
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CHURCH PLANT VISITS
LOVING, LEARNING, SERVING
As we prepare for church-planting ministry in the Czech
Republic, there is much for us to learn! Thankfully, there
are church planters here in the States who are gracious
enough to come alongside us and welcome us into their
congregations, so we can learn & serve. On April 14th we
visited LiFE Church in Amherst, OH, where Pastor Jeff
Ahlgrim and others have been hard at working planting this
new church; worship leader Roslyn Nicoloff invited us to
join her in leading the congregational singing, and we got to
speak with many of the people who gather there about
what the Lord is doing in the Czech Republic. The following
week, we shot down the road to Dublin, OH, where we led
worship at Catalyst Church, learning more about how the
Lord has been moving in and through them. We would like
to thank Doug & Nikki Schrock for their warm hospitality
and friendship, and we praise the Lord for the new
relationships He’s blessed us with at these churches!

At LiFE Church of Loraine County, Ohio, we had the
joy of leading worship alongside Roslyn Nicoloff.

GOD-GIVEN MAY DAYS

SUMMER TRAVELS

TIME TO REPAIR AND PREPARE

Compared to the first four months of 2013, May’s schedule
seemed like it would be much less densely packed—and
that was God’s wisdom! We didn’t know it going in, but we
would indeed need the extra time at home. Our computer
problems came to a head and needed more extensive addressing; Scott’s guitar likewise needed repair work, and
Caitlin needed to get some dental work done. We were
also able to dedicate more time to Vacation Bible School
preparations, as this summer we plan to assist in that
ministry at no less than four different churches!
It was a blessing as well to spend a several Sundays at our
home church (Oak Bend Church in Perrysburg, Ohio), and
lend a hand with several ministry events closer to home.
We thank the Lord that we didn’t book the month up on
our own, because He knew there would be plenty to do!

PLANS BEGIN TO TAKE SHAPE
Well, in answer to our prayers the Lord has given us what
promises to be an action- and travel-packed summer! In July
we hope to drive all the way out to Nampa, Idaho (our first
trip that far west) to visit Lakeview Bible Church (FEC);
Lakeview has been faithfully praying for our ministry for
some time, and we are excited to finally meet them all in
person! Later in the summer, we have plans to visit Bethel
Mennonite Church in Fortuna, Missouri, representatives of
which we had the pleasure of meeting at the 2012 FEC
Annual Convention. And to finish out the summer, we have
been graciously invited to return to Cannon Falls, MN to
serve True North Church, where Scott helped out last
summer; the good folk there are dear to our hearts, and it
will be great for Caitlin to be able to come along this time!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Luke xxii:35-37 “[Jesus] also said to [the Apostles], ‘When I sent
you out without money-bag, traveling bag, or sandals, did you
lack anything?’ ‘Not a thing,’ they said. Then He said to
them, ‘But now, whoever has a money-bag should take it, and
also a traveling bag. And whoever doesn’t have a sword should
sell his robe and buy one. For I tell you, what is written must be
fulfilled in Me: And He was counted among the outlaws. Yes,
what is written about Me is coming to its fulfillment.’”
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THE SUMMER BEGINS!
TWO VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS
“Then young women will dance
and be glad, young men and old as
well.”
Jeremiah xxxi:13b
Many believers we know first became acquainted with the
Lord through Vacation Bible School programs at local
churches, so we are always excited when we get a chance
to assist with these vital ministries! This past month we
were blessed to help lead music & dancing at two churches
in the Northwest Ohio area: Oak Bend Church in
Perrysburg (June 10th-14th), and St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Stony Ridge (June 24th-28th).
At Oak Bend, we lead the singing and dancing with the help
of a fantastic group of teens from the youth group; at St.
John’s, Scott played drums with the music team while
Caitlin helped with vocals and motions. Interestingly, both
churches had been prayerfully led by the Holy Spirit to
select the same curriculum, so we were definitely very
familiar with it by the end! We want to thank both these
churches for inviting us to participate, and also want to
thank the other volunteers who worked so hard these two
weeks, ministering to over 150 kids! May God bless you all!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
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irrelevant to 21st-century life.
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord, for He is answering our prayers regarding travel and ministry in Idaho, Missouri, and Kansas!
We are excited for all that lies ahead this summer, and
rejoice in the doors He is opening; pray for God’s
guidance in planning the logistics of these trips, and that
our visits would be an encouragement to these churches!
Please join us in praying for two remaining Vacation
Bible Schools we will be helping with this summer: one at
the Vineyard Church here in Perrysburg, Ohio and the
other at True North Church (FEC) in Cannon Falls,
Minnesota. Pray we would be cheerful and hard-working
servants to these churches, that God’s love and joy would
saturate the preparation processes, and that the Holy
Spirit would work powerfully through these ministries!
We have been blessed to meet many who labor tirelessly
for the Kingdom; let us give praise to the Lord for His
steadfastness and power, which sustain not only us in our
ministry, but all His servants around the world!
Pray for us as we participate in the annual convention for
our denomination (the Fellowship of Evangelical Churches) the first weekend in August; pray that we would be
agents of God’s peace, joy, mercy, and compassion there.
Left: The Fighting Acorns (as the music & dance team
has been called) leading the kids in song at Oak Bend.

Including the defrayed surplus from our one-time sending cost, we have now been pledged over 80% of our
monthly support requirement! We are humbled by the Lord’s faithful provision, and eagerly await the further
demonstration of His might as we approach full funding. Please pray that the Lord would soon lead us to the
partners (both individuals and churches) He has in mind to supply what is lacking in our monthly support
level — which is so crucial in allowing us not only to depart but to stay in the field on a long-term basis!
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HENNA STORIES
A NEW WAY OF SHARING GOD’S WORD
As our time to depart approaches, we are eager to learn
anything we can about different ways to share the gospel
with anyone who crosses our path. So when we heard that
local organization Water For Ishmael [waterforishmael.org]
was offering a training course in “Henna Stories” — telling
stories from the Bible through the use of a traditional
decorative body art from the Middle East — we leapt at the
chance! We even got to help with running a Henna Stories
booth at the “Who’s My Neighbor” International Festival
held in Toledo on June 29th by the American School for
Women and Children [asfwc.org]. Over 100 people from
around the world came to check out our booth; they not
only heard narratives from God’s word, but saw key
pictorial elements from the story worked into the designs,
lasting on their skin for several weeks as a reminder of what
they had learned! What an exciting tool for the Gospel!

Caitlin hennas and tells the gospel (in this design, as
foretold in Isaiah 53) at the International Festival.

JEFF & LISA GRIFFITH

TIME WITH TEAM-CZ MISSIONARIES
Although the Lord in His sovereign wisdom has seen fit to
keep us here in the States a little while longer, He has also
continued to provide us with opportunities to meet many
of the other TEAM missionaries we’ll be working alongside
in the (hopefully) near future. Jeff & Lisa Griffith, who have
been actively serving the Lord in the Czech Republic for the
past thirteen years, happened to stop briefly in the US for a
few weeks this summer, and graciously invited us to come
visit them in Dalton, Ohio.

Scott & Caitlin in Dalton, Ohio with Jeff & Lisa Griffith, and
their three boys: (left to right) Jonathan, Joshua, and David.

Jeff & Lisa have not only been through much that lies ahead
for us, but have also helped many others make the transition as well. How wonderful to learn from the wisdom and
experience God has given this couple, and receive blessings
of peace from the Lord through their encouragement!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Proverbs xi:2-5 “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with
humility comes wisdom. The integrity of the upright guides them,
but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. Wealth is
worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from
death. The righteousness of the blameless makes a straight way for
them, but the wicked are brought down by their own wickedness.”
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VOYAGE WEST

WAY OPENED TO IDAHO CHURCH
“ … I hope to visit you and talk
with you face to face, so that our
joy may be complete.”
II John i:12b
We have long desired to visit Lakeview Bible Church, that
we might encourage them and catch a glimpse of the Holy
Spirit’s work there; now, after months of prayer, the Lord
has demonstrated His faithfulness by bringing us out to
Nampa, Idaho for a wonderful weekend of fellowship with
them! This church has prayed regularly for our ministry, and
it was a tremendous blessing to spend July 11th-14th faceto-face with these believers who have become so dear to
our hearts. On Friday evening we enjoyed an outdoor
barbeque with several elders and leaders from the church;
Saturday morning brought a breakfast at the church, where
we were able to give testimony to the Lord’s salvation and
calling in our lives; at the warm invitation of associate pastor Will Forrest and his wife Tiffany, we were also able to
hang out with several of the church’s youth on Saturday
night, playing games and discussing life in Jesus; Sunday
morning saw us teaching adult Sunday School, assisting the
praise team in leading worship, being interviewed by pastor
Mike Rice during the service, and teaching Children’s
Church! Throw in several potlucks and other times of
fellowship, and the result was one wonderfully packed
weekend; it was great to have such a variety of ways to
connect with so many different people within their congregation! We are grateful to this church for their generous
hospitality, and for their continued friendship, prayers, and
support! Thank You, Lord, for bringing us together at last!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
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For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Join us in praising God for all He is doing in and through
His churches around the world! There is nothing in all of
creation like the Body of Christ; what a privilege to serve!
Please pray for us as we travel to Cannon Falls, Minnesota
to assist True North Church (FEC) with their 2013 VBS.
Pray we would be filled by the Holy Spirit so we can enthusiastically show God’s love to this church and these
kids! Pray also for transformation in the hearts of those
children in attendance.
Praise the Lord for answered prayers! This year we were
praying to have opportunities to connect with FEC
churches in Maine, Idaho, Kansas, and Missouri, and He
has been faithful to answer! (More about our recent trip to
Kansas/ Missouri in our next newsletter — stay tuned!)
Pray the Lord would guide us in the use of our remaining
time here in the States. There is much to do, and only so
much time; pray we make His priorities our own, and that
we finish strong before departing for our new ministry.
Left: ministry planning with Lakeview pastor Mike Rice
Below: teaching children “The Anatomy of a Missionary”

Some 86% of our monthly support requirement has now been pledged (including the defrayed surplus from
our one-time sending cost); this means God has only to provide a little over $750/month and we’ll be ready
for departure! Thank you for continually lifting us up in prayer — it is only by the Lord’s strength that we
stand so richly blessed. It is our hope that we might be able to depart by late-November/early-December;
pray the Lord leads us to the remaining partners He has in mind! His plans are perfect, and so is His timing!
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VINEYARD VBS
KINGDOM CHRONICLES
Our good friends at the Vineyard Church in Perrysburg
were kind enough to invite us back for this summer’s VBS
— “Kingdom Chronicles” — so “Scott the Great” (or
“Great Scott”) and “Lady Caitlin” made their way to the
“Learn-a-lot Chambers”, teaching stories from the Bible to
some 175 kids from the area! The curriculum centered on
the Armor of God (from Ephesians vi), and combined with a
medieval theme to make for a really fun time of teaching!
This year we were only able to help for part of the week
(July 29th-31st; the rest of our week was spent at the FEC
Annual Convention in Fort Wayne, Indiana), but with or
without us, the Lord had big plans for this ministry: over 15
kids came to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, and more
than 20 others prayed to know God more and hear His
Spirit’s voice more clearly in their lives! Praise the Lord!

Above: Teaching with puppet friend Amy (a.k.a. Susie Kunkle)

MORE TEAM-MATES!!!
DAVE & ANGIE STAEDTLER

The past year or so has afforded the chance to meet with
many of our TEAM-Czech co-laborers: Mike & Jayne Kauffman (who are likewise preparing for departure), Jeff & Lisa
Griffith (who have been faithfully serving in CZ for the past
13 years), and of course Matthew & Sara Titus (who are
now completing their first year of language study in Prague).

Dave & Angie with their three children:
Hannah, Matthew, and Lukáš (Luke)

On our way back from Idaho last month, we were blessed
to connect with another family with whom we hope to
serve on the field: Dave & Angie Staedtler, who have completed their first term of ministry and are home for a oneyear furlough. What a blessing to learn from this wonderful
couple, as they have experienced much of what lies ahead
for us! We hope to connect with them again before our
departure, so we can continue to build our new friendship!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“Pride breeds only quarrels,
but wisdom is found in those who take advice.
Dishonest money dwindles away,
but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.
Hope deferred makes the heart sick,
but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
— Proverbs xiii:10-12 —
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TRUE NORTH CHURCH
SERVING & RECONNECTING

“For the creation waits in eager
expectation for the children of
God to be revealed.”
Romans viii:19
In August of last year, we were invited to assist True North
Church (an FEC church in Cannon Falls, Minnesota) with
their 2012 Vacation Bible School; Scott flew out and helped
lead music for the week, but Caitlin was unable to attend
because of work obligations at Cracker Barrel Old Country
Store (her employer at the time).
Well, this year True North invited us back, and we were
both able to make it! Many good people from this church
have blessed us with encouragement, friendship, and prayer
during the past year, so we were excited to finally spend
time with them all as a couple.
True North Church authors their own VBS curriculum, and
this year’s theme — “Child of God” — centered upon the
Biblical examples of young people who chose to follow
God’s way: Samuel, David, Josiah, and Mary. We finished up
the week by learning about the Apostle Paul, who was
already fully grown when he first believed in Jesus, proving
that you’re never too old to become a child of God!
The music for this VBS was largely original as well, including
the hip-hop-styled theme song, “C.O.G. (Child of God)”.
Scott & the kids rapped out lyrics to the accompaniment of
hand drums, and Caitlin made her percussion debut playing
a djembe! Thank you, True North, for inviting us back again!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.
For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise for safe travels throughout our time in Kansas,
Missouri, and Minnesota; praise also for all the Lord
accomplished during our visits! For His is the Kingdom,
and the Power, and the Glory, forever and ever; AMEN!
Join us in praying for the many churches and individuals
presently considering financial partnership with this
ministry. These good people are prayerfully seeking the
Lord’s guidance of their finances; let us pray with them
that the Lord would give clear direction and wisdom in
accordance with His word (See James i:5).
Praise the Lord for increasingly surrounding us with
friends old & new, who bolster us up with love, prayer,
and encouragement! We are so blessed by you all!
Pray for our upcoming trip (late September) to the South:
Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina. We will be visiting some churches, ministering to fellow laborers for the
Gospel, and testifying to the Lord’s work in our lives & in
CZ! Pray for safe travels & effective ministry throughout!
Left: Scott & Caitlin lead the kids in singing silly songs.
Below: Every evening of VBS ended with a prayer circle.

We never seem quite able to fully express our gratitude for all the Lord has done in, through, and for us as we
seek to follow Him. By the power of His might and by the faithfulness of His people, we are quickly
approaching departure, which may occur as soon as late November! With surplus one-time sending defrayed
across our first 3-year term, we are presently at 90% of our monthly support requirement, and have less than
$600/month remaining! We are excited to see God’s plan unfold for these last crucial partnerships! Hosanna!
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KANSAS & MISSOURI
JOURNEY TO THE BIBLE BELT

Above: Scott & Caitlin with Larry & Ruth Gerlt at Bethel Mennonite Church, in Fortuna, Missouri. We had been praying for
over a year for the opportunity to visit this church, and the
Gerlts graciously opened their home to us during our stay!

Many of you have been praying with us that the doors might
be opened for us to visit with FEC churches in the Kansas/
Missouri area — and God is faithful to answer! We spent
August 10th-11th in Newton, KS with Grace Community
Church, a church multiplication center from which several
area church plants have been launched in the past few
years. The following weekend (August 17th-18th), the Lord
in His delightful wisdom brought us to Fortuna, MO, to
worship with Bethel Mennonite, a faithful church we have
eagerly desired to bless and encourage! In the week
between these two church visits, the Lord aligned schedules
so Scott was able to spend time in prayer and fellowship
with pastors from two other area churches: Harrisonville
Community Church in Harrisonville, MO, and Freedom
Point Church in Garden City, MO. We are overwhelmed by
the myriad wisdom of God displayed in these church visits!

LIFECHANGE CAMP
A HOME AWAY FROM HOME

As we were visiting with various churches in the Kansas/
Missouri area, we were blessed to spend a week at
LifeChange Camp, a Christian camp associated with our
denomination. LifeChange Camp, which will be celebrating
it’s 10th anniversary this month, is located just outside of
Clinton, Missouri, on a beautiful property bordering some
60,000 acres of government-protected land near the
Ozarks — and it is an incredible place of spiritual ministry!

Above: the Welcome Center at LifeChange Camp — a place
of renewal and retreat, where miracles really do happen!

While using the camp for our “base of operations”, we
were also blessed to get better acquainted with camp
director Bill Anderson and his wife Carol. These two were
not only gracious hosts, but also strong advocates for our
ministry, helping us make networking connections with
churches in the area. We pray the Lord’s blessing on them!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Hebrews x:23-25 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope
we profess, for He who promised is faithful. And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-0219
www.oakbend.org

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
PO Box 969
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-653-5300
www.team.org

FEC International Ministries
1420 Kerrway Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
260-423-3649
www.fecministries.org

September 2013

TENNESSEE HUB VISIT
THE MISSIONS PLACE

“You who are far away, hear what
I have done; you who are near,
acknowledge my power!”
Isaiah xxxiii:13
In an effort to more effectively serve churches across the
United States and Canada, our missionary organization
(TEAM—The Evangelical Alliance Mission) has begun opening “hubs” across the country from which they can facilitate
various ministries.
Our recent trip from Virginia to North Carolina allowed us
to stop by the Missions Place, TEAM’s hub in Maryville,
Tennessee. TEAM applicants and candidates come to the
Missions Place for counseling, education, training, fellowship, support, etc. Also, area churches may use the Missions
Place for small group meetings, youth meetings, missionsrelated activities, hosting events for missionaries they support, and more.
On September 25th, we enjoyed one such youth meeting,
as we led worship and spoke about ministry in the Czech
Republic with teens from an area church. The following day
we had an opportunity to tour the Missions Place with Josh
McQuaid, Team Leader for this hub; we also lead worship
for a local Perspectives on the World Christian Movement
class (www.perspectives.org). We are very excited about
these new hubs, and pray for their effectiveness in the Lord!

Czech-Up 2.8

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
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Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
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For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord for His palpable presence during our
times of ministry in Virginia, Tennessee, and North
Carolina! His timing prevailed throughout, with many
“chance” meetings and divine appointments!
There are still several churches and individuals seeking
the Lord’s guidance regarding partnership with this ministry; join us in praying for His clear direction, and for
unity in the churches throughout and beyond the decision
-making process.
Praise the Lord — He has made straight paths before us
in our visa application process! Some of the issues He’s
resolved have occupied our thoughts and prayers for more
than a year; He is faithful when we wait for Him!
Our time of deputized fundraising is gradually drawing to
a close; our time of relocation, cultural adaptation, and
language acquisition is beginning! Please pray for a
Grace-filled transition: that we would finish strong, say
goodbye well, execute our move with wisdom, and learn
with humility, through the power of the Holy Spirit!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
Micah vii:7 “But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord,
I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.”

The Missions Place: an interactive space used to educate
others about missions and cultivate local relationships.

At the time of this writing, the Lord has made clear provision for some 95% of our monthly support needs
(this amount includes the defrayed surplus of our amassed funds)! While we are still relying on His timing
and provision, we (and our leaders) feel it wise to start putting things in motion for a departure as early as
November 29th! Please continue to lift us up in prayer, that the Lord would finalize the partnerships He has
in mind, and that He would be truly glorified in all the process we are now beginning. We’re almost there!!!
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CROZET UMC
THE OL’ FAMILY CHURCH

Above: This wonderful group of Christ’s faithful followers
(including Scott’s grandmother on the far left) gathers every
week to spend time in prayer for world missions, in accordance
with Jesus’ words in Matthew ix:38. What mighty saints!

The first leg of our “Southern Tour” (as we called it)
brought us to the great state of Virginia! We were blessed
to spend the weekend of September 22nd visiting Crozet
United Methodist Church (located in the town of the same
name), where June Andrews (Scott’s grandmother on his
father’s side) attends and serves as church organist. This
church graciously invited us to speak with many of the
young people about the Lord’s calling on our lives, and
about missions in general; we were also given the opportunity to sing in each of the church’s two services. We
were overjoyed to be able to serve this congregation, many
members of which had even watched Scott’s father grow up
in the area (and accordingly had many interesting stories to
tell!). We praise God for the hospitality of these believers,
and for opening a way for us to visit Scott’s family before
our departure, for which we have long been in prayer.

JOHN & KELLEY ULRICH
FRIENDS & CO-LABORERS

Above: Caitlin posing with John & Kelley Ulrich,
new friends and true blessings from the Lord!

A few weeks back, we were conversing with a dear friend
of ours named Kip Kratche, who pastors one of our supporting churches. It seems Kip had just gotten a phone call
from an old friend named John Ulrich (the two had gone to
seminary together), who had just returned for a short-term
missions trip to the Czech Republic! Eager to hear more of
what the Lord is doing there, we contacted John (who is
pastoring Grace Community Church in Raleigh, North
Carolina) and his wife, Kelley; we instantly felt a connection
to them, and by God’s grace were able to swing out for a
weekend visit! John & Kelley are also veteran missionaries,
having served with TEAM for many years in Zimbabwe!
Their love, faith, wisdom, and joy tremendously comforted
and encouraged us, and will no doubt continue to do so;
how amazing our God is in bringing His people together!

COMMISSIONING SERVICE!!!
In keeping with the example set by the early church in Acts xiii:1-3,
our sending church (Oak Bend Church, in Perrysburg, Ohio) will be
hosting a special commissioning service for us on Sunday, November
17th at 10:30am. We want to invite you to join us for this time of
celebration, prayer, affirmation, and dedication; your prayers, encouragement, and financial support are vital to our ministry! For
more information, please contact the church (information below).
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FULLY FUNDED!!!
THE LORD IS FAITHFUL

“Those who know Your name trust in You,
for You, Lord, have never forsaken those
who seek You. Sing the praises of the Lord,
enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the
nations what He has done.”
Psalm ix:10-11
That’s right, folks — God is just that good! He has supplied
all the support we need to depart for the ministry to which
He has called us in Christ Jesus! Join us in rejoicing! He has
exceeded our expectations, and we give Him glory!
So what’s next, you may ask? Well, there are certainly many
important logistical details to work out (departure date,
plane tickets, shipping, finding an apartment, enrollment in
Czech language courses for when we arrive, etc.), but most
of them hinge upon the issuing of our visas. We submitted
our applications on October 21st, and the process can take
anywhere from two weeks to four months!
Accordingly, we’re seeking the Lord’s timing, and striving to
keep in step with the Spirit (see Galatians v:25) as we make
our plans (Proverbs xvi:3 and xix:21). In the meantime, we
are thoroughly enjoying one of the most
important aspects of this new phase of ministry: spending
time with our friends and family before our departure
(some missionaries refer to this as ‘saying goodbye well’).
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PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise the Lord for His provision of funding, and for His
faithful and mighty hand which has guided these past
years! “For what You have done I will always praise You
in the presence of Your faithful people. And I will hope in
Your name, for Your name is good.” [Psalm lii:9]
Pray for us in this time of transition: that the fruit of the
Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control) would abound
in our hearts, words, and minds in accordance with the
promise of the Scripture: “And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.”
[IInd Corinthians ix:8]
Praise the Lord! — He has worked schedules so that
some dear friends from the Czech Republic (and fellow
Christ-followers) will be visiting us this next week
[November 11th-15th]!!! We are delighted to spend time
with Pavel Špaček and his wife Silvie, who has been our
faithful friend for 10 years!
Pray that our visas would come quickly — but only
quickly in God’s divine sense of timing: “The Lord is not
slow in keeping His promise, as some understand
slowness” [IInd Peter iii:9a]. He is sovereign, and He is
supremely good! Our God reigns!

In keeping with the example set by the early church in Acts xiii:1-3, our sending church (Oak Bend Church
in Perrysburg, Ohio) will be hosting a special commissioning service for us on Sunday, November 17th at
10:30am. We want to extend an invitation for you to join us in this time of celebration, prayer, affirmation,
and dedication; your prayers, encouragement, and financial support have been vital to our ministry, and
continue to be so! For more information or to RSVP, please contact the church. Hope to see you there!!!
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CRYSTAL SPRINGS
TIME w/ OLD FRIENDS & NEW

Above: Enjoying the company of Sean & Jamie Jarchow, whose
friendship has come to be a true blessing this past month. They
graciously opened their home to us to facilitate our recent stays
in Grand Rapids, and we are so thankful for their hospitality!

Twice in October we had the privilege of ministering at
Crystal Springs Alliance Church in Grand Rapids, MI. Scott
has been recently reconnecting with Sean Jarchow, an
awesome man of God who (along with his wife Jamie)
labors faithfully at CSAC; although Sean & Scott hadn’t seen
each other much in the 10 years since graduating from
Toledo Christian Schools (where they were classmates
from second grade through senior year), the Lord has
brought us all together in friendship as adults. Sean and the
elders of CSAC invited us to come share about our calling
& the Lord’s work in the Czech Republic; we did so on
October 13th, and after the service Scott was invited to
come back and preach two weeks later. Through these two
weekends we were blessed to make several new friends at
CSAC, and we pray the Lord continues to guide this
congregation in joyful obedience to His powerful Word!

AWANA CONFERENCE

STAND COMMITTED TO THE GOSPEL

Scott speaking at the AWANA conference’s commencing.

On November 2nd we travelled to First Baptist Church in
Defiance, OH to participate in an AWANA ministry conference. Area AWANA missionary Ken Rohrer graciously
invited Scott to deliver the keynote speech that would kick
off this day of workshops; we were honored to contribute
to this vital ministry, and pray the workers received much
encouragement through the power of the Holy Spirit! Ken
and his wife Debbie even opened up an opportunity for us
to sit in on some of the workshops, which gave us a chance
to learn how to more effectively minister to young people
with special needs, and how to maximize our creativity with
large-group games. We have been so blessed by our
interactions with the AWANA organization and related
ministries like True North Scholarship Camp, and by these
incredible adults & kids who work so hard for the kingdom!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
and in His word I put my hope.”
Psalm cxxx:5
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DEPARTURE-ARRIVAL

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

ON TO PRAGUE!!!

“See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you
along the way and to bring you to the place I
have prepared.”
-Exodus xxiii:20On Monday, December 2nd we finalized ticket purchasing
decisions with the help of Katrina Weimar at MTS Travel (a
missions-focused travel agency) and determined that our
departure date would be Tuesday, December 10th (a mere
week away!); with the help of many friends and family (but
most of all from the Lord) we were able to finish up all the
remaining logistics and head out to Chicago with Scott’s
parents right on schedule!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS

However, we were already dead tired from sprinting to the
finish line (so to speak), and the Good Lord knew we were
in no shape to cross an ocean and begin a new life. So, as
He sometimes does, He forced us to take a time out — the
plane had equipment malfunction and (long story short) we
were unable to fly out from Chicago for another two days!
Instead, the good people at British Airways put us up in nice
hotels, with meals and transportation richly provided for —
opportunity for rest and refreshment we would never have
felt comfortable taking the time or money for ourselves.
When we did fly out on Thursday, December 12th, we
were much better rested, and were greeted in Prague by a
warm reception of TEAM-mates the following day!

Praise the Lord for His provision of safe travel and good
spirits during our transition thus far; He has given us continual joy throughout, and we rely upon Him for our hope
and strength.
Please pray for us as Paul prayed for the church at
Philippi: “that [our] love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that [we] may be able
to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for
the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of
God” [Philippians i:9-11].
Praise the Lord for the positive relationships we are
already enjoying with our TEAM-mates; we have some
great people to work with, and we ask you to pray that our
presence would a refreshment and an encouragement to
the workers here — not a distraction or a burden!

Since then, we’ve been busy setting up our new apartment,
getting our remaining governmental paperwork in order,
and getting to know our co-workers better. Each day is a
new adventure; thank God there is grace for our missteps!

Below left: our TEAM appointee advisor Bob Wright came to see
us off at the airport. Below right: Doug & Barbie Andrews
(Scott’s dad & mom) who took the time to drive us to Chicago!

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká Republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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CZECH VISITORS

FRIENDS COME TO OHIO, CHICAGO

Above: Scott & Caitlin with friends Pavel and Silva Špačkoví

During the second week in November, we were blessed by
a visit from some wonderful Czech friends, Pavel and Silva
Špačkoví. Silva was one of the first Czechs Scott got to
know while he was teaching English in Pardubice ten years
ago, and she has been a faithful and loyal friend ever since!
This summer, Silva got married to Pavel (some of you may
recall we were hoping to make it to CZ in time for their
wedding), and now in the fall the happy couple was taking a
vacation to the states! Schedules aligned so we could all
spend time together, including a two-day trip to Chicago to
see the sights! It was great to see them so close to our own
departure, as they could offer valuable insights during our
preparations. And now that we’re in Prague, they’re only an
hour’s train ride away! Thank you, Lord, for this friendship!

COMMISSIONING

CELEBRATION W/ FAMILY & FRIENDS

The spiritual leadership of Oak Bend Church praying
over Scott & Caitlin during the commissioning service.

On November 17th Oak Bend Church in Perrysburg, Ohio
officially commissioned us as missionaries to the Czech
Republic. We are so blessed to be part of this church, and
to depart for the missions field with their blessing and
authority. Also present that morning were representatives
(friends, really) from several supporting churches including
St. John’s Lutheran in Stony Ridge, Ohio, the Vineyard
Church in Perrysburg, and Ebenezer Mennonite Church in
Bluffton, Ohio. Hal Lehman from the Fellowship of
Evangelical Churches spoke on behalf of our denomination,
and several letters were read from various leaders within
The Evangelical Alliance Mission. We were humbled and
amazed by how many people came out to encourage us,
show us love, and confirm God’s calling on our lives! It is
the power of Christ, working through your prayers, that
enables us to have any effectiveness in this ministry; thank
you for your faithfulness; you are a constant source of refreshing and joy for us as we venture forth into the field!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.”
Psalm xc:17
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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OUR CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
-Luke ii:14Our first holidays in the Czech Republic — how exciting!
We launched into the Christmas spirit right from the start,
as we were able to attend several Christmas pageants and
recitals (often starring the children of our TEAM-mates),
and a special concert of J. J. Ryba’s Christmas Mass (the
Czech cultural equivalent to Handel’s Messiah, some would
say) at St. Vitus Cathedral — amazing to hear the good
news of Christ’s birth sung in the Czech tongue in such an
important and beautiful space!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Please pray that the remaining logistical aspects of our
move would fall smoothly into place: 1) that our crate of
belongings from the US (musical instruments, books,
kitchen supplies) would arrive safely and soon, 2) that we
would be able to get internet installed in our home, and
3) that we would be able to purchase (with God’s wisdom!) the remaining items needed to furnish our
apartment the rest of the way.
Praise the Lord for our wonderful Czech friends & our
fellow TEAM-mates! We have received much love and
encouragement in these first months, and out hearts feel
truly and deeply refreshed.
Please pray for us as we begin our Czech language learning at last! Pray Paul’s words from I Thessalonians: that
our works would be produced by faith,
our labor prompted by love, and our endurance inspired
by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

We were blessed throughout the season by the hospitality
of others, as we spent Christmas Eve with the family of our
ministry area leader (Larry Davies), and Christmas day in
the company of Pat Foster and the Potma family; visits from
dear Czech friends Lukáš Hambálek and Pavel & Silvie
Špačkoví helped to make the season bright as well!
New Years Eve we trekked out the Davies once again for a
special adventure: a neighborhood gas station was being
permanently closed down and slated for demolition, so the
now-former employees had decided to set off fireworks
there! We were only about 30-40 feet from the launching
zone, which made it very interesting when several of the
fireworks failed to get airborne and exploded on the
ground! Yikes! But, the Lord kept us safe. As the clock
struck midnight, Scott and friend Josh Beaudoin improvised
a guitar-harmonica duet of “Auld Lang Syne” — Hello 2014!

Below left: the Potma family, with whom we spent Christmas
Day. Below right: awaiting New Year’s fireworks at a gas station
with Josh Beaudoin, Kayla Tronvold, and the Davies family!
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OUR FIRST VISITORS

JOSH BEAUDOIN & KAYLA TRONVOLD

Above: Kayla & Josh pose with a statue of a Golem, a
monster of Jewish folklore classically associated with Prague.

It is always an encouragement to have visitors from the
States, and this holiday season brought a true blessing in
this regard. Josh Beaudoin is a friend of ours from St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Stony Ridge, Ohio, where his father is
the pastor; Josh and Kayla are part of a team from Cru
(formerly Campus Crusade for Christ) that is travelling
around Eastern Europe for a year to establish discipleship
programs at various universities! By the time they came to
Prague, they had already spent time laboring in Belarus,
Poland, and the Ukraine, as well as training in Budapest,
Hungary. We were privileged to be their hosts for a little
over a week (December 24th-January 3rd), and accompanied us on many adventures as we continue to explore our
new home town of Prague. They were most gracious as our
apartment is still a work in progress, and our prayers go
with them as they voyage on into Croatia, Romania, and
beyond! May you bear fruit in every good work, and continue to grow in the knowledge of God! [See Colossians i:10]

THE LEARNING BEGINS

10-DAY CZECH LANGUAGE INTENSIVE

The Charles University Faculty of Arts building, where
we will be taking our first stint of language courses.

We’ve been given the gift of time, as this first month has
allowed us to furnish our new home, start building new
relationships, explore the city, and rest; now the true work
begins, work we’ve been eagerly anticipating for several
years — language study! We will begin with a 10-day Czech
language intensive (essentially a semester’s-worth of
Czech ) which will run from the 13th to the 24th of
January. We are excited to start classes, as we have already
been experiencing how our lack of Czech language limits
our effectiveness! Please pray for us during this crucial time,
as we are laying the foundation for the next 2 years of
study: pray for discipline, and enthusiasm; for joy, and perseverance; that we would not grow weary, or discouraged,
but would labor as unto the Lord! “Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” [See Ist Cor. xv:58]

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck, write them on
the tablet of your heart. Then you will win
favor and a good name in the sight of God and
man.”
Proverbs iii:3-4
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SOUKENICKÁ CB

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

OUR NEW CHURCH

“Praise God in the great congregation;
Praise the Lord in the assembly of Israel.”
-Psalm lxviii:26One of the greatest sources of joy to us in our new life
here is our home church, the Soukenická location of the
Církev bratrská (Church of Brethren, but not the same as
the US Brethren Church). We have been welcomed into
the church with great enthusiasm and warmth, both by the
leadership and by the laity. The pastor even brought us
forward one week to share our testimonies (with translation, of course), and led the congregation in praying over us
and the ministry to which the Lord has called us!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Pray for continual deepening and broadening of our
language abilities. Every day brings myriad ways to push
ourselves and improve, so pray we would make the most
of every opportunity. Pray we would also not grow discouraged as we struggle with this very difficult language!
Praise the Lord that our shipment of belongings from the
US has arrived safely! It makes a huge difference to have
our instruments, books, and kitchen supplies; the place is
really starting to feel like home!
Please pray for the Holy Spirit to constantly supply us
with wisdom (and when the time is right, words) as we
continue to engage both believers and unbelievers. Many
new friendships are developing, and people are starting to
share their hearts and struggles with us; we need God’s
wisdom to know how best to steward this trust! Pray for
opportunities to explicitly point to Christ as the reason for
the hope that is in us!

It is no small thing to say the Lord’s Prayer, partake of
communion, and worship alongside these believers! We
have been getting “plugged in” to the church in various
ways; in addition to the many personal relationship that are
beginning, we have also joined the church choir (good way
to learn the language — singing in Czech!), and also a small
group that meets weekly.
We’ve been actively connecting with other bodies of
believers here in Prague (important because there are so
few), and attended several ecumenical prayer gatherings,
including one early-morning meeting on the steps of the
National Museum. We have also begun to attend a monthly
gathering of believers praying against human trafficking,
forced labor, and prostitution in the Czech Republic; this is
a huge problem here, as Czech was recently discovered to
be one of the worst countries in Europe in terms of slavery.

Below left: Our Czech pastor leads the congregation in praying
over us. Below right: at the end of an inter-denominational prayer
gathering on the steps of the National Museum here in Prague.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
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Česká Republika
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE
NEW TIMES IN A FAMILIAR PLACE

The past few months have provided many excellent
opportunities to get better acquainted with our TEAMmates, and one primary example of this was the 2014
Czech Ministry Area Conference, which took place over
the weekend of January 17th-19th. In addition to hearing all
the Lord has been doing in, through, and for the other missionaries, much time was spent in dedicated prayer for one
another; also, plans for the future were brought before the
Lord’s altar, with fear and trembling, to seek His wisdom.
Great times of fellowship with the other missionaries (as
well as their wonderful kids) were interspersed throughout.

Above: Enjoying the 2014 Czech Ministry Area Conference
with our new family of co-laborers for the gospel of Christ!

In an interesting twist, the conference was held at the
Immanuel Conference Centre (www.immanuel.cz), a facility
previously owned by Scott’s former missionary
organization! During his time in CZ 10 years ago, Scott was
frequently at this center for special events and working with
short-term teams from the US. It was great to go back!

LANGUAGE LEARNING

INTENSIVE DONE, ON TO SEMESTER
January’s language intensive (January 13th-24th) at Charles
University went very well; we learned an astonishing
amount in just two short weeks, and with the Lord’s help
we placed as the top two students in our class!
Our studies continue now with regular semester courses at
the university, which began on February 12th. Our teachers
are very gracious, and continually challenge and stretch us.
We’re also getting to know our fellow classmates well, and
have begun several solid relationship already!

Above: supplementing our classroom time with
extra-curricular language activities, like playing
Czech scrabble with native-speaking friends. :-)

In addition to our formal studies, we’re supplementing our
education with frequent conversations and adventures
around Prague; although we make a lot of mistakes, each
conversation is an opportunity to try new things and
internalize what’s already familiar. We’ll keep plugging away!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“ Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”
Colossians iv:2
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BIRTHDAYS & VISITORS

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

SHARING JOYS TOGETHER

“You who dwell in the gardens
with friends in attendance,
let me hear your voice!”
-Song of Songs viii:13In the midst of continued language studies, March brought
many personal joys and celebrations, including both our
birthdays! Many kind friends, colleagues, and classmates
went out of their way to show us kindness and love, and we
thank God for these.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS

One special celebration was indeed a surprise. A few weeks
after our birthdays, we headed out to Pardubice (where
Scott lived previously back in 2003-2004) for a weekend
with our friends there — little did we know they had
planned a birthday celebration for us, complete with cake,
singing, and some very insightful gifts, like books of Czech
fairy tales and history, illustrated and written in simple
Czech suitable for children (or for new missionaries)! We
also received a Czech-dubbed collection from a familiar
American television series, which is already helping us in
our language skills.

We are starting to feel the impact of the spiritually
depressive and psychologically negativistic aspects of
living here (phenomena frequently reported and observed
in ministry in the Czech Republic); please pray for
supernatural joy, peace, and patience to be constantly
manifested in our hearts, minds, words, and actions!
Praise for continued progress in language! We’ve been
seeing improvement week by week, and constantly
finding new ways to use our growing language skills;
please pray we would continue to press hard after the goal
of fluency!
With God’s help and the assistance of others we have now
submitted our paperwork for our next visas (hoping to get
them for two years this time); please pray for the Lord’s
favour in getting our new visas quickly and easily!

Another special joy this past month was having some dear
friends from the States come to visit! Jordan Hermiller and
Ellie Acebo happened to be visiting Budapest, Hungary and
had time to pop over to Prague for a few days. We had a
great time exploring the city with them, and it’s hard to
really put into words just how much our time with them
encouraged us. What a gift friendship can be!

Left: A surprise birthday party in the Hambálkovi garden.
Below: showing friends Jordan and Ellie around Prague.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
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OUR NECK O’ DE WOODS
WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Above: Soukenická ulice (street), or, as we call it, home!

As we’ve been getting a bit more settled in, we’ve been
learning about our part of Prague, and we think it’s a pretty
interesting area! Our neighborhood seems, for one reason
or another, to be a haven for various lifestyles, religions,
and minority cultures. For example, in addition to the
church we live in (and the neighboring Christian
bookstore), there is also a highly-rated yoga studio, a local
Hare Krishna restaurant, several vegetarian/vegan stores
and restaurants, and businesses run by immigrants from
India, Vietnam, etc. [We have also heard that some groups
from other religions informally meet here, perhaps Spiritists
or Spiritualists, though we aren’t quite certain]. We have
already had several positive interactions with many of these
groups, and pray the Lord will open opportunities to build
relationships with these people. Please pray that we would
have wisdom regarding when and how to reach out to
these diverse peoples, that we would show Christ’s love,
and bear faithful witness to the Gospel in our daily lives.

A WORD OR TWO

ABOUT THE SITUATION IN UKRAINE

Above: a small, peaceful, pro-Ukraine
demonstration in the square near our apartment

We have had many loving friends and family members
inquire as to how the situation in Ukraine is impacting our
situation here in Czech, so we wanted to briefly address
this issue in a Czech-Up. First, we want to be clear that at
present there is no real danger here regarding the situation
in Ukraine; although there have been several considerable
demonstrations here in Prague (both by Ukrainian residents
and native Czechs), to our knowledge all have been
peaceable and without incident. Overall, the Czech people
seem gravely concerned for the situation, as they feel a
strong sense of solidarity with the Ukrainian people, and it
is this solidarity which is being expressed in the various
protests and gatherings. For example, every week for the
past few months, our local church has been praying during
the service for the people in Ukraine, for the emerging
leadership, and for the Holy Spirit to guide the church in
Ukraine so that they know when and how to act and speak
in these difficult, tragic, yet also hopeful times.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren
beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.”
IInd Thessalonians ii:13

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-0219
www.oakbend.org

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
PO Box 969
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-653-5300
www.team.org

FEC International Ministries
1420 Kerrway Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
260-423-3649
www.fecministries.org

April-May 2014

Czech-Up 3.4

FIRST SEMESTER ENDS

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

CELEBRATING PROGRESS

“There are ... so many kinds of languages in the
world ... if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and
he who speaks will be a foreigner to me.
[from Ist Corinthians xiv:10-11]
It has been a challenging couple of months, but our first
semester of Czech language study is complete! We spent
the semester studying with a diverse group of students
(with representatives from China, Iraq, Vietnam, Ukraine,
Mongolia, Russia, and Korea), and taking courses in reading,
conversation, oral & written expression, vocabulary,
grammar, spelling, listening, and pronunciation. Whew! But
with God’s help, we were both able to do well in the
course, and are amazed at how much more we can already
understand and communicate!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Thank you for all the prayer regarding the spiritual and
psychological struggles we’ve been having; praise the
Lord, we have been greatly encouraged and refreshed!
Please pray for us as we take another week-long language
intensive May 26th-30th; pray that we can push as far
ahead as possible so our summer can be filled with
productive practice!
Join us in praising God for the progress being made on
our Visas! It sounds like everything is in order, and we
will soon be issued our 2-year visas — a great relief to
know God has made straight paths for us in this regard.
Pray for us that we will prayerfully steward the relationships God is bringing to us; we are being given increasing
opportunities to speak into people’s lives, and need prayer
to speak God’s word and not our own!

God also brought us into several solid relationships, both
with other students, and with our teachers. Of course,
there were times when we got frustrated or worn out, but
God has given us faith that He had a purpose even for those
times of weakness and frailty.
Our studies finished on May 15th, and we had the next
week or so off before our next Intensive Course (this one
just a week long) May 26th-30th; we’ll be together with
some more advanced students for reading, writing, listening,
and conversation, and then just the two of us will have private time with a teacher to work on grammar! We’re excited to have one last intensive before the summer begins!

Below left: Meet our Czech class, and our primary teacher, Ana!
Below right: Grades! (these are Scott’s, but we both got the same)
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WORSHIP ADVENTURES
NEW EXPERIENCES IN MINISTRY

Above: a pump organ, or harmonium, that has been graciously
installed in our apartment, so Scott can learn how to play it!

Many of you know that leading other believers in worship
has always been a big part of our ministry, and we have
been blessed to continue serving the Church in this way
here in the Czech Republic. In fact, some new experiences
have come our way in the last month or so. Often we lead
worship together, but at the 2014 TEAM-CZ Ladies’
Retreat Caitlin had her first real experience leading worship
by herself — just her and her mandolin! This was a big step
for Caitlin, and we have the feeling there will be more
opportunities in the future for her to serve in this way.
Also, Scott recently had his “worship debut” in regards to
an instrument he’s been learning to play here: the pump
organ, or harmonium. One of the small congregations here
has a beautiful harmonium that has, from what we understand, gone un-played for some time; Scott was overjoyed
to put it to good use in a recent worship service there! It is
a good thing to sing praises to the Name of our Lord God!

THE MAN FROM MINN

AMERICAN IN PRAGUE MARATHON

Above: Jim Leverton of True North Church
successfully completes the Prague Marathon

Ever since the Lord led us to our new apartment, we have
been praying that He would use our home for His glory —
and He has been faithful to answer! We have consistently
been given the joy of hosting various friends and
acquaintances, and one recent guest was Jim Leverton from
True North Church (our ministry partners in Cannon Falls,
Minnesota). Jim had previously travelled to Prague on some
business trips, and wanted to come back for a very specific
purpose: to run the Prague Marathon! And that he did indeed, flying in on Saturday, May 10th, and running the 26+
miles in 3 hours, 54 minutes, and 21 seconds — the very
next day! We were blessed to spend an afternoon with Jim,
and house him before he flew back to the States; this was
indeed a pleasure, as although we’ve visited Cannon Falls a
few times, we had never met Jim before! We’re so grateful
that the Lord lined things up so we could meet (and hopefully bless) this brother in Christ! And we pray him a
speedy recovery from both the marathon and the jet lag!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with
goodness, goodness with knowledge, knowledge with self-control, selfcontrol with endurance, endurance with godliness, godliness with
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities
are yours and are increasing, they will keep you from being useless or
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” [IInd Peter i:5-8]
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BUSY SUMMER SO FAR
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missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
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ENGLISH CAMP & LEt’sGO Project

“As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to
it, because the harvest has come.”
[Mark iv:29]
The summer has indeed been busy, as we have larger
chunks of time free for helping with other ministries in the
Czech Republic. One of the most effective and powerful
types of ministry here is English Camps — you take a bunch
of Czechs who are learning age groups (often across all age
ranges and fluency levels) to a camp or mountain get-away
for a week of language practice, fun activities, relationship
building, and spiritual teaching. One of the church plants
here in Prague hosts an annual English Camp in the beautiful
Krkonoše mountains of Janské Lázně (a small spa town near
the Polish boarder), and this year we lent a hand: July 5-11
we led music and singing for the evening programs, taught
English classes for teenage students, and helped with the
spiritual program for the teens as well. God was moving,
and we are hopeful that much fruit will come from His
work there.
Then, this last week (July 13-18) we helped out with the
Let’sGO Project at another church plant; this is like a daycamp-style VBS that combines games, crafts, singing, skits,
light English teaching, spiritual teaching, and building a LEGO
city! Our specific jobs were running sound/PowerPoint,
taking photos/video, doing some light translation, and
enthusiastically engaging the kids and other workers. At the
end of the week, some 12 children came to talk with leaders about their decisions to follow Jesus Christ! Hallelujah!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Join us in praising the Lord for the good reports we are
getting on all fronts: new confessions of faith, our own
progress in the language, and improving effectiveness in
many aspects of our lives & ministry!
July 26-August 1 we will be attending the TEAM AllEurope Conference in Birmingham, UK; please pray that
we would be filled with peace and joy, and that these
would overflow to the other missionaries we encounter
there.
It appears we will have the opportunity for a few days’
vacation in the next month or so, which has been strongly
recommended by the leadership here; we praise God for
the upcoming rest and restoration, and ask for prayer that
we would not only be refreshed ourselves but might also
have chances to refresh and encourage others.
Below left: Leading the music at English Camp
Below right: Scott helps Ondra Zikan judge LEGO creations

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
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MORE HOUSE GUESTS
OPPORTUNITIES TO HOST

As we have mentioned before, we are always prayerfully
seeking opportunities to use our apartment (which is quite
large, and in the historical center of Prague) to bless and
serve others. And this summer, we’ve seen those prayers
regularly answered! First we were able to host a young lady
who was in Prague on a “vision trip” — this is what we call
it when someone is feeling called to the missions field and
travels there for further clarification and insight. Although
we can’t list her name here, we’re sure she’d appreciate
prayer as she makes her final decisions in this regard.
Then, a few weeks later, we opened our home to Kristin
Epp, a college student from Grace University in Nebraska
who has been working short-term with TEAM in Spain for
the past six months. Kristin wisely took a few weeks at the
end of her time of service for travelling around Europe; glad
she chose to stop in Prague for a while!

Above: Kristin Epp, one of our recent house guests.

OVER 6 MONTHS IN!

VISAS, LANGUAGE PROGRESS, ETC.
Many of you have been praying over our visa renewal
process as our initial 6-months visas approached expiration;
well, the prayers were effective, as the whole process went
off without a hitch! Shortly after submitting all the
necessary paperwork, we received strong indicators that
our applications would be granted, and on Friday, June 6th
we successfully procured our official visa documents.

Above: Scott’s “Biometric Card”, which functions as our new visa
documentation. No more carrying our passports everywhere!

We also praise God for our progress with the Czech language! The second language intensive, which took place at
the end of May, was tremendously helpful in giving us that
final boost before the summer kicked into full gear. Since
then we’ve had a surprising amount of Czech conversation
and continued progress, increasing our fluency, comprehension, stamina, and other aspects. We’re also increasingly
able to talk about deeper things, like creative work or spiritual realities. With God’s help, may we continually make
the most of every opportunity to learn and witness!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up,
the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.
[Mark iv:26-27]
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PUPPIFIED AT LAST!!!
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ADDING A NEW FAMILY MEMBER
We’re dog people. Have been for a long time. But since we
knew for years in advance that God was bringing us to the
Czech Republic, we felt it would be wiser to wait until after
getting settled here to get our first dog. Well, after over six
years of waiting, we finally have a little Australian Shepherd
puppy! Her name is Kofola [pronounced KO-fo-la]; she
shares her name with a popular Czech soft drink, originally
developed during the Cold War to compete with American
Coca-Cola, but we chose it because 1) her coloring is
similar to the packaging, 2) she has a sweet, bubbly
personality, and 3) it’s an unusual-but-humorous name, so it
makes a great conversation starter.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God for providing us with safe travel throughout
the summer!
We have about two weeks left before classes start; pray
that we would find a good balance of rest and preparation, and that we could get Kofola sufficiently trained before the semester starts.
Although there have been some discouraging moments,
God always sends us people to strengthen and refresh us;
praise Him for His faithfulness and gracious love for us!
Having a puppy has actually helped us establish more of
a routine — something that has been very hard to do thus
far, and something we’ve been needing. Pray that we can
cultivate a healthy rhythm of life so that we can be more
intentional and effective.

People had told us that having a puppy would open many
doors for conversation and relationship-building, and they
were right! Often, Czechs seem a bit stand-offish: they
generally don’t make eye contact with strangers or initiate
conversation. But having a dog seems to make a big
difference! Practically every time we take Kofola on a walk,
numerous Czechs approach us to pet her (and comment on
how pretty she is), and we are starting to get to know many
of our neighbors much better than we had in the first 7
months here!
We are grateful to the Lord for this gift, and pray He uses
Kofola for His glory. We are also thankful for our dear
friend Anička Lachmanová—Anička is a vet tech here, and
she not only helped us find Kofola and work through the
purchasing process, but also helps us regularly with
vaccinations, registration, and other questions we have.

Below left: Bringing Kofola home from Jindřichův Hradec
Below right: Children are among Kofola’s many fans
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TEAM ALL-EUROPE 2014
CHALLENGE & ENCOURAGEMENT

Once every three years or so, our missionary organization
(TEAM, The Evangelical Alliance Mission) hosts an AllEurope conference for the missionaries serving there, and
this summer happened to be one of those times! So all the
TEAM-CZ missionaries travelled to Birmingham, UK to
meet with other TEAM missionaries serving in countries
like Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and Ukraine. We
stayed at a retreat center, and a team of Americans from a
church in Tennessee provided child care, worship leading,
and preaching for the week.

Above: TEAM-CZ at the All-Europe Conference, Birmingham

This was really our first opportunity to connect with many
of the missionaries serving elsewhere in Europe, and it was
refreshing hearing how God is working across this
continent. We were also blessed to receive encouragement
from many more-experienced missionaries—a wonderful
boost for us at our current phase of cultural adjustment.

SOUKENICKÁ VBS

TIME W/ NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS

Above: Scott with the kids & leaders of our local church’s VBS

Earlier this summer we had the opportunity to help out
with ministries connected to two local bodies of believers:
the English camp in the mountains (lead by folks from a
congregation called Skalka or “Rock”), and the Lego project
“LEt’sGO” (a ministry of another congregation called Jižní
město or “South City”). But in August the ministry was
brought even more close to home, as CB Soukenická
(whose services we attend and in whose building we live)
hosted their first Vacation Bible School! Although Caitlin
was very busy with training Kofola, Scott was able to be
there the whole week—which for this VBS meant about 9
hours per day, Monday through Friday! A team of four
Americans from a Pennsylvania church came to help out,
and it was a wonderful week of sharing God’s love and
Word with kids from the community. It was also a great
chance to improve important skill sets, as Scott did some
light translating, video editing, and small construction tasks.
Good to finish the summer’s ministry on a high note!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“Whoever is faithful with very little is also faithful with a lot, and whoever is dishonest with very little is also dishonest with a lot. So if you
haven’t been faithful with unrighteous wealth, who will trust you with
true wealth? And if you haven’t been faithful with what belongs to foreigners, who will give you what is your own?”
Luke xvi:10-12
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BACK TO SCHOOL

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

SECOND SEMESTER UNDERWAY
“Of making many books there is no end,
and much study wearies the body.”
Ecclesiastes xii:12b
Although this summer was very busy, we tried our best to
progress in our language-learning: we attended an additional
one-week language intensive after the Spring semester ended, we helped with several children’s ministries (which provided many opportunities to use what Czech we know), and
generally tried to increase the percentage of our life lived
“in Czech” (as opposed to “in English”).

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God for the advance He has enabled us to make in
our language learning! All glory and praise to His Name!
Language study is taking up a huge portion of our time;
pray that we would make time for each other, and for
meeting daily with the Lord.
We have been very much missing active music ministry,
but we now have some new opportunities to help out with
worship at some of the church plants! Praise the Lord for
the chance to actively participate in music ministry again!
We are already starting to enjoy good relationships with
our classmates, who come from many different countries
and cultures around the world; pray the Lord would open
up opportunities to share about Jesus with these friends,
and that the Holy Spirit would open their hearts to the
saving truth of the gospel.

Well, it seems the Lord has blessed the work of our hands,
minds, mouths, and ears in this regard, because when we
took our placement tests for the Fall 2014 semester, the
results came back a surprise: Caitlin was placed a whole
semester ahead of our previous level (we were in Group 1
in the Spring and now she’s in Group 3), and Scott skipped
two levels (to end up in Group 4)!
It’s a little intimidating, as we’re some of the weaker
students in these groups (some of our classmates have been
studying Czech for years), but it’s also a fantastic challenge,
and we’re already noticing accelerated progress. We’re
now spending the vast majority of each day “in Czech”,
which is awesome; sadly, we’ve also had to cut back on
some of our other activities (like our smallgroup) in order
to accommodate the heavier workload. Please pray for us,
that we can maintain balance among our priorities as we
strive forward for the Glory of God in our lives!

Below: Somewhere in these study materials lies almost all
the knowledge we need for speaking Czech … somewhere ...

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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GUESTS FROM UKRAINE

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY CONTINUES
We had been hoping this past summer to travel to Ukraine
and help with an English Camp there, but due to recent
events there, the plans fell through. So we were overjoyed
when some friends of ours contacted us asking if we could
house a Ukrainian pastor who was in Prague guest-speaking
at several churches! Andriy Borodatyy and his son Petr hail
from Lviv (on the western side of the country), but travel
regularly to minister to believers elsewhere in Eastern
Europe.

Above: good times of conversation around the dinner table with
Ukrainian pastor Andriy Borodatyy and his son (not pictured)

Reliable information about the political situation in Ukraine
has been hard to come by, so it was an added pleasure to
hear eye-witness accounts from the ground regarding
goings-on there. Our prayers and the prayers of many
Czech believers are with the Ukrainians, and we hope that
God will soon bring peace to that land, to His glory.

ČESTMÍR SUŠKA

CONNECTING TO THE ARTS
Many of you know how passionate the two of us are about
the arts, and how much we long to share the gospel with
other artistic persons: writers, actors, visual artists,
dancers, musicians, filmmakers, etc. We have been on the
lookout for ways to connect with the contemporary art
scene in Prague, and God has been faithful to provide!

Above: sculptor and Christ-follower Čestmír Suška
with one of his fantastic creations.

Meet Čestmír Suška, a prominent Czech sculptor with experience in many other arts arenas. Čestmír has had many
large-scale sculptures commissioned by the City of Prague,
and in September we were able to attend an unveiling of a
tower he designed for the Prague Botanical
Gardens. His wife Arjana Shameti has a wonderful ministry
with marionettes (she also writes the scripts and music for
the productions, designs the puppets and scenery, etc.), and
together they host fantastic Art Safaris at their studio space
[see www.bubec.cz]. The choir we sing in was blessed to
perform at the most recent Art Safari, and we are blessed
by our continued friendship with this amazing couple.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“He saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
own accomplishments, but according to His own purpose and the
grace that was given to us in the Messiah Jesus before time began.”
Ist Timothy i:9
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

THANKSGIVING & CHRISTMAS
“Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full
restoration, encourage one another, be of one
mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace
will be with you.”
IInd Corinthians xiii:11
Veselé Vánoce a šťastný nový rok! [Merry Christmas and
happy New Year, that is.] It’s amazing, rewarding, and
humbling to realize that we’ve been here in the Czech Republic for over a year now! A lot has transpired in that
time, and now at year’s end it is good to look back and give
glory to God for all He’s done in, through, and for us.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

We’ve enjoyed being able to get into the spirit of the holiday season, though with a few slight modifications. Some of
our traditional American foods aren’t readily available here,
for example. Also, the Czech Christmas schedule is a bit
different. For instance, we were invited to help with music
at our church’s “Christmas Service” on the 25th. Being
Americans, we naturally assumed it would take place in the
evening—but since Czech Christmas is celebrated on the
evening of the 24th, the Christmas Service was actually
scheduled for 10am on the 25th, and we musicians were
expected to be at rehearsal by 8:30am! Definitely some
cultural differences, but it’s still been a truly blessed season!
We pray yours has been as well. Thank you for your love
and support through this first year. To God be the glory!!!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God for enabling us to complete another semester
of language studies! We seem to be making rapid
progress, and are enjoying the increasingly-spiritual
conversations that come our way as we go about the dayto-day.
After our January intensive we will be leaving the Charles
University program and starting at a new language school
… but we haven’t picked the new one out yet! Pray for us
as we decide where to study next semester, that we may
go where God wants to use us for His glory!
Although Scott had some pretty serious health challenges
this past semester, God got us through; praise the Lord
for His healing, and for providing us with caring friends
in the medical community who could help us find care
and medicine in this new context.

Left: as pumpkin can sometimes be tricky to find, Caitlin turned to butternut squash
for this pie … YUM!
Center: this holiday season we’re getting to spend some quality time with friends,
like ice skating with Silva & Pavel (some of you have met them in the States)
Right: our first Czech Christmas tree, with stockings hung in an improvised fashion.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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SEMESTER’S END

TWO DOWN … TWO TO GO (WE HOPE)
Whew! We made it through another semester! This one
was particularly difficult, as we learned to juggle our separate classes AND life with a new puppy. Our classwork was
much more difficult as well, as we not only had courses in
writing, reading, syntax, morphology, etc. but also lectures
on Czech history, literature, and so on … lectures given in
Czech, not English!
Scott unfortunately had to miss a fair amount of class due
to illness, most notably the whole last two weeks of the
semester when he caught pneumonia! But with God’s help
and gracious teachers, we were both able to complete the
semester.

Above: with Scott’s class at Lány (like Camp David for CZ)

By our estimations we’re about halfway through language
learning! Thank you Lord for Your steadfast faithfulness!

SEASON’S TRADITIONS
EXPERIENCING THE CZECH WAY

Above left: mushrooming in autumn with good friends.
Above right: traditional carp soup on Christmas Eve.

The past few months we’ve been blessed to take part in
several activities that are traditional for Czechs this time of
year, and that aren’t necessarily very typical in the United
States. For example, a huge percentage of Czechs go out to
the woods in late summer and early autumn to pick wild
mushrooms! Knowledge of safe and dangerous varieties is
passed down from generation to generation (the whole
family likes to get involved), and there are “atlases” of
mushroom varieties (and how to identify them) available for
reference both online and in print form. We went with
some good friends from Pardubice and were amazed at the
variety of shapes, sizes, and flavors we found. The flavors
are so diverse, in fact, that some Czechs keep jars of various dried mushrooms for flavoring food, instead of using
herbs and spices!
And as we moved into the Christmas season, we were able
to have our first true Czech Christmas dinner: fish soup,
fried carp, and potato salad. It was surprisingly delicious!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given
me through the working of his power.”
Ephesians iii:7
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
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to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
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irrelevant to 21st-century life.

MISADVENTURES IN PARDUBICE
“... [I]f anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is
from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation...”
IInd Corinthians v:17-18
For us, the year 2015 started off with a bang — literally!
We were staying in a Pardubice hotel over New Year’s and
on the night of the 1st the power went out in the hotel
after all the employees had already gone home for the
night! It definitely felt like something from a horror film:
two Americans in a foreign country ... staying in a hotel
over a holiday … all the employees leave for the night …
the power goes out … AND THEN …

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

Luckily we had Kofola with us, which helped us feel much
more safe. But it was an interesting experience: searching
the hotel for the fuse box; scouring the room and lobby for
emergency phone numbers; leaving voicemails (in Czech) to
notify the hotel management of the power loss; and so on.
Another funny thing happened to us on the train ride back
to Prague: after speaking in Czech for 10-15 minutes with
the gentleman sharing our compartment, we realized that
he too was an American! We had all been speaking in a
second language when we could’ve been communicating in
English the whole time! And what’s more, he turned out to
also be a missionary in a town called Liberec, in northern
Bohemia! His name is Justin Holden, and we were delighted
to make his acquaintance. It turned out to be a Godappointment, actually, because he was planning to come to
Prague later in January for a prayer conference; we were
able to house him overnight that weekend, meet some contacts he has in another church denomination, and take him
along to a couple churches here in Prague where we were
leading worship — kingdom connections being made every
which way!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God for the excellent education we’ve received at
Charles University! As we start studying elsewhere we are
coming to really appreciate the plan God had for our first
year of language study.
Our new school will take some getting used to; not only is
the setting and staff completely different, their approach
is a radical departure from what we’ve had thus far. Pray
for us as we adjust, that we would have patience with
ourselves and be quickly able to synch with our new class.
We are starting to enjoy some truly vibrant and deep relationships with our new friends here; praise God for
providing meaningful friendships, for “it is not good for
man to be alone”, and “as iron sharpens iron, so one man
sharpens another”.
We are now in what may be the final semester of our fulltime language studies, and important decisions for the
future are starting to loom large. Pray for us as we seek
God’s guidance regarding our upcoming year of internship — that the what, where, when, and with whom
would become clear.

As the new year begins, we are especially grateful to each
and every one of you who continually give of your time,
prayers, love, and resources to partner in the Lord’s ministry here in the Czech Republic. 2014 was a very demandingyet-fruitful year, and 2015 promises new challenges and
hopes of its own. Let’s watch together to see what the
Lord will do for His glory here in the heart of Europe!!!

Right: Justin Holden, American missionary in Liberec.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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CONFERENCE 2015
TEAM-CZ MINISTRY AREA

Hard to believe it’s that time of year again already, but it’s
true: January is when all the TEAM missionaries here in the
Czech Republic get together for a weekend-long
conference/retreat. We fellowship, worship, pray for one
another, update each other on what the Lord has been
doing in our respective ministries, and make decisions for
the upcoming year.

Above: TEAM Czech Republic, en masse. Our group has
changed some over the past year, as some missionaries have
retired, been called back to the States, or headed for new
missions fields. But we’ve also had several new arrivals as well!

This year we Andrewses took part in some new ways, leading worship for the adults & kids (two separate tasks), giving
a brief teaching on worship, presenting another para-church
ministry (Covenant Players), etc. And when time came to
elect leaders for our ministry area, Caitlin was elected
TEAM-CZ secretary — a position we’re all sure she’ll excel
in. Conference was, all in all, a great opportunity for us to
use our gifts, and a great chance to connect with our team.

GOODBYE, CHARLES

ONE PHASE ENDS, ANOTHER BEGINS
In January we took our final Czech language intensive at the
Philosophical Faculty of Charles University. It was with a
similar intensive at the same time last year that our Czech
studies first began, so it was a fitting end to our time at this
fine institution. We’ve made rapid progress, thanks to the
Lord’s help, excellent teachers, and the prayers of believers
around the world; now, it’s time to move on to what we
hope will be the final phase of our full-time language learning (though really we’ll never stop learning this language!).

Above: The State Language School (yellow doors), where
many other missionaries here have completed their studies,
and where we will attend starting in February.

In addition to our own personal studies and classes with a
private tutor, we are enrolling at the State Language School.
There we are taking a special course there which is
intended to prepare us for a State-regulated language
proficiency test we hope to take at the end of this Spring
2015 semester. If we pass that test, it will signify that we
have reached the level of language required by our organization, and can then transition into the internship phase of
our ministry, assisting with church planting, etc.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"For just as there are in the one human body many parts, and these parts
have not all the same function; so collectively we form one body in
Christ, while individually we are linked to one another as its members."
Romans xii:4-5
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CELEBRATION!
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to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
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irrelevant to 21st-century life.

REVIVING TRADITION IN ŘEPORYJE
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in harmony with one another.”
Romans xii:15-16a
The transition from winter to spring is a wonderful time in
the Czech Republic, and the traditional highlight is the week
leading up to the Lenten season. During this time, multiple
celebrations of Masopust (“meat fast”) take place in towns
and villages across the country, complete with singing,
dancing, masked processions through town, and a lot of
food (usually all derived from a freshly harvested pig). Sadly,
as with much of folk culture, the celebration of Masopust
has largely fallen by the wayside, and in some communities
hasn’t been observed in decades. One such community is
the Prague outskirt village of Řeporyje, where our friends
Čestmír and Arjana live and minister. This year, however,
the Lord prompted them to organize a Masopust celebration for their friends and neighbors, and we were invited to
come take part. It was a wonderful cultural experience, but
more importantly, it was amazing to see the joy on Czech
faces as a fond tradition was revived. Parents were beaming
as they watched their children experience Masopust for the
first time. The event even drew the attention of local newspapers, and everyone agrees we must celebrate it again
next year. We pray that the Lord might use this celebrating,
this valuing of cultural heritage, to open hearts to His love.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
In February we celebrated 10 years since we started
dating; praise the Lord for bringing us together, and
sustaining us through our relationship thus far!
Our language study is progressing, but we still aren’t sure
when we’ll reach the necessary level of proficiency; pray
that we would be able to clearly ascertain our abilities at
present, and to navigate a projected timeline for our
transition into internship.
We’re increasingly having opportunities to comfort,
counsel, and connect on a deeper level with our friends
here — and increasingly so through the Czech language!
Praise the Lord for giving us the words to speak in these
important conversations, and pray that His words would
bear much fruit.

Below: Procession through the village, and good conversation with some of the participants.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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CHURCH PLANTS

LENDING HANDS AND VOICES
Although our full-time language studies have not yet ended,
the leadership of TEAM-CZ has approved us to help out
with some of the church plants a few times a month. It has
been a joy to assist in music ministry, as well as lending a
hand in set-up, tear-down, etc. And as our language skills
improve, we’re being able to participate even more fully:
sharing our testimonies, recounting different experiences
we’ve had as we’ve walked with the Lord, discussing Biblical
teachings, praying aloud (which is surprisingly difficult for us
to do in another language), etc.

Above: Scott sharing his testimony in Czech at the Skalka
church, bass still in hand from helping lead worship.

Pray for us as we continue in these ministry activities, that
we would be empowered through the Holy Spirit’s grace to
be effective and helpful. And pray for us as we seek to
maintain balance between these ministries (which we love!)
and our language studies.

WELCOME CJ!

SHORT-TERMER TO DRESDEN
The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are view. But
praise be to God, who calls laborers into the fields, in all
shapes, sizes, in different phases of life, and for different
periods of time.
This past month we had the privilege of housing a young
lady on her way to serve in Dresden, Germany. CJ Kennedy
will be working with young people, alongside some of our
co-workers in TEAM, Jeff & Anne Ingram. But before diving
into the hard stuff, CJ was able to take a few days in Prague
upon first arriving in Europe, so she could adjust to the new
time-zone, etc.

Above: With CJ at the Estates Theater, the oldest theater in
Prague, and debut venue for Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni
(but we were there to see The Magic Flute).

She was a tremendous blessing to us during her stay here,
and we are eager to hear what God does in/through/for her
during the next few months. Please join us in
praying for her adjustment, and that she would have
opportunity to boldly share/show the love of Christ to
those around her.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
Colossians iv:5-6
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DOUG & BARBIE ANDREWS VISIT
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those
who mourn. Live in harmony with one another.”
Romans xii:15-16a
It has been almost a year and a half since we left the United
States, which means it’s been a long time since we’ve seen
our families face-to-face. But by God’s grace and generosity,
Scott’s parents were able to come visit us for three weeks
during the month of May! What a wonderful gift!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

We did our best to show them a good bit of Prague, though
the city is far too multifaceted to take in all at once. They
also had the opportunity to meet most of our TEAM-mates,
as well as many of our close friends in Pardubice. And they
were able to reconnect with both Lukáš Hambálek and
Silvie Špačková, who previously visited the Andrews family
in the States.
Towards the end of their stay, we all took a trip for a few
days to Dresden, Germany, which was incredibly rewarding.
Not only is Dresden a beautiful city with a rich-yet-tragic
cultural history, but it was also a great experience because
for most of the trip we were surrounded almost entirely by
the German language. As we struggled to understand and
communicate, we came to realize just how much we’ve
adapted to the language and culture of the Czech Republic!
And when we crossed the boarder back to CZ, it was an
amazing feeling — like coming home!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
We’ve now been able to share the Gospel with a friend
through the Czech language! Pray for this friend, that the
seeds that were planted would be watered by our
Heavenly Father, and come to bear much fruit.
We’re also finding ourselves in interesting opportunities
to discuss spiritual, philosophical, and theological topics
with many individuals — whether inebriated strangers on
the subway late at night, tourists in a coffee shop, or
Czech friends in a restaurant. Praise God for these opportunities, and pray that we would be quick to listen, slow
to speak, and that our speech would be seasoned with the
salt of God’s word.
After we conclude our formal language study phase of
ministry, we will begin a time of intensive ministry
preparation and internship. We have already begun some
of this training, and more lies ahead. Pray that we would
be receptive to the wisdom of God being presented to us
by various leaders within the ministry here, and that we
would have eyes to see how we might faithfully apply
what we learn to our work here.
It’s been hard leaving so many close friends behind in the
States, and there have definitely been times of great
loneliness since our arrival. But praise God, for He has
given us good friends among the believers here! As iron
sharpens iron, so have these blessed saints encouraged,
challenged, and given joy to us.

Above: Doug & Barbie Andrews finally meet Martin & Irena
Hambálkovi, our “Czech parents” who have invested much
time and love into our lives over the past 11 years.

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika
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COVENANT PLAYERS
MINISTERING IN BEROUN

Above: The Covenant Players ministering at a school in Beroun.

In the Czech Republic, theatre has long enjoyed a privileged
position as “reflector and conscience of the nation” (to use
one scholar’s title). So when our friends David and Allison
Graham, who serve with the Covenant Players in Germany,
contacted us on behalf of a drama team wanting to minister
in CZ, we were excited about the potential! After meeting
with the troop (sadly, David and Allison aren’t part of that
particular team of Covenant Players), we were so
impressed by their heart and approach that we presented
their ministry at the TEAM-CZ annual conference so the
other missionaries could know about this valuable resource.
And just last month, Dave & Angie Staedtler had them
come and minister in several schools in Beroun, a suburb of
Prague where a new church plant is underway. Dave
reports that doors and hearts immediately started to open
as a result of the team’s service! Praise the Lord!

VISION & PRAYER
SEEKING GOD’S GUIDANCE

There are many transitions and decisions that seem to lie in
the near future: when & how to end our formal language
studies; where, when, with whom, and for how long to do
our internship phase; etc. God’s wisdom, guidance, love,
patience, and unity are needed in these decisions, many of
which involve the leadership of TEAM-CZ and even outside
persons/groups.

Above: The beautiful Renaissance town of Telč,
where we spent our weekend of Vision & Prayer

We took a weekend of Prayer & Vision recently, and
travelled to the historical town of Telč in southern Moravia
for solitude & reflection. Although the time was very
productive in helping us refine our own desires and leanings
in the ministry to which we’ve been called, there are still
many hurdles that lie ahead, and complex decisions that
need to be made by others.
We appreciate your prayers, and your patience with us
during this time of change and uncertainty.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"Unto thee, O Lord my God, I lift up my heart. In thee I trust: do not put
me to shame, let not my enemies exult over me. No man who hopes in
thee is put to shame; but shame comes to all who break faith without
cause. Make thy paths known to me, O Lord; teach me thy ways. Lead
me in thy truth and teach me; thou art God my Savior. For thee I have
waited all day long, for the coming of thy goodness, Lord.”
Psalm xxv:1-5
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MEET DARINA

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

LANGUAGE TUTOR AND FRIEND
“I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which
he has called you … ”
Ephesians i:18a
As some of you may remember, shortly after we arrived in
Prague a year and a half ago we took part in a two-week
Czech language intensive at Charles University. During that
course, one of our instructors was a Czech woman named
Darina Ivanovova, who did an excellent job of not only
teaching us, but making us feel comfortable communicating
in the new language. Darina was again our teacher during
our first full semester of studies at Charles University, as
well as at additional intensives. And for the past several
months, she has been meeting with us privately as our tutor. We are very grateful for her giftedness as a teacher,
which is evident in the rapid progress we’ve made in the
language.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

Through all these interactions Darina has also become a
dear friend. Although she self-identifies as an atheist, we can
see God’s hand in her life, and believe that her heart is
awakening to the vitality of Jesus’ love. Please pray that our
relationship with Darina would continue to deepen, and
that as we increasingly share in the joys and struggles of life,
we would have opportunity to show her and her family the
acceptance, peace, and grace that we have through our relationship with God. We would be overjoyed to know her
not just as a teacher, or as a friend, but as a sister in Christ.

PRAISES & REQUESTS
July 3rd-9th we will be at an English Camp in the
Krkonoše Mountains. Caitlin will be working as a
translator for some of the children’s classes, and both of
us will be helping lead the music. Please pray for Caitlin,
that she wouldn’t be nervous about translating. Pray also
that the music effectively engages the Czech people, so
that all will feel welcome and connected. Lastly, pray that
hearts and minds would be opened, that many would
come to know God in new and exciting ways.
Thank you for your prayers about both our language
training and our internship placement! We are happy to
announce that by summer’s end, we will officially transition out of our dedicated language phase of ministry and
begin the following internship phase. Praise God for His
faithfulness in bringing us to a functional level of Czech
language, and praise Him for His clear direction
regarding our internship: the where, when, who, etc.
July 13th-17th we will be helping with LEt’sGO, the weeklong day camp we participated in last year. This busy
week of intensive ministry follows close on the heels of
English Camp, so please pray that we would have plenty
of energy and enthusiasm, so we can interact with the
children who come in meaningful and intentional ways.
Pray also that the Lord would reach out and place His
word within these young ones, like a fire in their bones.

Above: near the Vltava/Moldau river w/ Darina Ivanovová

Many of you have been inquiring about our mailing address here in Prague, so here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

Please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some limitations or special instructions needed!
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JOHN DE JONG

SCOTT AS A “GROOVE DOCTOR”?

Above: Scott playing a recent concert with John de Jong

Many of your know that although Scott is an multiinstrumentalist, his main instrument is the bass guitar. This
year, he has been prayerfully seeking opportunities to not
only serve through music, but also to grow as a musician.
Many such opportunities have presented themselves, and
one of the has been with noted singer, songwriter, and
worship leader John de Jong. John is from the United
Kingdom, and has been actively ministering through music in
the Czech Republic for many years, recently relocating to
Prague full-time. When he and his backing band, The
Groove Doctors, found themselves minus a bassist for several concerts this year, God brought them into contact with
us, and Scott was able to help them out. We hope there
will be many other future collaborations with John, and pray
that Scott will both bless this brother in Christ and learn
through their musical misadventures.

A CHANCE ENCOUNTER
WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE PRAGUE

The world is a small place, and with the advent of social
media, it can seem even smaller. A few weeks ago, we were
notified by a friend on Facebook that Peter & Kristina
Kroon (who went to high school with Scott) were in
Prague on a short visit! By the grace of God, Scott was able
to get in contact with them, and the four of us were able to
get together for an evening of catching up, exploring Prague
together, and mutual encouragement in pursuing and
serving Christ. We were also able to introduce them to
some good, traditional Czech food at a favorite off-thebeaten-path restaurant.

Above: with Scott’s old friends Peter & Kristina Kroon

This was the first time Scott had seen this brother-sister
duo since graduation, so it was exciting to share together
how the Lord has stretched, change, and challenged us all
over the past decade. It was also great for Caitlin to finally
meet these friends, and vice versa. God is so good!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"It is an honor for a man to keep aloof from strife, but every fool will be
quarreling… The purpose in a man’s heart is like deep water, but a man
of understanding will draw it out… Many a man proclaims his own
steadfast love, but a faithful man who can find? … Even a child makes
himself known by his acts, by whether his conduct is pure and upright. A
man’s steps are from the Lord; how then can man understand his way.”
from Proverbs xxi
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LEt’sGO CAMP 2015

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

CONNECTING WITH CHILDREN
“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor
in vain. ”
Psalm cxxvii:1
Working with children has long been a passion of ours, so
we were overjoyed when Melissa and Ondra Zikánovi
invited us to help again with LEt’sGO this year. For those
who may not know, LEt’sGO is sort of like a LEGO-themed
Vacation Bible School, but it runs all day (9-4) every day for
a week. There are English lessons, games, crafts, songs,
skits, Bible lessons or other spiritual teaching, and last but
not least, building a LEGO city! Because we were new to
the field last year, we were only able to help with a few
things: running sound & powerpoint, photography & video,
some light translation, etc. This year we were able to be
much more involved, as Caitlin helped Melissa in preparing
all the English curricula, and we both helped with the
planning for the whole camp (over several months).
During the week itself (July 13th-17th) we again helped with
photography & video, but also lent a hand in music, drama,
translating (to a much greater degree than last year, since
we speak better now), and just connecting with the kids in
general — many of whom remembered us from last year
and were excited to be with us again. Scott also took care
of editing together all the photos and video from the week,
which was a somewhat new experience for him (but is a
skill set he needs to develop). We saw God move in many
ways, not only during the camp, but in how the children
have changed and grown since last year. Just like a LEGO
city, the kingdom of God is built over time. God is faithful!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
On July 30th Scott took his Certified Test in Czech for
Foreigners, level B2, which marked the end of our period
of dedicated language study. We won’t know his results
until around the end of August, but we praise God for the
wonderful network of individuals and churches (in both
the US and CZ) who have supported us through prayer
and encouragement through the past year and a half of
language study! We can’t imagine going through it all
without you!
We will be doing a fair amount of travelling in August, as
well as meeting with many different friends and
acquaintances who have more free time now that summer
vacation has arrived. Pray that we would make the most
of every opportunity that comes our way, to bless,
encourage, and comfort others as we seek to spur them
on to deeper knowledge of Christ’s love and God’s ways.

Below left: children and families playing in the LEGO city.
Below right: Scott discussing the upcoming day’s ministry
with Alena Pecková, translator and leader at South City.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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ENGLISH CAMP 2015

TOGETHER IN THE KRKONOŠE

Above: Scott & Caitlin with the English Camp Band!

On July 3rd we headed back to Janské Lázně in the
Krkonoše mountains to help with the Skalka-Ládví English
Camp. Caitlin helped with translation and teaching in one of
the children’s English classes (10-12-year-olds), while Scott
sat in with the leadership team to plan details for each day.
But our main task was leading the music during the evening
programs, which is one of the only times when all the
people of all age groups and English levels are gathered
together. Each year brings its own fresh mix of musicians
from the short-term teams that come, and this year we had
an excellent band with wonderful attitudes and a fun
combination of instruments: clarinet, trombone, guitars,
harmonica, mandolin, and percussion. The people really
enjoyed the variety, and we musicians had a blast. We’re
already hearing reports of how God moved in
people’s lives—and several children came to know Christ!

INTERNSHIP TO BEGIN IN THE FALL

HERE’S WHAT THE NEXT YEAR OR TWO MIGHT LOOK LIKE
We want to thank you all for praying over the decision-making process regarding our upcoming internship. After months of
seeking the Lord’s guidance, discussing our options with more experienced church planters, and working through the details each
option might entail, we’re thankful to say that God has made clear the next step in our ministry, and our Ministry Area Leadership
Team has given us to go-ahead to start our internship in the fall. We will be interning with Network Praha, a new work that is just
in its germination stage but will focus on making disciples and building the Body of Christ here in the center of Prague, with a
special sensitivity and intentionality towards university students, couples without children, and ex-patriots from many nations. The
leader of this project is Tomáš Grulich, who is also the head of Church Planting and Renewal for the Církev bratrská (The Czech
Brethren Church). We will surely be sharing more about Network Praha, Tomáš, the rest of that team, and our internship
supervisor (David Sedlá ek) in future updates.
In addition to working with Network Praha, we will also be supplementing our internship with various training opportunities. We
hope to work on a regular basis with estmír & Arjana (the sculptor and puppeteer we’ve mentioned in a previous newsletter),
helping them with their many ministries and learning how to creatively use the arts to minister to people in meaningful ways. We
also want to continue progressing in our language skills, so each of us hope to audit a course at a local seminary (Scott perhaps a
course in Biblical theology, Caitlin a course in pastoral care/counseling); this will give us new training and skills in ministry, as well
as bolster our spiritual vocabulary, etc. We will see what God puts our hands to, and work to see Him glorified in all we do!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region…having been
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word [there]. When they
came to the border [], they tried to enter [], but the Spirit of Jesus would
not allow them to. So they passed by... During the night Paul had a
vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, ‘Come over to
Macedonia and help us.’ [So] we got ready at once[,] concluding that
God had called us to preach the gospel to them.”
[from Acts xvi]
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WORK IN ŘEPORYJE

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

CHILDREN, ART, PUPPETS, & MORE
The air is crisp with autumn, and our internship is in full
swing! As we’ve previously reported, a significant part of
our internship will be spent working with Czech couple
Čestmír and Arjana in their various ministries, largely based
out of their studio Bubec in the village of Řeporyje (to the
southwest of Prague proper). Several mornings each week,
we help Arjana as she holds a creative daycare program
(called “Baby Bubec”) for local children (mostly ages 3 to 4)
— we do arts and crafts with the kids, sing songs together,
teach them some basic English (a huge draw for the parents), read stories, a go for exploratory trips out into the
surrounding countryside. In the afternoon, an art club for
somewhat older kids meets, and Caitlin helps with teaching
there as well.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
We are very much enjoying getting to work with children
of various ages in Řeporyje; however, communicating
with them is a constant challenge, as we are still learning
the language and some of these children are barely verbal
in Czech themselves (because they’re so young). Please
pray we would be able to connect with the children in
extra-verbal ways, and that we would quickly come to
master the special vocabulary that is used in working with
children here (Czech kids use a very different form of the
language than adults do).
We are feeling much happier and healthier of late than we
have in a long, long while. After considerable dry spells,
our spiritual lives are getting sweeter again, and we’re
starting to find the rhythms of life that most enable us to
thrive. Praise God for His faithfulness through the difficulties of the past several months, and for the health and
joy we’re presently experiencing in Him.

Arjana has a fantastic puppet/marionette ministry, which
performs at various venues as well as in local
children’s hospitals and orphanages, and Scott has started
assisting with these events, often adding music to the performances on guitar or harmonica.
At the main studio Bubec there is also a lot of work we can
do. Starting with helping to set up and tear down various
exhibitions and translating promotional materials, we’re
continually finding new ways to serve, learn, and grow with
this couple. Caitlin may be taking on more roles within the
studio, helping communicate with international artists and
perhaps even teaching some art history or art appreciation
courses. And we’re also getting plugged in to larger circles
of artists, musicians, and filmmakers both in Prague and
abroad. All in all, it’s a terrific opportunity for us!

Below left: children from Baby Bubec playing amid sculptures in the main Bubec studio
Below right: puppet ministry in a local children’s hospital

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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M4 TRAINING
MOVING FORWARD

Above: Working out an plan of action with our Network Praha team at
the M4 training conference in Olomouc.
Below: Scott’s official certificate of language from Charles University

While the work in Řeporyje takes up more of our
time at present, our primary internship is in the new
church plant Network Praha, which will hopefully be
“launching” at the beginning of 2016. We’ve starting
meeting with other members of the core team, as
well as the larger team that will help support this
new effort. In September the core team attended an
M4 training conference together in the Moravian
city of Olomouc. M4 is an organization based out of
Norway that helps church planters explore
important issues they will face throughout the
church planting process. We’re now working
through many important questions pertaining to
vision, goals, culture, values, and more. It’s exciting
to begin at square one with this new plant, and
we’re learning a great deal in the process.

SCOTT PASSED!!!

FORMAL LANGUAGE STUDY COMPLETED
Thank you all so much for your prayers regarding Scott’s certified
language test. We are happy to report that with God’s help Scott
was able to pass with a solid score of about 80% — which surprised
us all, given how relatively short a time we’ve been studying!
As we’ve transitioned into our internship, our formal language studies have largely concluded, but we continue to make progress in our
free time. Caitlin still meets for tutoring sessions with Darina, and
for conversation with a language partner. We are both working
through various textbooks and materials, and although the seminary
courses we wanted to audit didn’t work out, Scott has been able to
find some course books that he can study on his own.
Of course, now that we’re able to do more and more in either
Czech or English, we could really use prayer for wisdom to know
which language will be most beneficial in a given situation!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your
positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the
LORD will give you.”
[from IInd Chronicles xx:17]
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TIME IN THE US

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

FIRST VISIT SINCE OUR DEPARTURE
As many of you have heard (or seen!) by now, we came
back to the US for a while over the holidays! Although we
had planned to come to the States closer to Christmas, our
plans were changed by the unexpected passing of our niece,
Abigail, on November 30th — but by God’s grace and the
help of His people we were miraculously able to get everything wrapped up and be on our way to join her family
within 12 hours of hearing this tragic news. We want to
sincerely thank everyone who has been praying for us during this difficult time: the hand of God has been visible even
here.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
We are receiving good reports that much of our labor
from the autumn has been fruitful, and we are seeing
signs of great promise for the year that lies ahead. Join us
in praising God that He in His grace and goodness is
using us, even in small ways, for His glory.
This past year was very difficult for us, and ended in a
true tragedy. We are still feeling the emotional toll of all
this, and although hope and joy are starting to increase in
our hearts and minds again, some days are still very hard.
Please pray that we would continue to work through our
grief, and find the right balance of work, rest, quiet, and
play so that we can thrive and be effective for the sake of
the gospel.

Although this loss colored our whole stay, we were also
able to partake in many joyful moments. Scott officiated a
wedding for the first time, joining dear friends Timothy
Kolker and Rachael Kneice in marriage on December 19th.
We were able to drive out to Bollivar, Missouri to visit
Scott’s sister and brother-in-law (and meet our new
nephew Harry for the first time!), and also got to spend a
lot of truly precious time with Caitlin’s family (including a
new nephew, Lincoln, on that side as well!). Scott’s grandmother and uncle even made a trip up from Virginia to
spend several days with us!
Lastly, we were able to reconnect with many (but not all) of
our dear friends, and to visit of few of the many churches
that we love so much. All in all, while our time in the States
was busy and sad, there was a lot to be thankful for, We
are truly blessed by the people in our lives.

Below left: Scott officiating at the Kolker/Kneice wedding
Below right: Caitlin with her nephews Riley and Andrew.
We were blessed to have many opportunities to spend with
them, as well as their parents, Drew and Tiffany.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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BACK HOME IN CZ
BLESSED BY FRIENDSHIPS

Above: Leendert & Nelleke Wolters, two of our closest friends

Coming back to the Czech Republic was both difficult and
happy. We truly feel at home here, and part of this is
because of the wonderful friendships God has given and
continues to give us. Two of our closest friends here are
Leendert and Nelleke Wolters, who are missionaries
here from the Netherlands. They and their two children
are a source of constant encouragement and welcome to
us, and at many points when we’ve felt lonely or discouraged, they’ve been there to laugh, cry, and counsel with
us. Shortly after our return this January, we had the
pleasure of participating in a special Dutch celebration of
St. Nicholas’ Day (delayed due to our time in the States),
complete with gift giving, gift MAKING, poetry writing,
amazing food, and lots of silliness. Friendship really is a
gift from God, and we are so thankful to have received
friends like these.

HELP WANTED:

ENGLISH-SPEAKERS FOR CAMP
Scott’s old church in Pardubice (where he attended while
living in CZ twelve years ago) is organizing an English camp
for families this summer, in a small town in the country—
but sadly the team of Americans who were going to come
help had to cancel! So the church has asked us for help, to
see if we can find volunteers (students, families with
children, singles) to come help with the camp. The time
commitment would be about two weeks, probably in the
first part of July, and the Americans would have to pay for
their own airfare to and from the Czech Republic. If you or
your church is interested in participating, please contact us
at explore.the.vertical@gmail.com, or message Scott via
Facebook (he can be found under the name Scott Hamilton
Andrews). We plan to help with the camp as well, and
there’s talk of having a day or two of sight-seeing in Prague
after the camp is done! Let us know, we’d love your help!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
"Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude
of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they
should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves,
they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things
God may be praised through Jesus Christ.”
[from Ist Peter iv]
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WRAPPING UP ŘEPORYJE

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

FINAL PHASE OF INTERNSHIP

Some of you may recall that in the Fall we began helping at
a creative daycare/preschool in the Prague suburb of
Řeporyje. This important part of our internship has helped
us improve our language skills, connect with new people,
and learn a great deal about serving children and parents for
the Lord in our new context.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

Just like last year, this February brought a wonderful
celebration of the Czech carnival/Mardi Gras-type festival of
Masopust there in Řeporyje, and since we’ve been working
with the children in the area so much, it was a blast to help
lead the costumed procession of all ages through the village
streets (with lots of music and dancing), finishing at the
Bubec art studio space for food (goulash, blood sausage,
liver sausage— all the classics), concerts, more dancing, and
a special musical presentation by the children (pictured
below on the right).
In March we entered a new phase in our internship, which
meant a rearranging of our schedules. Caitlin has finished
working with the daycare so she can focus on her art
history lectures (discussed on the next page) and other
ministry within Network Praha. Scott will continue with the
children’s ministry until the summer, as well as increasing
his activity in Network Praha. Pray for God to make the
remaining time in Řeporyje useful and beneficial for us, the
children, the parents, and the other workers. And pray that
our relationships would deepen and continue even after we
officially close out this time of ministry.

PRAISES & REQUESTS
For the past two years we’ve been clearly exempt from
having to file Czech taxes because we qualified as
students. This year, however, things are not so clear, and
it seems we may be needing to file. Please pray for us as
we try to figure out exactly what Czech tax laws require of
us, and how to go about fulfilling those requirements!
Praise God, we have received a strong response to our
request for a short-term team to work with the Pardubice
Family English Camp this summer! Thank you all!
It’s time to start renewing our Czech visas again; pray
that we would be able to smoothly navigate all the logistics of this process, and that we’d have opportunities to
show the love of Christ to others along the way.
Below left: Scott with one of the children from the daycare,
who’s become quite interested in music recently. :-)
Below right: Caitlin (in a wig) and Scott helping to lead the
children in a music recital during the Masopust celebration.
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ART HISTORY

SERIES OF LECTURES BEGINS
In January we kicked off a totally new endeavor with
Bubec: lectures on art history. By presenting and teaching
about different movements and periods from art history,
we can not only benefit the listeners in terms of education, but also open many related topics for conversation
afterwards and in our budding relationships with them:
values, philosophy, religion, the positive and negative impacts made by Church or State through war, colonialism,
oppression, etc. — a whole host of important discussions
naturally open up in the wake of these sessions. Caitlin
will be doing the bulk of the teaching, and began the
series with a presentation on “The Lives of the Artists:
Leonardo da Vinci and Caravaggio”. In April Scott will
make his first contribution with an entry about four artists from the Dada movement in Zürich. Your prayers are
appreciated as we dive further into this exciting ministry.

Above: Caitlin lecturing with translator Kristyna

MAKING JOYFUL NOISES
HELPING WITH A LOCAL PUNK BAND

Above: Scott filling in with local band Secondhand Daylight

Meet Secondhand Daylight, local punk/garage/noise band
and brainchild of friend and British missionary Matthew
Pollard (pictured here with face paint and a red guitar).
While Matthew is the only Christian in the band, the songs
he writes express his faith quite openly, and through them
he hopes to witness both to his fellow bandmates (a Slovak
guitarist and German drummer) and to their fans. Matthew
has had some trouble finding a reliable bassist, and in February he found himself needing someone to fill in on bass
for one concert. Scott was only too happy to help out, and
in the process new friendships with the other musicians
(including their new Czech bassist) have begun. We hope
that these relationships will lead to opportunities to share
God’s grace and mercy in Christ Jesus with these wonderful people, and that together with Matthew we can one day
rejoice to call them brothers and sisters in the Lord!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord
will do amazing things among you.”
[from Joshua iii]
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INTERNSHIP FINISHES

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENT BEGINS

We are happy to announce that the leadership of TEAM
Czech Republic has given us approval to end our internship
period after one year, and has officially assigned us to
continue our work with Network Praha as “full”
missionaries starting August 1st. The timing here works
quite well, because there seems to be every indication that
the fall will bring a further increase in our responsibilities
and activity within the new church plant. The Lord has
continued to visibly bless Network Praha, sending new
people from around the world to join in this disciple-making
mission.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God, we were able to get all our visa paperwork
filed and temporary visas issued to cover our travels over
the next few months. Please pray that we would receive
our new two-year visas without complication.
Praise God, Scott may have found a local gospel band to
play bass with. We’ve been praying he would find more
opportunities to use his musical gifts, and several exciting
possibilities have appeared on the horizon. More information to follow as events unfold. :-)
This summer’s Family English Camp is coming up fast.
Please pray over the preparation process as we, the Czech
team, and the American short-termers work together.
Please pray for clear communication and effective
cooperation, and that the logistical challenges would not
distract or hinder us in our ministry to these families.

During this time of transition, we have several specific
prayer requests we would like to share with you. First,
Scott would like prayer as he finishes working with the
children in Řeporyje, because the relationships there have
really deepened and he doesn’t want any of the children to
be hurt by his leaving. Second, please pray that we both
would increasingly move in the grace and wisdom of God:
we’ve come through both our language learning and
internship phases quite quickly (2.5 years, when 4-5 years
isn’t unusual), and while we feel confident in what God has
done and is doing in/through/for us, we recognize that
we’ve been on the field a relatively short amount of time.
Pray that we would be able to make room in our busy
schedules to continue learning and gaining experiences that
will benefit us in the work to which the Lord has called us.

Below left: Tomáš Grulich, the pastor of Network Praha,
outlines important next steps in realizing our vision as a
church.

Below right: Scott connecting with fellow Network Praha
leader Matyáš Kočnar at an art exhibit (Matyáš himself had
a few pieces on display elsewhere in the venue).

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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STAYING GROUNDED
A VISIT TO NEVEKLOV

Above: Pastor Pavel Černý gives a sermon at the Neveklov preaching
station. The text on the wall reads: “We have hope in the Living God.”

NETWORK PRAHA

As we live and work in the capital city, we constantly
have to remind ourselves of a profound and important
reality: the rest of the country is not like Prague. In terms
of culture, politics, etc. it would be a grave mistake to
gloss over the differences between our lives here and the
world most Czechs live in. Similarly, although we are
planting a “center” church, we really want to stay mindful
of the small, rural churches that comprise much of the
Body of Christ in the Czech Republic. For these reasons,
we are always grateful and filled with joy when we have
the chance to visit villages throughout the country and
worship with our brothers & sisters there. We recently
had one such opportunity, as Scott was asked to help
accompany some special musical offerings during a
worship service in the town of Neveklov. The warmth of
the people and the beautiful simplicity of their service are
highly instructive to us as we continue to work out what
it means to be a Czech church in our own metropolitan
context. What a humbling and uplifting visit.

COACHING

THE PRIORITY OF PRAYER

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

A wise man once said, “You can do more than pray after
you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until
you have prayed.” Because that’s pretty complicated to
phrase in Czech, we’ve shortened to something like
“Prayer may not be the main task, but it should be the first
task.” We’ve recently begun to truly feel that prayer is
work, important work, work that needs to take a priority
and be given resources of time, focus, and energy. These
same values are being woven into the fabric of Network
Praha right from the very beginning. We incorporate
prayer into each of the many levels of activity with the
church plant, and meet twice a month strictly to labor sideby-side in prayer. It is our hope that this intentionality is
never lost, but grows and spreads as new people join the
church.

One of the biggest challenges in church planting is the question of
how to develop leaders. The desire is to raise up future leaders
who know how to tackle problems creatively, examine their work
through the lenses of scripture and with the help of the Holy
Spirit, recognize potential pitfalls, identify and utilize resources,
evaluate their own performance, prioritize their responsibilities,
and maintain a healthy sense of perspective. That’s a tall order.
Some ways of accomplishing this are more effective than
others; one of the best is a tool called “coaching”. In April we
both attended a weekend-long conference to learn this method,
which utilizes insightful questioning techniques to tap in to the
potential of developing leaders and draw these things out of them,
and through accountability structures helping them incorporate
their new goals and realizations into their lives and work. It may
sound abstract and confusing, but it really is effective; we’re
already starting to see fruit in our own coaching relationships.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people;
my chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.
They will not labor in vain.”
[Isaiah lxv:22b-23a]
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FAMILY ENGLISH CAMP

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

PARDUBICE MEETS FORT WAYNE

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to all of you who spent
time praying over the Family English Camp we helped with
in July! As you may recall, the CB church in Pardubice
(where we have a lot of close friends) was organizing this
camp for the first time, so we wanted to come lend a hand
in support of their efforts. Also, we helped put that church
into contact with the Americans who came to help out
during the week, which included a team from Highland
Gospel Community Church in Ft. Wayne, IN, a young lady
from the Newton, KS area, and two of our own nephews
from Ohio. The camp was a rousing success, and a great
source of encouragement for the Czech team that led it —
that team was comprised entirely of Czech laypersons, with
no direct leadership from foreign missionaries or even
Czech pastors, so this was a huge experiment for many. It
was awesome for us to see how the Czech and American
teams worked together and grew throughout the week, and
we are happy to report that some of the unbelievers who
attended also showed visible transformation during the
week, and seem well-poised to develop meaningful and lifegiving relationships with this church and its people.
Although the past six months or more of preparation were
a bumpy road indeed, the result exceeded all expectations
(except perhaps God’s). The Lord is faithful, and we look
forward to seeing what develops in future years for these
people and this ministry. We especially want to thank the
Americans who worked tirelessly in teaching, preaching,
presenting, conversing, exploring, enjoying, and caring for all
those in attendance. As we say in Czech, “Klobouk
dolů” (“Hat’s off to you”)!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God, our visas were approved and issued!
Scott has agreed to spearhead the development of
Network Praha’s website and online branding (a good
challenge), with a target date of completion by the end of
September (which seems fast). Please pray that all the
details and decisions would come together, and that the
final results would be useful and effective in serving the
ministry.
Caitlin has just completed six months on counselling,
helping her get strong again after the trials and troubles
of 2015. Now we’d like Scott to have the same opportunity. Please pray that we would be able to find a Christian
counselor or psychologist for Scott to meet with on a regular basis. Psychological burnout is a common problem
here, so it’s good to be proactive in this regard.
Below left: the whole gang from Family English Camp 2016!
Below right: in addition to helping with translation, teaching, and
childcare, we were able to help dear friend Petra Jeníčková (in the
blue) lead the music for the evening programs at camp.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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A NEW HOME

(BUT SAME ADDRESS)

Above left: our nephews Andrew & Riley along
with English Camp team members Marcus &
Ashley, who all helped us with the early stages of
our move.

Above right: friends Zuzka and
Barbara helping to carry all our
stuff across the courtyard to the
new apartment.

This summer it became necessary for us
to move out of the apartment we’ve
called home for the past two-and-a-half
years. While we are grateful for the
home we’ve had thus far, we are very
excited about our new apartment
(located within the same complex, so
our address doesn’t have to change).
The size and layout suit our needs well,
and will be of great utility for future
ministry. We were also blessed to have
many people (both from within Network Praha and from without) come
help us move! We managed to get everything shifted over with remarkable
ease, and it was a great chance for different people we know to meet and
(hopefully) begin new friendships!

GEARING UP

AUTUMN REALLY IS A NEW SEASON
With our formal language studies and internships behind us, this
fall marks the start of a new phase in our ministry. We will be
taking on new leadership roles, responsibilities, and “hats” in our
various areas of operation: within Network Praha (the church we
are helping to plant), within TEAM-CZ (the team of missionaries
serving here with our same organization), within the Prayer Network Gathering (a group that meets to pray, network, and creatively brainstorm in addressing problems of human trafficking and
prostitution in Prague, the Czech Republic, and Europe as a
whole), and more. We’ll be serving as administrative assistants;
spearheading website design and online branding; leading discipleship groups; coordinating various prayer meetings; leading a film
club to facilitate discussion of important topics and themes; organ-

izing various activities to bless the homeless and the women working on the streets & in the brothels; learning to coach new missionaries as they tackle the Czech language; and doing many other
exciting new things in and for the Kingdom! We’re excited to have
so many opportunities to serve with intentionality and purpose,
and eagerly desire (and truth be told, rely on) your prayers as we
move forward in all this. Please pray that we would be effective
and productive, and that our participation in these various arenas
would foster simplicity and peace as we go. Pray also that we
would be able to quickly “learn the ropes” in these areas, as some
are quite new and challenging for us; lastly, pray that the Lord
would bring us into contact and interaction with the right people,
so the work would go well and all involved would grow spiritually.

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“[S]eek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you
as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom.”
[Luke xii:31-32]
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AUTUMN ADVENTURES
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NEW MINISTRIES AND NEW ROLES

Wow, the months have flown past! As anticipated, this
season has been very busy with ministry; God, however, is
always doing more than we can ask or imagine, and we are
grateful to see His blessing on the works of our hands.
One exciting new ministry we’ve begun this season is the
Film Club, a place for people who love films, like to think
deeply about them, and enjoy discussing their thoughts with
other film enthusiasts. The initial plan is for three screenings
(one per month until the end of the year), with each
screening followed immediately by a moderated discussion
of various themes and questions raised by the film. Our first
screening was of the 1997 sci-fi classic Contact, based on the
novel of the same name by renown astronomer,
astrophysicist, and agnostic Carl Sagan. Through the film
and discussion, we were able to engage many deep
philosophical, social, and theological questions in an
engaging and non-confrontational format. The response was
quite enthusiastic, and we look forward to seeing what God
does through future screenings and discussions.
Scott recently had a “landmark” experience in the ministry,
as he taught about and officiated communion in Czech for
the first time during a recent Network Praha meeting. Caitlin has been leading a discipleship group in Czech as well,
which is even more difficult; pray for her as she helps a
seeking friend dive into the Gospel of John and learn more
what it means to build a trusting relationship with Jesus
Christ!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
We are taking an online course in language coaching
through Wheaton College Graduate School’s Institute for
Cross-Cultural Training. This course should equip us to
help new missionaries to the Czech Republic find the best
ways to tackle the language learning process. Pray for us
as we try to incorporate this coursework into our existing
schedules.
Praise God, Scott has starting meeting (via Skype) with a
Christian mental health professional. He is also receiving
ministry coaching from an experienced missionary, all of
which should help him be healthier and more effective.
As we continue to move deeper into disciple-making ministry here, we would appreciate continued prayer for our
language skills — talking about deep questions of theology, psychology, and spirituality are not easy in a foreign
language, and we need God’s help every step of the way!
Below left: discussing Contact at the first Film Club meeting
Below right: Scott and Leendert administering communion

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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ANTI-TRAFFICKING
GETTING MORE INVOLVED

Above: gifts made with friends for the women in the brothels
Below: Network Praha’s new website and Facebook page

Once merely a transit country for victims of sex trafficking (as exploited persons from poorer eastern countries were shipped to the
wealthy West), the Czech Republic has become in recent years
both a source country (as Czech men and women are pulled into
prostitution) and a destination country (as people travel to Prague
or the border cities for sex tourism, especially from the UK and
Germany). There is also a lot of human trafficking for forced labor
and slavery here, hiding in plain sight: in lumber yards, construction
companies, even restaurants. We are currently working in several
networks to combat these evils, and to reach out to the people
caught in them. We have started attending craft nights to make gifts
for the women in the brothels and on the streets — with the help
of both Christian and non-Christian friends! Caitlin has also started
training in brothel outreach ministry, working with a missionary
experienced in this field. The powers at work in these industries
are multi-level and complexly organized, so we’re working with
leaders in the churches and elsewhere to effectively respond.

NETWORK ON THE NET
BUILDING AN ONLINE PRESENCE

Because of Network Praha’s particular vision and ministry foci,
online communication and internet presence are very important to
the ministry. Scott has accepted responsibility for the management
of the church’s online “branding”, etc., and one of the first tasks in
this regard was the creation of both a church website and Facebook
page. The Facebook page provides an easy way to keep people
informed about different activities and ministries connected to the
church, as well as for inviting new people to specific activities that
might bless them. The website is useful in establishing Network
Praha as a legitimate organization affiliated with several respected
ministry partners (many Europeans are very wary of “sects” and
other unaffiliated religious groups); it also helps keep non-Facebook
users up to date on the different meetings we have scheduled. The
website is available in both Czech and English languages, so feel free
to visit www.networkpraha.cz and check it out! If you are a Facebook user, you can also visit the Network Praha Facebook page
(just search for “Network Praha” and it should be easy to find); we
try to post most things there in both Czech and English as well, so
you can keep up with some of the things we have going on!

CURRENT FOCAL VERSE
“This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel,
says: ‘In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness
and trust is your strength …’”
[Isaiah xxx:15a]
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A SEASON OF REST & CELEBRATION
We hope everyone had a merry and blessed Christmas
season. While the holidays are often a very busy time for
Americans, here in the Czech Republic things actually seem
to slow down considerably. Many of the Czechs who live in
Prague have family roots elsewhere in the country, and so
for the most part they leave the city to the tourists at
Christmas time. Ministry also slows, as many within the
churches shift their focus to spending time with their
families as well.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS

While it’s still a bit of an adjustment for us, we are learning
to appreciate and adapt to this cultural difference. We’ve
been wanting to start exercising more regularly, and the
holiday season actually cleared room in our schedule to
start making this healthier lifestyle a habit. We were also
able to “linger” more with friends who stayed in Prague,
and have time for just the two of us (three with our dog
Kofola) to get into the Christmas spirit.
The ministry events that took place were joyful in accordance with the season. The December Film Club screening
went well, and we could really feel the sense of community
there starting to both deepen and sweeten. And speaking of
sweets, Caitlin came up with a brilliant ministry brainstorm
and organized a gingerbread-house-making event (although
we actually used something like graham crackers because
we weren’t sure how many people were coming). Friends
and acquaintances from several nations (Greece, Slovenia,
Bulgaria, many from the film club) attended, and we all had a
lot of fun being creative and swapping Christmas traditions.

Praise God, we were both able to successfully complete
our online course in language coaching through
Wheaton.
This weekend (January 13th-15th) we will be at the TEAM
-CZ annual conference. Please pray for us and the other
missionaries, that the manifold wisdom and peace of
Christ would be manifested through our fellowship, decision-making, and mutual encouragement. Pray that we
would take advantage of these opportunities to honor and
submit to one another in Christ.
Our opportunities to coach and disciple others are multiplying! Pray for us that we would be effective in these
ministries, and that we would constantly be looking to the
Lord for guidance, especially as regards not overloading
our schedule.
Below left: getting in the Christmas spirit at a Prague toy store.
Below right: a beautiful gingerbread house made by our
Bulgarian sister in Christ, Iveta.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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URBAN GOSPEL
MUSIC THAT REACHES PEOPLE

Top: Scott’s first gig with Lucie Motošická’s band
Bottom: The Gospel Workshop gives a Christmas Eve concert

As Scott continues to search out opportunities to bless and serve
others through music, one of the main styles that he finds himself
working with is urban gospel (what some might call “black gospel”,
as opposed to the Gaither-style southern gospel). It started with a
few gigs playing piano for the Gospel Workshop, a ministry
organized by a friend wherein believers and unbelievers (including
children) come together to form a gospel choir for a day-long
workshop, learning and rehearsing a whole concert’s worth of
songs. Friends and family are invited to the resulting concert, and a
wonderful time is had by all. Most recently, the Gospel Workshop
sang at a local Christmas Eve Service, with Scott playing bass in the
band. He’s also started by bass for a local gospel group lead by
believer and vocalist Lucie Motošická, who writes most of the songs
they perform. The December concert they played together went
well, and more gigs are scheduled on the horizon. The group is also
looking to record some music, and Scott has agreed to help write
arrangements for any additional instrumental elements (brass
section, strings, organ parts, whatever the songs may call for).
People really connect with this style of music here in the Czech
Republic, and we pray God’s voice is clearly heard and heeded.

STATE OF THE ANDREWSES ADDRESS
It’s incredible to us that three years has already passed since we
first arrived on the missions field here in Prague. We are
amazed and encouraged by all that we’ve learned thus far, and
are humbled and grateful for all we have seen the Lord do in,
through, and for us in our various ministries, relationships, and
personal lives.

It’s been a while since we’ve discussed finances here in a Czech
-Up, but since our original fundraising goals and budget were
intended for a 3-year first term, we thought it would be good to
report now at the end of that timeline.

We are happy to say that our original assignment has been extended to a 4.5-year first term, with our first home assignment
We are also truly blessed by you, our friends and supporters. scheduled for 2018. This extension is possible in large part due
Through emails, letters, online messaging, personal visits, and to the faithful and generous giving of our supporters. (We’ve
more, you continue to walk beside us on this adventure. We feel also continually striven to use our ministry funds and personal
your love and presence with us.
monies well, and God has made straight paths for our feet in
this regard.)
All of this together means that we can actually complete a
normal-length first term (which otherwise would not have been
feasible); this will help position us for more effective ministry in
future terms, and will also help our ministries become more
firmly established before we depart for furlough.
Thank you for your partnership in all these things! This upcoming year promises many new opportunities to grow, serve,
teach, comfort, encourage, disciple, and learn. We will continue
to communicate the victories we witness in Christ, and the valleys we walk through for His name’s sake. God bless you all!
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MOVING TOWARDS MULTIPLICATION
Work with Network Praha continues to go well and
develop in encouraging new ways. We began in the fall of
2015 with a core team, building discipleship triads and
assembling together regularly for fellowship, team-building,
prayer, and worship. In January 2016 we began welcoming
newcomers to these meetings, and the team began to grow
with surprising rapidity. By the fall of last year, we had
multiplied from four discipleship triads to seven; we had
also increased the frequency of our large-group meetings,
and established a regular monthly rhythm, and welcomed
several seekers into our community.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

This ministry year has seen a remarkable amount of
continued growth, both in numbers and in terms of spiritual
formation. Although the present requires a great deal of
focus, prayer, and patience, we are starting to turn part of
our attention towards the next major phase: this upcoming
fall we will be launching three missional communities (MCs),
each with a slightly different focus, and also starting our first
full worship services open to the public. So as we move
through the spring and towards summer, the church leadership is quite busy indeed — reading and studying materials
that will be helpful for these next steps, coaching new and
existing leaders, forming leadership teams for each MC,
finding and procuring rental space for our worship services,
prayerfully identifying the distinctive composition and qualities of each MC, determining the basic shape and structure
of our worship services, and much more. Exciting times!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God, Scott’s brother Caleb was able to come visit
us for two weeks! It was wonderful to spend time with
him, and get to know him as an adult (he’s 10 years
younger than Scott, and they have hardly seen each other
since he turned 18).
We have a lot of new projects scheduled for the rest of this
ministry year, in addition to our current activities and
responsibilities. Please pray against burn-out, and that
even in the busiest of times we would be always able to
find islands of calm and quiet with each other and the
Lord .
We’re putting the finishing touches on our schedule for
this summer, and there are a few big decisions still to
make. Please pray for us as we strive to find the right
balance of work and rest for July and August. We want to
be making wise use of our time, but also don’t want to
start the new ministry year in the fall already exhausted.
Right: the leadership of
Network
Praha
at their final M4
weekend, preparing for
upcoming phases of
our ministry.

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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NENADARMO
PLAYING IN A SECOND BAND

Above: Scott plays with band at local Christian music festival

One of Scott’s greatest passions is helping and encouraging Czech
Christian musicians to make the best music they can, and to use
that music to effectively minister to others, both within and outside
the Czech church. One group of such musicians, an acoustic trio
called Nenadarmo (which means “Not in Vain”) contacted Scott in
need of a bassist for a few larger concert events, as well as for an
upcoming recording project. Scott was only too happy to help, and
it has been a joyful opportunity for him to use his musical gifts —
not only playing bass, but also singing and arranging harmonies for
the group. This trio has been working hard for many years to build
a solid repertoire, so it is a privilege to assist them as they prepare
to document their music in recorded form for the first time. We’ll
keep you posted on how things develop with this project!

ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING
A WORD FROM CAITLIN

As some of you may recall from our previous Czech-Ups, we
have been peripherally involved in combating human trafficking in
the Czech Republic. At one time the Czech Republic was primarily
a transit country through which people were moved to different
industries in the West. Over the last couple of decades, however,
the Czech Republic has become a destination country. This means
that many people are shipped here and forced to work as laborers
or slaves in some capacity. Some people end up in massage parlors,
restaurants, construction crew, or in forced forestry labor, while
still others are directed onto the streets and into brothels working
in the sex industry. According to one source, the Czech Republic
is ranked as the 3rd worst-affected country in Europe for slavery.

However, in the fall of 2016 I (Caitlin) felt the Lord calling me to
step out in faith and volunteer to get more involved. Since
October I have been involved in an Anti-Human Trafficking training
program offered by another missions agency here in Prague, where
I have learned more about what is involved in doing brothel
outreach ministry and how to decipher signs that a person has
been trafficked.

Although my training is not yet complete, I am open to the ways in
which God wants to use me to further the fight against human
trafficking. In two weeks I will be hosting a screening of the film
Nefarious to accompany the training program, and in early summer I will be hosting another craft night where a young Czech
Since 2014 we have participated in a prayer group called the woman from our church plant, Network Praha, will lead a group of
Prayer Network Gathering, which meets once a month to pray for volunteers as they assemble different Christian-themed gifts.
all who have been trafficked or exploited. In addition to prayer, we
come together to brainstorm ways we can counter the efforts of In addition to these events, I feel that God may be leading me to
traffickers. Also we have participated in craft nights where we join a brothel outreach team in the Fall. In such a team, I would be
make gifts for the people on the streets and in brothels to show going into brothels and befriending the men and women who work
God’s love to them.
there. My main job would be to listen and care for the women as
they share their heavy hearts, and when possible share the hope of
Jesus Christ with them. I would also be discreetly distributing
helpful resources, like contact numbers for NGO’s who provide
help for trafficked or otherwise exploited persons.
Please pray for Scott & me as we seek God’s wisdom about how I
can serve in this ministry.

Oak Bend Church
11275 Eckel Junction Road
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-874-0219
www.oakbend.org

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
PO Box 969
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-653-5300
www.team.org

FEC International Ministries
1420 Kerrway Court
Fort Wayne, IN 46805
260-423-3649
www.fecministries.org

April-June 2017

Czech-Up 6.2

MUSIC STUFF

Scott & Caitlin Andrews,
missionaries called by God
to engage and administer
Grace to the people of the
Czech Republic who have
dismissed Jesus Christ as
irrelevant to 21st-century life.

CONCERTS, RECORDS, ARRANGEMENT
It’s been a busy couple of months for us in many aspects of
our ministry, but none more so than in Scott’s musical
activities. As you may recall from past Czech-Ups, he’s been
playing bass in two different groups: Lucy4Music (an urban/
R&B-style gospel band) and Nenadarmo (an alternative
acoustic worship band). Lucy4Music has been getting more
and more offers to plays concerts, cafés, and festivals, and in
May went into the studio to record four of their original
songs. These songs are currently in the final mixing stages,
and will be made freely available on YouTube and elsewhere
once they’ve been professionally mastered. Nenadarmo is
also preparing to record an album later this summer in
Moravia, but the biggest accomplishment they’ve made of
late was opening for Irish worship band Rend Collective at a
Christian festival in early June. With approximately 2,500
people in attendance, it was definitely one of the largest
worship events in the Czech Republic. Since the core
members of Nenadarmo will all be heading to other
countries come this fall, it’s wonderful that their years of
hard work could culminate in such a rewarding concert.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

In addition to these and other musical activities, Scott was
also invited to write a musical arrangement of a hymn for a
student orchestra of more than 20 instruments plus choir!
His reggae-styled arrangement of “All Hail the Power of
Jesus’ Name” will be rehearsed alongside other new hymn
arrangements at a week-long music camp this summer, with
a concert performance to follow. So much music!!!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God, Caitlin’s mother and stepfather came to visit
us in May, followed by her brother Andrew and his family
in June! Both visits were a great encouragement to us. It
was a blessing to have them with us.
Please pray for the Pardubice Family English Camp, July
1st — 8th; pray that Christ’s love and grace would be
clearly seen and felt by the unbelievers in attendance, and
that He would draw them to Himself through this time.
Also continue to pray that we would rest well during the
summer; much work lies ahead, and it may be too much
for us without some time of refreshing. Thankfully, God is
faithful and gracious; we look forward to enjoying his
provision in this regard.
Below left: Nenadarmo opens for Rend Collective
Below right: Lucy4Music performs at a local festival

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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ART NARRATION
HELPING STUDIO BUBEC

Above: Scott recording an art exhibition audio guide.

Although our internship with BabyBubec and the Bubec art studio
out in Řeporyje ended about a year ago, we remain in contact and
relationship with Čestmír & Arjana (the Christian artist leading the
studio), and we’re happy to lend them a hand with translation and
document editing when we have time. This summer Studio Bubec
has organized an expansive outdoor exhibition spread across a
whole quarter (as in section, not 1/4) of Prague, with many artists
participating and numerous events planned throughout the season.
As many promotional materials and exhibition commentaries
needed translation, Scott agreed to work with studio staff in
preparing the necessary English texts. The exhibition will also make
use of an audio guide, directing visitors through the various streets,
parks, and squares of the exhibition; in addition to editing the
translated text for guide, Scott also read the narration for the
recording of the audio files, so that English-speaking visitors will be
best able to enjoy the art and not get lost in “The Labyrinth City”.

SUMMER PLANS

ENGLISH CAMP, TEAM CONFERENCE, ETC
This ministry year has been busy indeed, and we’re amazed at how
much God has been doing in, through, and for us. We’re seeing
real growth in the people and ministries around us, and we see
God continuing to challenge and humble us as we move forward in
His service here.

We’ve got quite a lot in store for us, starting with the Pardubice
Family English Camp! This lay-lead ministry launched for the first
time last summer, with the help of short-termers from Highland
Gospel Community Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana and elsewhere.
This year another group from HGCC will be coming, and we’re
excited to travel with them to Moravia to assist in this exciting
As you may recall from past communications, the summers here in new ministry.
Czech make a significant departure from the rest of the ministry
year, as many Czechs take a whole month or more off of work to Later on this summer we’ll also be traveling to Fidenza, Italy,
spend with their families on vacation. Prague becomes a ghost where TEAM will have its All-Europe conference. This conference
town in terms of the Czechs, and fills up with tourists instead. takes place once every three years, and all the TEAM missionaries
Many churches and other ministries restructure their normal ac- across the continent are invited to take part. We’re looking
tivities to both facilitate and accommodate these changes.
forward to catching up with our coworkers elsewhere in Europe.
But that doesn’t mean that nothing happens over the summer!

We’ll also be getting a little much-needed rest this summer, and
spending time preparing for the upcoming ministry year. There’s a
lot in the works for the fall, so there’s much to read, ponder,
discuss, plan, and pray about!

FOCAL VERSE
“Conform no longer to the pattern of this present
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
minds. Then you will be able to discern the will of
God, and to know what is good, acceptable, and perfect.”
[Romans xii:2]
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EXPECTING EXPANSION IN 2018
Some of you have already heard the good news, but we’re
so happy we want to shout it from the rooftops: Caitlin is
pregnant! All indications point towards it being a boy, and
our due date is set for late February. We’re so happy to
share our joy with you!
What you may not know is that this pregnancy comes after
8 long years of battling with unexplained infertility (official
diagnosis). We have been longing and praying for a child for
quite some time, so we feel amazed and grateful to receive
this gracious gift from God.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

We would like to ask you to pray with us:
That the pregnancy would go smoothly and our son
would enjoy good health (and Caitlin, too!)
That God would continue to work changes in us, further preparing us for the humbling privilege of
parenthood
That God would be working even now to set His word
like a fire in our son’s bones (Jeremiah xx:9), that he
would come to passionately love our Lord and walk in
His ways
That this whole process would serve to strengthen and
deepen our relationships with our church family, and
with the seekers and non-believers in our lives. They
will be a part of our child’s life as well, and we are
trusting God to make this a mutually-enriching adventure for our community!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God, our summer travels went safely and smoothly,
and our conference in Italy was a tremendous blessing! It
was good to get some time away, but it’s also very good to
be back at work in Prague. How wise God’s creation of
times and seasons is!
Please pray for our new discipleship triads that are forming for this ministry year — that we would enjoy deep
connection to one another and experience real spiritual
growth.
Join us in praising God for the new missionaries He is
bringing to the field with TEAM, and for the gift of joyful
unity we feel together. It is truly a blessing to enjoy loving
friendship with our co-workers in this regard.

Below left: baby Andrews in the womb!
Below right: our pregnancy announcement

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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MISSIONAL COMMUNITY
THE BEGINNING OF NEW THINGS

Above: the first dinner gathering of our missional community

Network Praha seeks to connect with and engage those who do
not yet know Christ, grow in obedience to His commands, and
serve others in His name. It is toward these ends that the church is
launching three new missional communities (MCs) this fall, and we
are leading one of them (with the help of three Czech members).
Here we hope that believers and non-believers alike will find a real
sense of belonging – spiritual community, personal relationships,
and a search for meaningful ways to work together for the common
good. Although we do meet regularly for meals and other activities,
the missional community consists even more of what happens outside of and between these meetings, as we not only enjoy each other’s company but work, learn, and pray together as well. Our MC
currently has about a dozen members, some of which are believers,
some seekers, and some non-believers. We’ve been blessed with a
good start so far, and ask for your prayers as we continue down
this exciting and challenging path together!

WORSHIP SERVICES

NETWORK PRAHA TAKES A BIG STEP

Above: the historic first worship service of Network Praha

This season also kicks off the first real “worship service”-type
meetings for our church plant! During the first two years our larger
-group meetings were a combination of strategic planning, team
building, worship, teaching, fellowship, and training; now we’re
ready to have services focused solely on the Word, worship, and
sharing what God’s been up to in our midst. While our primary
focus this fall is on successfully launching the missional communities,
we’re also taking advantage of this time to work out exactly how
we want our worship services to look and function (time, place,
liturgy, logistics, planning, etc.); then in the spring we’ll be ready to
really kick off our public worship services with a lot of the kinks
ironed out. For now we are meeting in a conference room at the
local YMCA, but the space has some drawbacks, so we’re still looking around to see if we can find a better location. Please pray for us
in that search, as it’s difficult to find something suitable that’s available and affordable to rent in the center of Prague on the weekends.

FOCAL VERSE
“In Christ indeed we have been given our share in the
heritage, as was decreed in his design whose purpose
is everywhere at work; for it was his will that we, who
were the first to set our hope on Christ, should cause
his glory to be praised.”
[Ephesians i:11-12]
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LEARN; WORK; PRAY; REST
Our missional community (or “MC” for short, one of three
recently launched within our church plant, Network Praha)
has continued to develop and grow throughout the course
of the past few months! With the dozen-or-so believers,
seekers, and non-Christians in our missional community, we
desire to shape a real sense of shared belonging and “home
base” in the anonymous bustle of the city center — a place
where we can learn, work, pray, and rest together, and find
ways to labor for the common good here in Prague.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

A regular rhythm of sorts has emerged, as we gather once a
month to enjoy dinner together, organize monthly largegroup events, and get together for coffee, a meal here and
there, or other activities of varying sizes and types in the
intervening weeks. We’ve gone to movies together, decorated Christmas cookies together, and cheered members
on at obstacle races. We attended an art exhibit in a local
gallery, and at lunch afterward Caitlin led a moderated discussion of the pieces we saw, connecting them to our own
lives, memories, worldviews, and experiences.
We’ve also organized a few outreach events for the homeless, hitting the streets to distribute hot tea, sandwiches,
gloves, socks, medical supplies, first aid (administered by
some doctor friends of ours from Network Praha), and
scarves knit by Caitlin and others in our MC. We listened
to people’s stories, prayed with them, and met afterwards
to discuss what we can learn from these experiences. Life
together in community is truly a joy, and a mission as well!

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise God, our little James Conrad Andrews (that’s the
name we’ve chosen) continues to develop and grow! Everything looks healthy and right on schedule for a February
delivery. Please continue to pray for him and us, as God
grows us all into who He wants us to be!
Please pray for the many transitions that are beginning in
our ministry, first as we step back from things a bit to
make room for James’ arrival, and then as we prepare to
head back to the States for home assignment. People will
be stepping into new roles to fill the gaps, and exciting
new chapters will be beginning! In all these things we are
utterly dependent upon God’s grace, working, and care.
Pray for us also as we look ahead to the next term here
(after our home assignment). There are things we need to
figure out now, so we can prepare well for the future.
God’s wisdom is sorely needed, and He is faithful to give
it to us when we ask!
Below: assorted photos of MC life

For any of you who may want our mailing address here in Prague, here it is:
Soukenická 15
110 00 Praha 1
Česká republika

But please contact us before sending anything, as there may be some special instructions needed!
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TRIBE, TONGUE, NATION
EUROPEAN EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE
This October the European Evangelical Alliance’s annual General
Assembly took place here in Prague! Through our several connections with the local Czech Evangelical Alliance, we were invited to
lead worship for the four-day-long conference. What an amazing
experience! We were blessed to hear from and build relationships
with key evangelical leaders from across the continent, as this year’s
conference boasted delegates from some 26 different European
nations as well as guests from other parts of the globe.
It was a challenge to pick worship songs that everyone would know,
and the days were often long, but it was a deeply rewarding experience, and we learned a great deal about both the character of evangelicalism in Europe and the questions, hopes, opportunities, and
Above: a few of the delegates and attendees of the European issues evangelicals here are facing. The panel discussions and
Evangelical Alliance’s 2017 General Assembly, here in Prague
presentations were eye-opening, to be sure, and it was humbling to
serve such faithful and experienced brothers and sisters in Christ.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

WARMEST WISHES THIS CHRISTMAS!
It’s astonishing and humbling to realize that it’s been four years
since we departed from the US to come and serve here in the
Czech Republic. Our initial assignment from TEAM was for just two
years, and we only raised funds for a three-year first term;
however, by God’s faithful provision and the faithfulness of our
supporters in prayer, friendship, and giving, we have made it thus
far! Amazing.

Above left: Scott at a Christmas concert with TEAM-CZ
Ministry Area Leader (and good friend) David Sedláček
Above right: decorating our Christmas tree with short-termer
Haley Ost

Even as we enjoy the deep relationships we’ve been blessed with
here, during this holiday season our hearts turn towards our loved
ones in the States. We pray God gives you deep, infectious joy this
Christmas, and fills your homes to overflowing with His peace that
passes all human understanding.
This time next year (Lord willing) we will be celebrating the
holidays in the States, and with our new son as well!!! We have so
much to be thankful for, and so much to look forward to.

FOCAL VERSE
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”
[Luke ii:10,11,14]
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A MOST BLESSED ARRIVAL
As all of you have hopefully heard by now, our first child arrived
safely and healthily on Thursday, February 15th! At almost 21”
long and just a hair under 9 pounds, he’s been a big boy from
the start. Caitlin’s C-section went well, although the epidural
wouldn’t take, so she had to have general anesthesia; then she
had an allergic reaction to the pain killers, and had to face the
post-op pain on nothing but some Tylenol. But she’s a tough
lady, and has recovered well. And of course, the joy of having
Jimmy makes the pain all worth it, she says. So far Jimmy’s a
remarkably low-maintenance baby — he sleeps and eats well,
and rarely cries. That can change, of course, but we are thankful
for this relatively easy start to parenthood, especially after
Caitlin’s surgery.
Of course, a huge part of why things have gone fairly smoothly
for us in this is that we haven’t had to go it alone. Scott’s
parents travelled from the States to spend a whole month with
us, cooking, cleaning, helping us with the dog and the baby, and
cheering us on as we took our first steps into the new roles of
mother and father. Words can’t express how thankful we are
for their support. Many friends and co-workers from our
church plant and missions organization came alongside us as
well, lending a hand with other practical things and sharing our
joy. It really does take a village!
Thank you all for your prayers over the past many months of
pregnancy, and for rejoicing with us in this miraculous gift from
God! We look forward to introducing Jimmy to all of you soon!

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise for wonderful co-workers in our various ministries,
who really stepped up to give us time to focus on Jimmy’s
arrival!
Pray for our residency permits (visas) to be approved. We
applied for them a few weeks ago, and there are still a few
more hoops to jump through. It will be much better if we
can get them approved now, rather than waiting until we
come back to CZ in 2019.
Pray for us as we enter the final weeks of transition out of
our ministries. We’ve been working carefully towards this
transition for the past many months, and we want to
“keep our eye on the ball” and finish this term well!
Pray for us as we finalize all the logistical aspects for our
departure. A lot has been done already but there are still
some things (like storage space for all our stuff) that need
to be worked out.

Normally this is where we share our Prague mailing address, but home assignment is getting close and
We’ll Be Moving
2a New Apartment
Upon Our Return, NE way

… so it’s probably best not to send us anything at the moment. We’ll keep you posted. [Get it? “Posted”?]
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KOFOLA TO THE STATES
SHEPHERD GOES AHEAD OF THE FLOCK
We’re planning to fly back to the States at the end of June, but
airlines generally refuse to transport dogs of Kofola’s size during the
summer — which meant we had to figure out some way of getting
her to America ahead of us. Thankfully, Scott’s parents graciously
agreed to take her back with them after their visit, and helped
Caitlin sort out the surprisingly complex logistics of making that
possible.
We were a little worried when we checked her in with the oversized luggage, but the Lufthansa airline staff took excellent care of
her, and she arrived safely in the US without any issues. She’s been
having a blast there so far: chasing squirrels in the back yard,
introducing herself to the neighbors, and having adventures with
Above left: saying goodbye to Kofola at the airport
Scott’s parents. She even got to travel out to Missouri to spend
Above right: Kofola setting out with Scott’s parents for more time visiting Scott’s sister and her family — and quickly made
adventures in the US
friends with our two little nephews there.

FAMILY SUPPORT

GRACIOUS HELP AND JOYFUL TIMES
Having the supporting presence of family has been such a blessing
during these exciting past few months. Shortly after Scott’s folks
headed back across the pond, Caitlin’s eldest brother Drew and his
wife Tiffany came to encourage and assist us in our adjustment to
parenthood.
Their visit perfectly coincided with both our return to more active
ministry (Network Praha’s first Good Friday and Easter services, for
example), and our continued navigation of the Czech and American
bureaucratic systems (as we get residency permits renewed and
procure Jimmy’s first visa). They even took charge of Jimmy entirely
for a whole evening so we could have a date night!

Above: Caitlin’s brother Drew and his wife Tiffany

We’re so thankful for the time they shared with us — lots of
laughter, connection, discussion, and adventures as we started to
take Jimmy out and about town. We look forward to spending
more time with them (and with their two sons, who previously
visited us here) during Home Assignment!

FOCAL VERSE
“Better is the end of a thing than its beginning,
and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in
spirit.”
[Ecclesiastes vii:8]
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HOME ASSIGNMENT BEGINS
You read that correctly, we have indeed arrived safely back in the
United States, as of early Sunday morning, July 1st! We’ve spent
this first week getting settled, working out some early logistics,
recovering from jet lag, and visiting some of our closest friends
and family in the vicinity of Toledo, Ohio, where we’ll be based
for most of our year-long Home Assignment.
Thank you all so much for your prayers regarding our residency
permit extensions! The process ended up becoming quite
complicated and difficult, stretching across several months and
eventually involving lots of bureaucratic paperwork, licensed
translations, trips to the Czech Ministry of the Interior, and even
getting a lawyer involved in the final stages. But God was palpably
present each step of the way, and we had lots of assistance from
friends and professionals as well. In the end, we did indeed
receive the extensions, and just in time to make our flights!
We were also tremendously blessed in the process of moving out
of our apartment, as many loved ones helped out in creative ways
to make that whole undertaking surprisingly stress-free and
straightforward. This enabled us to focus on saying goodbye well,
an important value in the Czech culture.
Once our apartment was empty (we won’t be returning there),
we spent our last several days in Prague at the home of David &
Kathy Sedláček, fellow TEAM missionaries there. As David is also
the Ministry Area Leader for the Czech Republic, this gave us a
chance to both debrief and rest a bit before undertaking our
journey across the ocean.

For more information about this ministry, click on the Czech
Republic link under the Ministries tab at www.oakbend.org

PRAISES & REQUESTS
Praise be to God, for His provision and sustaining through
these past four and a half years! We are amazed when we
consider all that He has done in, through, and for us in
that time, and we can’t wait to share more of that as we
reconnect with many of you Stateside!
Pray for us as we hit the ground running; we have a lot
going on this first month back in the States.
Pray for us as we prepare materials for connecting with
past, present, and potential supporters: prayer cards,
ministry portfolio, display table, etc. These materials will
be invaluable in the coming months, and God has placed
amazing friends in our lives who are helping us with them.

Our flights all went smoothly, and little Jimmy was quite a
trooper — these last weeks have been full of long days and little
sleep for him, but he took it all with great patience, and more
often than not with a smile on his face.
It’s good to be back!

For at least this first part of our Home Assignment, we’ll be living at Scott’s parents’ home:
815 Whitehall Drive
Perrysburg, OH 43551

and our US cell phone numbers are 419-704-1496 (for Scott) and 419-704-9688 (for Caitlin)
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JIMMY’S DEDICATION
COMPLETE WITH GODPARENTS!!!

On May 13th we had a beautiful dedication service for James at
our church in Prague, Network Praha. We took vows as parents
to raise him in the fear and love of the Lord, to pray for him, set
him an example, and to lead him to grow in Christian community. The congregation in turn promised to pray for us and for
Jimmy, as well as to support and encourage us as parents. And
Jimmy received blessings from each of us, from our Pastor, and
from his godparents.
Yes, Jimmy has godparents! In our case, though, this is not
connected to baptism, but is primarily a matter of spiritual commitment from two of our closest Czech friends — Vladimír and
Zdena — to pray for James’ spiritual development, model Christian living for him, and otherwise help us as we desire to cultivate a passion for Christ in him. Since Jimmy will in many ways
grow up as a Czech (Czech church, probably Czech schools,
etc.), it will be important for him to have strong Czech role
models in the faith, as well as people he can turn to with questions he may not feel comfortable asking his parents — especially
since they may better understand a lot of the life experiences he
encounters in this country!

Above top: Godparents Vladimír & Zdena take their vows.
Above bottom: Jimmy receives prayers of blessing from his
parents.
Right: Pastor Tomáš Grulich gives his blessing to Jimmy also.

FOCAL VERSE
“Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger
of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”
[James i:19-20]
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